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As part of the process of updating our Open Space Strategy, the council ran a public feedback survey. The 

survey aimed to collect public opinion on existing open spaces in West Lothian, and the investment 

priorities the public would like to see incorporated in the revised Strategy. 

 

SURVEY RESULTS - RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTIONS 

All recommendations in this report are based solely on the data collected from the public via this survey. 

The data was collected, presented in this report analysed and summarised in the executive summary. The 

summary focuses on council-wide results, but further detail is found in the main body of this report. 

 Natural & semi-natural urban greenspaces are seen as the most positively rated type of open space in 

West Lothian. Investment should be dedicated to these assets, to ensure they remain a positive and 

attractive feature. 

 Courts & Greens and Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment are rated as spaces of least quality. They 

were also rated as areas of lower priority for investment. As specialist asset types, it is recognised 

they are not a feature in many localities for a range of reasons. Whether to and how to invest in those 

spaces in an appropriate manner should be further explored. 

 ‘Walking’ is rated as the most common use of open spaces in West Lothian. This highlights the 

importance of maintaining a range of good quality path networks. 

 Where localities have indicated excessive travel times to their nearest open space, the council should 

identify strategic gaps in accessibility and consider appropriate investment to improve the issue.  

 Popular open space destinations across West Lothian, as identified by the consultees, should be 

safeguarded from decline and prioritised for investment where that is considered appropriate. 

 Overall, the consultees would like to see priority investment dedicated to improving their everyday 

neighbourhood spaces, such as amenity grounds near their homes and local parks & play areas. 

These investments should focus on: improving green travel and connections between homes and 

open spaces, providing more public outdoor leisure facilities and improving the overall quality of 

those open spaces.  

 Maintenance, nature provision, play for older children, issues with safety & vandalism and seating 

provision have been highlighted as most valuable improvements, to be taken on board for investment 

considerations. 

 Future investments should consider the priorities of the demographics with protected characteristics 

as outlined in the report. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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RESULTS SUMMARY 

 The survey represents a good mix of consultees in terms of demographics and their locality in West Lothian. The 

number of responses is acceptable, but low for some localities and demographics, meaning the results should not be 

viewed as fully representative of the wider public. 

 Across most localities, open spaces were rated as ‘Good’ or ‘Fair’. 6 localities rated their spaces as generally worse 

that the average, and 5 rated them as generally better. 

 Natural & semi-natural urban greenspaces have been rated the most positively. The least positive ratings were 

attributed to Courts & Greens and Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment.  

 Survey results suggest that the West Lothian public actively use open spaces for a wide range of activities, with 

‘Walking’ being most prevalent. 

 On average 70% of the public can get to their local open space within 10 minutes, suggesting that open spaces are 

easily accessible to most. 6 localities indicated that their open spaces are not easily accessible to most (travel time of 

over 10 minutes). 

 A number of popular open spaces in West Lothian has been outlined by the consultees.  

 In terms of Scottish Government 6 outcomes for open space, ‘Improving access to green infrastructure and open 

space’ was ranked as most important, with ‘Improving health and wellbeing’ following closely behind.  

 ‘Quality’ was ranked as most important criteria for open space, with ‘Accessibility’ following closely behind.  

 ‘Amenity Greenspace’ was ranked as needing most investment (priority council-wide, and also a priority for 12 

individual localities), with ‘Equipped Designated Play Spaces’ following closely behind (secondary priority council-

wide, and also a priority for 7 individual localities). The spaces ranked as needing least investment were ‘Pitch Sports’ 

and ‘Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment’. 

 The 5 top improvements identified council-wide were improvements to : Maintenance, Nature & Biodiversity, Play 

facilities for Older Children, Sense of Safety and Reducing Vandalism & Seating. Top improvements were mixed 

between different localities, but those particular improvements were common top choices. 

 Priority improvements for the elderly did not differ significantly from council - wide results.  

 Priority improvements for children were for Equipped Designated Play Space and focused on more play for younger 

& older children, as well as maintenance. 

 Priority improvements for men and women did not differ significantly from council - wide results. Only 1 response was 

submitted marking their gender as ‘other’, meaning no trend was found for this group. 

 Priority improvements for disability did not differ significantly from council - wide results.  
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 Q2.1 - average rating of the quality of 

all open spaces 

Q2.3 - are open spaces accessible 

to most (travel time) 

Q3.3 - investment priority in terms of 

open space type 

Q3.4 - investment priority in terms of 

specific improvement 

Council - wide Fair Accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Maintenance 

Addiewell & Loganlea Fair Accessible to most Equipped Play Spaces Maintenance 

Armadale Fair Accessible to some Equipped Play Spaces Play for Older Children 

Bathgate Fair Accessible to some Amenity Greenspace Safety & Vandalism 

Blackburn Fair Not accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Wide mix 

Blackridge Fair Accessible to most Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment Wide mix 

Breich, Harwood & Harburn Fair Accessible to most Informal Play Wide mix 

Broxburn & Uphall Fair Accessible to most Parks & Gardens Safety & Vandalism 

Dechmont Poor Accessible to some Amenity Greenspace Wide mix 

East Calder Fair Accessible to some Equipped Play Spaces Attractive Design / Nature 

Ecclesmachan & Oatridge Fair Accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Wide mix 

Fauldhouse Poor Accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Public Transport / Maintenance 

Greenrigg Poor Accessible to most Equipped Play Spaces Play for Younger Children 

Linlithgow Good Accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Nature / Public Toilets 

Livingston North  Fair Accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Nature 

Livingston South  Fair Accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Maintenance 

Mid Calder Fair Accessible to most Natural & Semi-natural Greenspace Flooding / Nature / Maintenance 

Polbeth Poor Accessible to most Pitch Sports Wide mix 

Pumpherston & Uphall Station Fair Accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Paths / Play for Children (all ages) 

Rural Good Accessible to some Natural & Semi-natural Greenspace Paths / Nature / Maintenance 

Seafield Poor Accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Wide mix 

Threemiletown Good Accessible to most Courts & Greens Nature 

Torphichen Good Accessible to most Equipped Play Spaces Play for Older Children 

West Calder Fair Accessible to most Natural & Semi-natural Greenspace Play for Older Children 

Westfield Poor Accessible to most Equipped Play Spaces Wide mix 

Whitburn Fair Accessible to most Amenity Greenspace Nature 

Winchburgh Good Accessible to most Equipped Play Spaces Nature / Play for Children (all ages) 

RESULTS SUMMARY - LOCALITY COMPARISON TABLE 
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The West Lothian Open Space Strategy 2025 to 2034 (the Open Space Strategy) is currently being developed and will provide an 

overview of open space in West Lothian. It will highlight the importance of open space and seek to ensure open space within the 

council’s ownership or management is managed to deliver meaningful benefits to local communities. This document will replace the 

West Lothian Open Space Plan 2020 – 2024. 

West Lothian Council aims to revise the Strategy with the public views informing the document. To do so, a ‘Parks & Play’ public 

survey was carried out, with questions focussed on public opinion of open spaces in West Lothian, and the priorities the public 

would to see implemented into the revised Strategy document. 

The results of this survey, alongside other data and analysis will be used to produce the West Lothian Open Space Strategy 2025 to 

2034 (the Open Space Strategy). The report will also be publicly available on the West Lothian website, at the following address : 

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo 

 

 

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES 

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online survey. The survey period ran from 19th February - 14th April 2026. 

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including Statutory Bodies, council officers, local Community Councils, local schools, 

community groups and local Councillors. Fliers and banners advertising the survey were put up in a range of council managed 

community spaces. An advert was printed in the West Lothian Council Bulletin and distributed across all residents in West Lothian. 

Posters were displayed at main parks and play areas. The survey was also advertised through the council’s Media team, put up on 

the West Lothian Council website and the Council Information Displays.  

A total of 329 consultees gave their feedback altogether.  

 

The Survey consisted of 3 sections : ‘ 1– About you ‘ ,  ‘ 2 - Current Views on Open Spaces ‘ & ‘ 3 - Improvements ‘. Diagrams and 

explanations were provided to assist the consultees in responding. All answer selections were put in alphabetical order to prevent 

bias. 

 

 

SURVEY METHOD 
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SECTION 1 - About you 

 

Q1.1 Which local area do you live in?  

SURVEY RESULTS & ANALYSIS 

28 Addiewell & Loganlea 25 Livingston South  

6 Armadale 0 Longridge 

34 Bathgate 5 Mid Calder 

2 Blackburn 0 Newton & Woodend 

2 Blackridge 14 Outside West Lothian 

3 Breich, Harwood & 

Harburn 

0 Philpstoun 

0 Bridgecastle 1 Polbeth 

0 Bridgend 4 Pumpherston & Uphall 

Station 

14 Broxburn & Uphall 3 Rural 

4 Dechmont 1 Seafield 

10 East Calder 2 Stoneyburn & Bents 

0 East Whitburn 6 Threemiletown 

6 Ecclesmachan & 

Oatridge 

13 Torphichen 

6 Fauldhouse 16 West Calder 

5 Greenrigg 1 Westfield 

1 Kirknewton 10 Whitburn 

36 Linlithgow 0 Wilkieston 

66 Livingston North  5 Winchburgh 

West Lothian is made up of many localities, ranging from large towns to small villages and 

rural properties. 

The highest amount of responses came, respectively, from Livingston North, Linlithgow and 

Bathgate. These are some of the most populated towns in West Lothian and the number of 

responses correlates to this. 

Some of the small villages received just a single or no responses. 

L 
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Q1.2 What age are you?  

10 Under 5 

12 5-11 

12 12-17 

243 18-64 

39 65+ 

6 Prefer not to say 

A wide age range of participants completed the survey 

with the 18-64 years age group accounting for the 

majority (75.47%). 

 

The survey was widely distributed through different 

channels, but the results show it was mostly responded 

to by adults. It is however understood, that many adults 

may be responding on behalf of their families and 

children. 

Q1.3 What gender are you?  

212 Female 

96 Male 

1 Other 

10 Prefer not to say 

The majority of the participants were female 

(66.46%).  
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Q1.4 Do you consider yourself to have a disability? Please select the option which reflects this best:   

The majority of the respondents do not consider themselves disabled (78.9%).  

From those who opted to identify a disability in this survey, the largest number referred to a 

physical disability (8.4%), although a comparable amount of people also identified mental health 

conditions (6.2%) and neurodivergent conditions (5.6%). 

Some consultees selected multiple items. 

 

4.3% of the respondent opted not to say. 

6 Learning Disability 1.9% 

20 Mental Health Condition 6.2% 

18 Neurodivergent Condition 5.6% 

254 No 78.9% 

27 Physical Disability 8.4% 

14 Prefer not to say 4.3% 

7 Sensory Impairment 2.2% 
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SECTION 2 - Current views on open spaces 

SURVEY RESULTS & ANALYSIS 

The survey results from section 2 are firstly analysed for the whole of West Lothian. Key questions are then analysed again split by locality. This will 

help us understand the overall trends Council-wide, as well as particular priorities on a single locality level.  

It should be noted that some of the localities had a low response rate, and the ‘split by locality’ results may not be representative of all the residents. 

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 

COUNCIL-WIDE 

The table above shows the average rating for each type of space. All types of space average between ‘good’ and ‘fair’.  

Natural & semi-natural urban greenspaces have been rated the most positively, suggesting that the public is generally satisfied with the provision of 

those spaces. Those spaces generally require less intensive maintenance, which may be contributing to the positive perception. The least positive 

scores were attributed to Courts & Greens and Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment. This most likely relates to the fact that those types of spaces are not 

accessible in many neighbourhoods.  The average rating for the quality of open spaces in West Lothian overall, is ‘Fair’. 



10  

Q2.2 What activities do you do in the open spaces in your local area?  

The table above shows the activities selected by the public. Each consultee was able to select as many options as they wished. 

By far the most common activity is walking. This is a very universal activity and the answer suggests that walking routes in West Lothian are well used. 

Other top answers include socialising / meeting friends, relaxation, personal exercise & fitness, nature watching and dog walking. This highlights the 

value open spaces have to local residents in supporting physical and mental health.  

The least common responses were camping and fishing, of which both are quite specialist activities. Nevertheless is it worth noting the wide range of 

activities people enjoy in open spaces across West Lothian. 
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Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

Q2.4 Which open spaces in your local area do you use at the moment?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 42% of consultees can get to their local 

open space within 5 minutes, and a further 28% within 10 minutes. 

This suggests that open spaces in West Lothian are easily accessible to 

most.  

Some consultees have indicated that it takes them over 30 minutes to reach 

their nearest open spaces, or that they don’t know how long it takes. Spacial 

mapping should be used to further explore this and identify gaps in the 

provision of open spaces within West Lothian. 

The adjacent word cloud helps identify the most popular 

locations used in West Lothian. The larger size of the text 

indicates the most popular responses.  

Some of the top places include: 

• Local woodlands 

• the 3 Country Parks (Almondell, Beecraigs & Polkemmet)  

• spaces within Livingston such as Dechmont Law, Almond 

Park, Eliburn Park and Livingston Village 

• Linlithgow Loch 

• East Calder Park & Calderwood 

 

It is important to recognise the value and popularity of these 

key open spaces. 



12  

ADDIEWELL & LOGANLEA (28 responses) 

SECTION 2 - Current views on open spaces 

The key survey results are now analysed again split by locality, as outlined earlier. Questions 2.1 and 2.3 have been chosen as data sets for further 

analysis as they refer specifically to the open spaces within each locality. 

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 

Amenity Greenspace has been rated 

the most positively, rating ’Good’.  

The least positive scores were 

attributed to Tracks, Trails & Sports 

Equipment, rated ‘Fair’.  

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 34% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 33% within 10 minutes. 

33% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Addiewell & Loganlea are easily 

accessible to most.  
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ARMADALE (6 responses) 

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 

Pitch Sports has been rated the most 

positively, rating ’Fair’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment, 

rated ‘Poor’.   

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that none of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and 40% indicated that it takes them  6-10 minutes. 

60% of consultees indicated that it takes them 11-20 minutes to travel to their 

nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Armadale are easily accessible to some, 

but not to most.  
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BATHGATE (34 responses) 

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 

Courts & Greens has been rated the 

most positively, rating ’Good’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment, 

rated ‘Fair’.   

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 29% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 14% within 10 minutes. 

57% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Bathgate are easily accessible to some, 

but not to most.  
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BLACKBURN (2 responses) 

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 

Most types of space have been rated 

’Fair’.  

The least positive scores were 

attributed to Tracks, Trails & Sports 

Equipment, Parks & Gardens and 

Courts & Greens, rated ‘Poor’.   

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that none of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 10 minutes. 

50% of consultees indicated that it takes them 6-10 minutes to travel to their 

nearest open space, and a further 50% indicated 11-20 minutes.  

This suggests that open spaces in Blackburn are not easily accessible to 

most.  
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BLACKRIDGE (2 responses) 

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 

Equipped Designated Playscapes, 

and Courts & Greens has been rated 

the most positively, rating ’Good’.  

The remainder of the types of spaces 

was rated ‘Fair’. No opinion was given 

on Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment. 

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that all of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes. 

This suggests that open spaces in Blackridge are easily accessible to most.  
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BREICH, HARWOOD & HARBURN (3 responses) 

All types of spaces were rated ’Fair’ 

with the least positive scores were 

attributed to Pitch Sports, Parks & 

Gardens, Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces and Courts & Greens.   

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 67% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes. 

33% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Breich, Harwood & Harburn are easily 

accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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BROXBURN & UPHALL (14 responses) 

Parks & Gardens and Natural & Semi-

natural Urban Greenspaces have 

been rated the most positively, as 

’Good’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment 

and ‘Courts & Greens, rated ‘Fair’. 

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 43% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 36% within 10 minutes. 

21% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Broxburn & Uphall are easily accessible to 

most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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DECHMONT (4 responses) 

Parks & Gardens have been rated the 

most positively, as ’Fair’.  

All other open space types are 

generally rated worse than the council

-wide results, with many rated ‘Poor’.  

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 50% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes. 

50% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Dechmont are easily accessible to some, 

but not most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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EAST CALDER (10 responses) 

Parks & Gardens have been rated the 

most positively, as ’Good’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment 

and ‘Courts & Greens, rated ‘Poor’,.  

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 30% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 20% within 10 minutes. 

50% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space. 

This suggests that open spaces in East Calder are easily accessible to some, 

but not most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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ECCLESMACHAN & OATRIDGE (6 responses) 

Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces have been rated the 

most positively, as ’Good’. 

The least positive score was attributed 

to Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment, 

Informal Play and ‘Courts & Greens, 

rated ‘Poor’,.  

The ratings are quite varied, across 

categories. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 50% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 25% within 10 minutes. 

25% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Ecclesmachan & Oatridge are easily 

accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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FAULDHOUSE (6 responses) 

Pitch Sports, Parks & Gardens and 

Equipped Designated Play Spaces 

have been rated the most positively, 

as ’Fair’. 

The least positive scores were 

attributed to Natural & Semi-natural 

Urban Greenspaces and Courts & 

Greens, rated ‘Poor’.   

Open spaces are generally rated 

worse than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 67% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a the remaining 33% within 10 minutes. 

This suggests that open spaces in Fauldhouse are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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GREENRIGG (5 responses) 

Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces and Amenity 

Greenspace have been rated the most 

positively, as ’Fair’. 

The least positive scores were 

attributed to Track, Trails & Sports 

Equipment, Informal Play and Courts 

& Greens, rated ‘Poor’.   

Open spaces are generally rated 

worse than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 75% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a the remaining 25% within 10 minutes. 

This suggests that open spaces in Greenrigg are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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KIRKNEWTON - data set unavailable as consultees did not respond to questions 2.1 or 2.3 

Parks & Gardens have been rated the 

most positively, as ’Good’. 

The least positive score was attributed 

to Informal Play, rated ‘Fair’.  

Open spaces are generally rated 

better than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 52% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 24% within 10 minutes. 

20% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space. 4% stated they didn’t know how long it takes. 

This suggests that open spaces in Linlithgow are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 

LINLITHGOW (36 responses) 



25  

LIVINGSTON NORTH (NORTH OF RIVER ALMOND) (66 responses) 

Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces have been rated the 

most positively, as ’Good’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Courts & Greens, rated ‘Fair’.  

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 50% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 27% within 10 minutes. 

19% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space. 4% stated they didn’t know how long it takes. 

This suggests that open spaces in Livingston North are easily accessible to 

most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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LIVINGSTON SOUTH (SOUTH OF RIVER ALMOND) (25 responses) 

Pitch Sports have been rated the most 

positively, as ’Fair’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Informal Play, rated ‘Fair’,.  

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 43% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 33% within 10 minutes. 

24% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Livingston South are easily accessible to 

most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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MID CALDER (25 responses) 

Parks & Gardens have been rated the 

most positively, as ’Good’.  

The least positive scores were 

attributed to Informal Play and Courts 

& Greens, rated ‘Fair’,.  

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 50% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 25% within 10 minutes. 

25% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Mid Calder are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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POLBETH (1 response) 

No types of open space were rated 

better than ’Fair’.  

The least positive scores were 

attributed to Pitch Sports, Equipped 

Designated Play Spaces and Amenity 

Greenspace, rated ‘Poor’,.  

No opinion was given to Tracks, Trails 

& Sports Equipment or Informal Play. 

Open spaces are generally rated 

worse than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that all consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes,. 

This suggests that open spaces in Polbeth are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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PUMPHERSTON & UPHALL STATION (4 responses) 

Informal Play has been rated the most 

positively, as ’Good’.  

The least positive scores were 

attributed to Equipped Designated 

Play Spaces, rated ‘Fair’.  

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 50% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 25% within 10 minutes. 

25% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Pumpherston & Uphall Station are easily 

accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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RURAL (3 responses) 

Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces have been rated the 

most positively, as ’Excellent’.  

The least positive scores were 

attributed to Pitch Sports, Informal 

Play and Courts & Greens, rated ‘Fair’.  

Open spaces are generally rated 

better than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 33% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 10 minutes. 

67% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces are easily accessible to some, but not to 

most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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SEAFIELD (1 response) 

Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces have been rated the 

most positively, as ’Good’.  

Most other types of open space were 

rated ‘Poor’.  

Open spaces are generally rated 

worse than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that all of the consultees can get to a local 

open space within 10 minutes. 

This suggests that open spaces in Seafield are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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STONEYBURN & BENTS - data set unavailable as consultees did not respond to questions 2.1 or 2.3 

Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces and Equipped 

Designated Play Spaces have been 

rated the most positively, as ’Good’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Courts & Greens, rated ‘Fair’.  

Open spaces are generally rated 

better than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 40% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 40% within 10 minutes. 

20% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Threemiletown are easily accessible to 

most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 

THREEMILETOWN (6 responses) 
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TORPHICHEN (13 responses) 

Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment has 

been rated the most positively, as 

’Good’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Pitch Sports, rated ‘Fair’.  

Open spaces are generally rated 

better than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 64% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 27% within 10 minutes. 

9% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to their 

nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Torphichen are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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WEST CALDER (16 responses) 

Natural & Semi-Natural Urban 

Greenspaces has been rated the most 

positively, as ’Fair’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment , 

rated ‘Poor’.  

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 15% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 50% within 10 minutes. 

21% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space. 14% of the consultee said they didn’t know how 

long it takes. 

This suggests that open spaces in West Calder are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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WESTFIELD (1 response) 

Equipped Designated Play Spaces 

have been rated the most positively, 

as ’Fair’.  

The other types of open space were 

all rated as ‘Poor’. 

Open spaces are generally rated 

worse than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that all of the consultees can get to a local 

open space within 5 minutes. 

This suggests that open spaces in Westfield are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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WHITBURN (10 responses) 

Equipped Designated Play Areas has 

been rated the most positively, as 

’Fair’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment , 

rated ‘Poor’.  

The ratings are broadly in line with 

council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 67% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 22% within 10 minutes. 

11% of consultees indicated that it takes them over 10 minutes to travel to 

their nearest open space.  

This suggests that open spaces in Whitburn are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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WINCHBURGH (5 responses) 

Parks & Gardens, Natural & Semi-

Natural Urban Greenspaces and 

Equipped Designated Play Areas have 

been rated the most positively, as 

’Good’.  

The least positive score was attributed 

to Courts & Greens, rated ‘Fair’.  

Open spaces are generally rated 

better than the council-wide results. 

Q2.3 How long does it normally take you to travel to your local open space?  

The adjacent pie chart shows that 25% of consultees can get to a local open 

space within 5 minutes, and a further 75% within 10 minutes. 

This suggests that open spaces in Winchburgh are easily accessible to most.  

Q2.1 How would you rate the quality of the following types of open spaces in your local area: 
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SECTION 3 - Improvements 

SURVEY RESULTS & ANALYSIS 

The survey results from section 3 are firstly analysed for the whole of West Lothian. Key questions are then analysed again split by locality. This will 

help us understand the overall trends Council-wide, as well as particular priorities on a single locality level.  

It should be noted that some of the localities had a low response rate, and the ‘split by locality’ results may not be representative of all the residents. 

COUNCIL-WIDE 

Q3.1 Our Open Space Strategy will be based around 6 outcomes set by the Scottish Government. This means 6 different types of action we 

can take to improve open spaces. 

 

Please rank these in order of importance to you with 1 being most important and 6 being the least important. We will aim to prioritise 

investment in line with these results.  

The table adjacent shows the average 

rating for each type of space.  

‘Improving access to green 

infrastructure and open space’ was 

ranked as most important, with 

‘Improving health and wellbeing’ 

following closely behind.  

This suggests that people in West 

Lothian are most interested in 

improvements to those outcomes. 
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Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The table adjacent shows the average 

rating for each type of space.  

‘Quality’ was ranked as most important, 

with ‘Accessibility’ following closely 

behind.  

This suggests that people in West 

Lothian consider it most important that 

their open spaces are attractive, 

engaging and easy to get to.  

Having lots more open spaces is not a 

priority to most consultees. 

Q3.2 We need to make sure open spaces in West Lothian meet the following 3 criteria. 

Please rate these in order of importance with 1 being most important and 3 being the least important: 

The table adjacent shows the average 

rating for each type of space.  

‘Amenity Greenspace’ was ranked as 

needing most investment, with 

‘Equipped Designated Play Spaces’ 

following closely behind.  

The spaces ranked as needing least 

investment were ‘Pitch Sports’ and 

‘Tracks, Trails & Sports Equipment’. 
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Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The top 5 improvements noted by the consultees are: 

1. The space should be better cared for and maintained 

2. More nature and biodiversity 

3. More play for older children 

4. The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism 

5. Better seating and benches 

This suggests those specific improvements would offer the most benefit to the public across West Lothian. 
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Plant for seasonal colour 

Better maintenance for buildings located within parks 

Less pollution 

Less development of open land 

Create an additional pump track / skate park in Living-

ston North 

Improve paths in East Calder Park 

Less litter and dog foul 

Padel courts 

Reduce the recreational use of cemeteries 

Ensure paths are cleaned and shrubs cut back 

Adopt open spaces and play areas in private housing 

estates 

Additional bins 

Additional car parking 

Create a high quality play area 

Create social spaces and shelter at play areas for super-

vising adults 

Prevent offroad motorbikes 

Improve quality of skate park surfaces 

Ensure entrances to underpasses and crossings are 

clear 

More police presence 

Maintain rather than remove features within open spaces 

Increase mowing 

Provide play areas which are fenced and inclusive 

More natural play and picnic areas in Eliburn Park 

Create spaces where dogs must be on lead 

Q3.4 ctd 

In addition to the multiple choice answers ranked on the 

previous page, the public were able to write their own 

suggestions. 

Those have been summarised below. 

Q3.5 How did you hear about this survey? 

Most of the public heard about the survey through West Lothian Council 

Social Media, through a Group or Employer, or via Word of Mouth. 
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ADDIEWELL & LOGANLEA (28 responses) 

SECTION 3 - Improvements  

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (2.5) 

2. Amenity Greenspace (3.1) 

3. Parks & Gardens (3.9) 

 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. The space should be better cared for and maintained (7 votes) 

2. Better paths and entrances (4 votes) 

3. The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism / Public toilets / More play for older children / More nature and biodiversity / An 

attractive & inspiring design (joint at 3 votes) 

Additional public comments : Prevent offroad motorbikes 

The key survey results are now analysed again split by locality, as outlined earlier. Questions 3.3 and 3.4 have been chosen as data sets for further 

analysis as they refer specifically to the open spaces within each locality. 
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ARMADALE (6 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (1.4) 

2. Informal Play (2.8) 

3. Pitch Sports ( 4.4) 

4. Courts & Greens (4.4) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More play for older children (4 votes) 

2. More play for younger children / An attractive & inspiring design (joint at 3 votes) 

3. Better seating and benches (2 votes) 

4. Better access by train or bus / Better car parking / Better paths and entrances / For there to be an Open Space closer to my home / More 

accessible and inclusive for those with disabilities / More nature and biodiversity / Public toilets / Safer access by bike or walking (car-free) / The 

space should be better cared for and maintained / The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (joint at 1 vote) 

Additional public comments : Less litter and dog foul 
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BATHGATE (34 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (2.8) 

2. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.4) 

3. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (3.4) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (12 votes) 

2. Safer access by bike or walking (car-free) / The space should be better cared for and maintained (joint at 11 votes) 

3. Better seating and benches / More nature and biodiversity (joint at 10 votes) 

Additional public comments : Reduce the recreational use of cemeteries, Increase mowing 
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BLACKBURN (2 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (1) 

2. Tracks, Trails & Sports 

Equipment (2) 

3. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. An attractive & inspiring design / Better seating and benches / More nature and biodiversity / More play for older children / More play for younger 

children / More to do for adults / Public toilets / Safer access by bike or walking (car-free) (joint at 1 vote) 
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BLACKRIDGE (2 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Tracks, Trails & Sports 

Equipment (1) 

2. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (2) 

3. Courts & Greens (3) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. An attractive & inspiring design / Better seating and benches / Information on local history & culture / More nature and biodiversity / More play for 

older children (joint at 1 vote) 
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BREICH, HARWOOD & HARBURN (3 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Informal Play (1) 

2. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (2) 

3. Parks & Gardens (3) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. Less flooding and waterlogging / More play for older children / More play for younger children / More to do for adults / The space should be 

better cared for and maintained (joint at 1 vote) 
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BROXBURN & UPHALL (14 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Parks & Gardens (3.1) 

2. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.2) 

3. Amenity Greenspace (3.7) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (8 votes) 

2. The space should be better cared for and maintained (7 votes) 

3. Better paths and entrances (6 votes) 

4. More accessible and inclusive for those with disabilities (5 votes) 

5. Less flooding and waterlogging / More play for older children (joint at 4 votes) 

Additional public comments : Improve quality of skate park surfaces, Provide more activities, Provide play areas which are fenced and inclusive 



49  

DECHMONT (4 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (1) 

2. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3) 

3. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (3.5) 

4. Courts & Greens (3.5) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. An attractive & inspiring design / Less flooding and waterlogging / More accessible and inclusive for those with disabilities / More play for older 

children / More play for younger children (joint at 1 vote) 
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EAST CALDER (10 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.4) 

2. Amenity Greenspace (3.6) 

3. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (3.7) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. An attractive & inspiring design / More nature and biodiversity (5 votes) 

2. More play for older children (4 votes) 

3. More to do for adults / Public toilets (joint at 3 votes) 

Additional public comments : Improve paths in East Calder Park 
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ECCLESMACHAN & OATRIDGE (6 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (2) 

2. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3) 

3. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (3) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More nature and biodiversity / More play for older children / More play for younger children / Safer access by bike or walking (car-free) (joint at 2 

votes) 

2. An attractive & inspiring design / Better seating and benches / Information on local history & culture / More to do for adults / Public toilets / The 

space should be better cared for and maintained / The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (joint at 1 vote) 
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FAULDHOUSE (6 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (2) 

2. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.3) 

3. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (4) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. Better access by train or bus / The space should be better cared for and maintained (joint at 3 votes) 

2. Better seating and benches / Less flooding and waterlogging /  More nature and biodiversity / More to do for adults / Safer access by bike or 

walking (car-free) / The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (joint at 2 votes) 
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GREENRIGG (5 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (1.3) 

2. Informal Play (3) 

3. Amenity Greenspace (4.3) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More play for younger children (3 votes) 

2. Better paths and entrances / Better seating and benches / More play for older children (joint at 2 votes) 

3. An attractive & inspiring design / Better car parking / More accessible and inclusive for those with disabilities / More nature and biodiversity / The 

space should be better cared for and maintained (joint at 1 vote) 
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Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (3) 

2. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (3.4) 

3. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.7) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More nature and biodiversity / Public toilets (joint at 12 votes) 

2. More play for older children (10 votes) 

3. Better seating and benches / The space should be better cared for and maintained (joint at 9 votes) 

Additional public comments : Less pollution, Padel courts, Create a high quality play area, More biodiversity 

KIRKNEWTON - data set unavailable as consultees did not respond to questions 3.3 or 3.4 

LINLITHGOW (36 responses) 
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LIVINGSTON NORTH (NORTH OF RIVER ALMOND) (66 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (2.7) 

2. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.5) 

3. Parks & Gardens (3.6) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More nature and biodiversity (23 votes) 

2. Better seating and benches (22 votes) 

3. The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (21 votes) 

4. The space should be better cared for and maintained (19 votes) 

5. An attractive & inspiring design / More play for younger children (joint at 16 votes) 

Additional public comments : Better accessibility to parks, Create an additional pump track / skate park in Livingston North, Ensure paths are cleaned 

and shrubs cut back, More play equipment for babies, More natural play and picnic areas in Eliburn Park. 
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LIVINGSTON SOUTH (SOUTH OF RIVER ALMOND) (25 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (2.5) 

2. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (2.9) 

3. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.3) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. The space should be better cared for and maintained (12 votes) 

2. The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (9 votes) 

3. Better seating and benches / More play for older children / Public toilets (joint at 7 votes) 

Additional public comments : Less litter and dog foul, Create social spaces and shelter at play areas for supervising adults, Ensure entrances to 

underpasses and crossings are clear, More police presence, Less development of open land. 



57  

MID CALDER (5 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (1.7) 

2. Amenity Greenspace (2) 

3. Courts & Greens (3) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. Less flooding and waterlogging / More nature and biodiversity / The space should be better cared for and maintained (joint at 2 votes) 

2. An attractive & inspiring design / Better paths and entrances / Better seating and benches / For there to be an Open Space closer to my home / 

Information on local history & culture / More play for older children / More play for younger children / The space should feel safer and there 

should be less vandalism (joint at 1 vote) 
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POLBETH (1 response) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Pitch Sports (1) 

2. Amenity Greenspace (2) 

3. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. Better seating and benches / Less flooding and waterlogging / More play for younger children / The space should be better cared for and 

maintained / The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (joint at 1 vote) 
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PUMPHERSTON & UPHALL STATION (4 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (2) 

2. Parks & Gardens (2.5) 

3. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.5) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. Better paths and entrances / More play for older children / More play for younger children (joint at 2 votes) 

2. An attractive & inspiring design / Information on local history & culture / More nature and biodiversity / The space should be better cared for and 

maintained (joint at 1 vote) 
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RURAL (3 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (1) 

2. Tracks, Trails & Sports 

Equipment (2.5) 

3. Amenity Greenspace (3.5) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. Better paths and entrances / More nature and biodiversity / The space should be better cared for and maintained (joint at 2 votes) 

2. For there to be an Open Space closer to my home / Less flooding and waterlogging / Safer access by bike or walking (car-free) (joint at 1 vote) 
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SEAFIELD (1 response) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (1) 

2. Courts & Greens (2) 

3. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. Better seating and benches / For there to be an Open Space closer to my home / More accessible and inclusive for those with disabilities / More 

nature and biodiversity / The space should be better cared for and maintained (joint at 1 vote) 
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Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Courts & Greens (2.5) 

2. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (2.7) 

3. Amenity Greenspace (3) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More nature and biodiversity (3 votes) 

2. Better car parking (2 votes) 

3. An attractive & inspiring design / Better paths and entrances / Better seating and benches / More accessible and inclusive for those with 

disabilities / Safer access by bike or walking (car-free) (joint at 1 vote) 

Additional public comments : Additional car parking 

STONEYBURN & BENTS - data set unavailable as consultees did not respond to questions 3.3 or 3.4 

THREEMILETOWN (6 responses) 
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TORPHICHEN (13 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (2.8) 

2. Amenity Greenspace (3.3) 

3. Informal Play (3.4) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More play for older children (7 votes) 

2. More play for younger children / The space should be better cared for and maintained (joint at 6 votes) 

3. More accessible and inclusive for those with disabilities / Safer access by bike or walking (car-free) (joint at 4 votes) 

Additional public comments : Additional bins 
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WEST CALDER (16 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (2.8) 

2. Amenity Greenspace (3.4) 

3. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.6) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More play for older children (8 votes) 

2. The space should be better cared for and maintained (7 votes) 

3. More nature and biodiversity / Public toilets (6 votes) 

4. Better paths and entrances (5 votes) 

5. More play for younger children / Safer access by bike or walking (car-free) / The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism 

(joint at 4 votes) 

Additional public comments : Adopt open spaces and play areas in private housing estates 
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WESTFIELD (1 response) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (1) 

2. Amenity Greenspace (2) 

3. Informal Play (3) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. An attractive & inspiring design / Better paths and entrances / Better seating and benches / More accessible and inclusive for those with 

disabilities / More nature and biodiversity / More play for older children / More play for younger children / The space should be better cared for 

and maintained / The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (joint at 1 vote) 
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WHITBURN (10 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (1.9) 

2. Parks & Gardens (2.7) 

3. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (3.7) 

 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More nature and biodiversity (7 votes) 

2. Information on local history & culture / The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (joint at 6 votes) 

3. The space should be better cared for and maintained (5 votes) 

4. Better paths and entrances / More accessible and inclusive for those with disabilities (joint at 4 votes) 

Additional public comments : Better maintenance for buildings located within parks, Less development of open land, Maintain rather than remove 

features within open spaces 
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WINCHBURGH (5 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Equipped Designated Play 

Spaces (1) 

2. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (2.5) 

3. Informal Play (2.5) 

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. More nature and biodiversity / More play for older children / More play for younger children (joint at 2 votes) 

2. An attractive & inspiring design / Better seating and benches / Less flooding and waterlogging / More to do for adults (joint at 1 vote) 



68  

SURVEY RESULTS & ANALYSIS 

Certain demographics with protected characteristics may come across barriers in using and accessing open space. It is understood, that those 

consultees may not constitute a majority vote, and as such the following sections analyse priority data separately for those key demographics. The aim 

is to ensure inclusivity is considered in any future investment. 

ANALYSIS FOR INCLUSIVITY - ELDERLY (65+ AGE) (39 responses) 

Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (2) 

2. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (3.2) 

3. Equipped Designated Play 

Space (3.4) 

 

This is mostly in line with the council-

wide results, except more weight is 

given to Amenity Greenspace. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. The space should be better cared for and maintained (21 votes) 

2. Better paths and entrances (18 votes) 

3. Better seating and benches (16 votes) 

4. More nature and biodiversity / The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (joint at 15 votes) 
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Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Equipped Designated Play 

Space (2.6) 

2. Informal Play (3.3) 

3. Parks & Gardens (4) 

 

This is mostly in line with the council-

wide results, except more weight is 

given to Designated Play Spaces and 

Informal Play, and less weight is given 

to Amenity Greenspace. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

• More play for younger children (9 votes),  An attractive & inspiring design (8 votes) and  More nature and biodiversity (7 votes) were the top 

choices for the <5 age group 

• More play for older children (7 votes),  More play for younger children (5 votes) and The space should be better cared for and maintained (5 

votes) were the top choices for the 5-11 age group 

• The space should be better cared for and maintained (5 votes), More play for older children (4 votes), Better paths and entrances (3 votes) and 

More play for younger children (3 votes) were the top choices for the 12-18 age group 

 

ANALYSIS FOR INCLUSIVITY - CHILDREN (0-17 AGE) (34 responses) 
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Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

Data sets analysed for men and 

women show minimal variation from 

the council-wide results and are not 

analysed further via bar chart. 

1 consultee noted their gender as 

‘Other’ and the results for this 1 vote 

are shown adjacent and below. 

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment for this vote 

were : 

1. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (1) 

2. Amenity Greenspace (2) 

3. Parks & Gardens (3) 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

• More nature and biodiversity (69 votes),  The space should be better cared for and maintained (67 votes), Better paths and entrances and More 

play for older children (joint at 58 votes) were the top choices for those who selected their gender as ‘female’. 

• The space should be better cared for and maintained (32 votes), The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (30 votes) and 

More nature and biodiversity (27 votes) were the top choices for those who selected their gender as ‘male’. 

• Better seating and benches, Less flooding and waterlogging and Public toilets (joint at 1 vote) were the top choices for those who selected their 

gender as ‘other’. 

ANALYSIS FOR INCLUSIVITY - GENDER (309 responses) 
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Q3.3 What types of open spaces do you consider need most investment in your local area? 

Please rank these in order of importance with 1 needing most investment and 8 needing least investment.  

Q3.4 What improvements to your local open spaces would make you visit them more often? Select the 5 most beneficial improvements. 

The types of Open Space rated as 

needing most investment were : 

1. Amenity Greenspace (2.6) 

2. Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces (3.3) 

3. Parks & Gardens (3.8) 

 

This is mostly in line with the council-

wide results, except more weight is 

given to Natural & Semi-natural Urban 

Greenspaces and less to Equipped 

Designated Play Space. 

The most beneficial improvements selected by the consultees were : 

1. The space should be better cared for and maintained (22 votes) 

2. More nature and biodiversity (20 votes) 

3. More accessible and inclusive for those with disabilities (18 votes) 

4. The space should feel safer and there should be less vandalism (15 votes) 

5. Public toilets / Safer access by bike or walking (car-free) (joint at 14 votes) 

The top votes for each type of disability were as follows : ‘Better paths and entrances’ & ‘More nature and biodiversity’ were the top vote for those with 

a learning disability, ‘More nature and biodiversity’ was the top vote for those with a mental health condition and those with a neurodivergent condition, 

‘The space should be better cared for and maintained’ was the top vote for those with a physical disability and ‘Better paths and entrances’,  ‘More 

accessible and inclusive for those with disabilities’ & ‘More nature and biodiversity’ were the top vote for those with a sensory impairment. 

ANALYSIS FOR INCLUSIVITY - DISABILITY (54 responses) 
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APPENDIX 1 - SAMPLE SURVEY 
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