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INTRODUCTION

East Calder Public Park is a key, central open space in the
village of East Calder. Recent housebuilding in the area has
provided a pot of Developer Contributions intended for
improvements at the Park. Historically, a public consultation
was held, and a masterplan design was created in response to
the consultation outcomes. Since then, the Developer
Contributions pot allowed for the construction of the 3G pitch in
the park.

The Council is now hoping to utilise the remainder of the pot to
improve the park. A public survey was carried out, informed by
both the original masterplan aims and the current state of the
Park. The results will inform how we structure the project, and
support an application for drawing down from the fund.

The public were consulted on types of improvement they
wanted to see in the Park and general thoughts on the space as
it is just now.

East Calder Public Park is currently designated as a
Neighbourhood Park in the Open Space Place Strategy and it is
designated as Land Safeguarded for Open Space in the West
Lothian Local Plan (2018). A Core Path connects to the
southern boundary of the Park.

INFORMATION GATHERING

RESULTS SUMMARY

Key information found through the survey is summarised below:

The Park plays a central role in East Calder, but with many
changes within the village, it no longer supports the local
residents in the ways that it should.

The Park feels run down and local residents often use other
parks in East Calder or travel out of the village to spend time
outdoors.

The 3G pitch and new adjacent housing has created a lot of
additional traffic and pressure on Park facilities.

TOP 3 PARK IMPROVEMENTS

BIGGER & BETTER PLAY AREA

EXTENDED, ACCESSIBLE PATH NETWORK

REBUILDING OF THE SKATE PARK

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online survey. The survey period ran from 25th November - 20th January 2026.

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council officers, local Community Council, local schools, relevant businesses & community
groups and local Councillors. Fliers advertising the survey were put through neighbours’ doors around the proposed location and posters were
displayed in and around the space. The survey was also advertised through the council’s Media team. A total of 342 consultees gave their feedback

altogether.



PROJECT RECOMMENDATION

Should the application for Developer Contributions be successful, Open
Space recommends the project to follow as per below:

1.

Refurbish Play Area to twice existing footprint with additional
equipment for all ages (0-18) and a focus on inclusivity in terms of
physical ability and demographic. Include play equipment
suggested by the public in this consultation.

Complete a fully accessible path network, including a jogging /
walking loop and connections to all neighbourhoods which adjoin
the Park. Consider street lighting and rest points along key travel
connections, and review the allocation of bins to provide
appropriate coverage. Accommodate dog walking routes away
from the Play Area. Ensure a wheelchair accessible path leads
from the High Street to the Skate Park and Play Area.

FEEDBACK

Q1.1 Skate Park replacement

Recently the skate park at the park was removed due to asset expiry
& to maintain public safety. The public were asked if they supported
using the funding to build a new skate park, in line with a draft design.
The results are shown below:

Mo: 29.65%

Rebuild the skate park, ensuring the design accounts for a
number of different users (skateboards, scooters, BMXs, and
rollerblades).

If any budget remains after options 1-3, refurbish the overgrown
pump track and add biodiversity measures to the park.

Mo Opinion: 9.46%

Yes: 60.88%




Q2.1 Wider Improvements Vote

The public were asked to rate different park
improvement options with 1 being the most
popular and 11 being the least popular. The
options are informed both by previous
public consultation, and West Lothian
Council Open Space Standards for a
Neighbourhood Park.

The results are shown below:

Q2.2 Summary of additional comments and suggestions

The top 3 public suggestions, other than those outlined in the options were:

1. Additional bins, particularly at the Play Area

2.  Street lights to routes between the High Street & Housing, as well as to the possible ball court

3. A designated dog area, away from the Play Area

Other suggestions included public art, fencing the play area, a community orchard, BBQ tables, a café,
CCTV, a shelter & seating to the 3G pitch, a free library box and a cycle proficiency track. Many people
also suggested that the pump track should be kept as a crushed stone dust surface, rather than
upgrading to asphalt.

The 3 top suggestions for the Play Area included a climbing net unit, slides and sensory play.

A suggestion was made that the new skate park should include more rails, ledges and features suitable
for BMX, scooter and roller blades riders.

Expanding the play area to
twice the current footprint,
with additional equipment
for all age groups,
improved accessibility and
inclusive play facilities

Additional paths to
improve accessibility
& legibility through
the park and to
create more walking

Biodiversity & habitat
enhancements in the
wider parkland, for
example native tree
planting or creation of
meadows

Upgrading the
basketball court
into a MUGA
{Multi-use
Games Area)

Upgrading the
current pump track
into a specialised
asphalt pump track

Rebuilding of the
skate park as
further detailed in
question 1

L —

Creating an outdoor
gym and running
track

Matural and

Informal play

opportunities
throughout the park

Ecological enhancements Extended and more Improved and
along the burn to the west varied seating and
edge of the park, including shelter throughout
sustainable urban drainage the park

solutions and habitat creation

formalised access

points into the park
and improved

signage throughout



Q3.1 What people like about the Park? Q3.2 What people don’t like about the Park?

The main things the public like about the park currently are: The main things the public don’t like about the park currently are:

. It's got a large, open, flexible space which is great for . It's boring, run down and poorly maintained
sports and community events like the Gala . The play facilities are insufficient - the play area is too small to

. There’s a popular play area - the public particularly enjoy accommodate everyone at peak times and there is not
the swings and the cableway enough for older children in particular

. The Park is in a central location and on school route . Excessive vandalism and litter

. There is access to woodland in the Park which children . Insufficient car parking and people driving and parking on the
enjoy playing in grass, particularly during games at the 3G pitch

. Poor pedestrian accessibility and steep gradients of paths

NOTE: Overdevel f housi d the Park
Some consultees mentioned they would like the car park to be * verdevelopment of housing around the Par
extended. Please note there is a separate proposal being considered . The 3G pitch is not an asset open to the public for free

for a car park extension, and as such this finding has been excluded
from this report.

Q3.3 Current users

The public were asked which age groups currently use this Play
Area the most. The results are shown in the diagram below.

Families & Older children People doing Young people Informal leisure Passing
young children (7-14) sports (15-20) through only
(0-6)



Q3.4 Demographics of Consultees

The public were asked to provide their age group to help gage
the demographics within public survey involvement.

NEXT STEPS

This report will be posted on the parks webpage
www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo

Elderly: 3.61%

Young child (0-6): 24.40%

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report,
permission will be sought to draw down Developer Funding to
Adult: 42.17% implement these works.

West Lothian Council will aim to produce designs and appoint any
works where permission is granted in the financial year of 2026-27.

Older child (7-14): 26.20%

Young person {15-20): 3.61%

Q3.5 Play Areas regularly used by consultees at the moment
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