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Sommers Park, Mid Calder — Community Consultation Survey Results
SUMMARY

Introduction

A consultation was held in May 2025, in order to gain feedback on what the community thought
about Sommers Park, Mid Calder. Suggestions were also sought from the community for
proposals that would enhance the park. This is part of Community Choices, the council’s
participatory budgeting tool to assist focussed investment as part of the Open Space capital
investment programme in parks. The survey was conducted on-line. Feedback was sought via
a simple questionnaire. One hundred and two people participated in the survey by the deadline
of 25 May 2025.

What people like about the park

The woodland setting is well liked, particularly the Redwood trees. People enjoy walking in the
park, where they can experience the peace and quiet. The informal and natural elements are
appreciated. It is a good place to meet others.

What people don’t like about the park

The lack of seating, lighting, fencing and bins were noted as dislikes. The state of the
woodland, particularly fallen branches and cut up trunks being left near the paths, as well as
overgrown areas, are not appreciated.

Proposals
A number of proposals have been drawn up following the community consultation.

Next Steps
A quote for the proposed works will be obtained. If the cost of these proposals is within budget
then works will be undertaken with completion expected by 31 March 2026.




Introduction

An online consultation was held to gain feedback on the community’s likes and dislikes about
Sommers Park in Mid Calder with suggestions also sought on how to enhance the park. The
consultation was available on the council’'s website from the 6th to the 25™ of May 2025.

This exercise forms part of the council's Community Choices process. West Lothian
Community Choices is West Lothian Council’'s version of Participatory Budgeting - a
democratic process which empowers people and communities to have a greater say in how
public money is spent. West Lothian Community Choices empowers everyone from
community groups to individual service users to get involved in local decision making via a
democratic Participatory Budgeting process. This consultation method is being used by Open
Space to focus spend as part of the capital investment programme in West Lothian’s public
parks.

Sommers Park is a public park owned and maintained by the council. The park is just over 2
hectares in size and designated as a Local Park. It is roughly rectangular in shape and
relatively flat. The park is centrally located in the newer area of the village.

The park is situated in part of the former garden of Calder House. It benefits from a mature
woodland structure and comprises a mix of coniferous and broadleaved trees including Giant
Redwoods and fruit trees. There is also an open grass area. Whindust or Bitmac topped paths
create a circular network around the park with formal and informal access points available in
the north, east and south-west. There is heritage style signposting at some park entrances,
an interpretation board summarising the park’s history and bins placed in and at the entrance
to the park. A central sundial feature is a nod to a former seventeenth century sundial which
was (just one of the former sundials) previously located here before being presented to the
National Trust for Scotland in 1971, and later relocated to Culzean Castle.

The park is accessed off pavements from the north and east, which separate it from residential
development that also forms the park’s southern and western boundaries. There is no
dedicated parking for the park.

Information gathering

An on-line survey was used to gather comments and gain feedback from the community and
local stakeholders. This was posted on the Council’s website and available for completion
between the 6" and 25™ of May 2025. Emails were sent to the local ward members, Mid Calder
Community Council and a number of council officers advising of the park survey and
encouraging their completion and/or sharing. Posters were put up in and around the park
which included the website link along with a QR code connecting you directly to the survey.

There were 102 responses received by the closing date.
Feedback

Full responses to the survey are available in Appendix 1. A summary of answers to each
guestion is set out below.



What people like about the park

The park is considered a nice place to walk, with the community able to enjoy the peace and
quiet. It is regarded as an “untouched” and “informal” area by some while others like its
heritage and the setting created by the old trees and tree lined paths. The fact that it is close
to them is a positive for some and somewhere that they can meet others, particularly dog
walkers. Nature can be observed and wildlife spotted here with the fruit trees and Redwoods
particularly mentioned. The sundial is also liked. The park provides a shortcut to the bus stop
and “an adventure for young children”.

What people don’t like about the park

The lack of seating and lighting is not liked along with the dog fouling and lack of dog waste
bins. Some think it is crowded with dog walkers and others that it is underused. The state of
the trees, their height and how fallen and felled trees and branches have been left near path
edges are dislikes. Areas have been left un-strimmed and nettles and weeds overrun the
orchard area. The wet and muddy grass and state of the paths is not liked. There is no fenced
area for children or dogs.




Suggestions to enhance the park

A number of suggestions were made by the community to enhance the park or improve the
enjoyment of park users. These and any relevant comments relating to them or other feedback
are as follows —

Seating — There are a number of wooden benches and seats that are formed from felled tree
trunks sited in the park. While these may provide an informal spot to rest they do not have any
back or armrests to assist users and are shaded which some may not like.

There were a number of suggestions for somewhere to seat and the park is large enough to
accommodate a new seat, particularly in the central, open area where users could enjoy the
open aspect. Non-wooden street furniture is recommended to increase longevity and reduce
potential for vandalism.

Lighting- — Lighting is generally not provided within the Council’s parks. Historically, some
parks had lighting installed where there is an adopted path, Safe Route to School or Core Path
running through it, however, Sommers Park does not have any of these access routes.

The Council does not have the resources to install new lighting and maintain these assets.

A lit and sealed surfaced path is available along the northern and eastern external boundary
of the park.

Lighting within the park will not, therefore, be considered by the council.

Play area — The council aims to provide a play area within 500m of homes in urban areas. The
Sommers Park area has access to a number of play areas within this distance and, therefore,
meets the accessibility standard for play areas.

Investment in play areas and play equipment is from a separate budget to the park investment
budget. The budget that is currently available is for the park’s enhancement. Even if this was
available for play assets it is not of a sufficient amount to install a new Locally Equipped Area
of Play (LEAP).

Play does not have to take place within an equipped environment. One of the main reasons
for the community liking Sommers Park is its informal setting formed by the woodland and
open space. The woodland, as well as the open, grassed area provides a stimulating
environment for children where they can connect with nature and have informal and incidental



play experiences using their imagination and creativity. A play area within the park will not,
therefore, be considered within Sommers Park.

Path surfacing — There are remains of a tree stump located within the north-western section
of the whindust path which could be a tripping point and this needs to be removed.

Fenced areas- A gated area for exercising dogs was suggested as well as a fenced area which
could exclude dogs.

The council has considered fenced off areas for dogs before and will not be implementing
such areas in parks. This is mainly due to the high level of dog fouling likely to be generated
in one area and the health issues associated with this and its management but also the
resulting loss of some of the active open space that would be available to the public.

The council encourages dog owners to keep their dogs under close control when in public
parks, whether on or off a lead. The council does not, however, have the resources to ensure
that this happens at all sites and the council has no enforcement powers in relation to expelling
dogs from sites.

The council can investigate the behaviour of a dog that is considered out of control but requires
particular information from those making the complaint. Further information on this can be
found at https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/34360/Out-of-Control-Dogs

Unfortunately, dog fouling is an issue in many parks and open spaces. The majority of dog
owners are responsible and do clean up after their animals but a small element does not. If
you want to report dog fouling that needs cleaned up, want to report a damaged dog waste
bin or have an existing one emptied, please use the council's online form at
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32095/Report-a-Dog-Fouling-Issue

In general, fencing an area where children can play is avoided (unless a play area is close to
a potential hazard such as a road) as it often creates a number of issues such as difficult
maintenance access, increased maintenance costs, it may discourage wheelchair users, limit
a child into playing in a small space as opposed to the whole park and increase the threat of
harm to children through bullying where they may find it hard to leave the space when they
wish to do so.

Defibrillator The council does not provide defibrillators in parks. Some parks may have these
placed in them e.g. where a public/community building is located, but this has generally been
arranged by the community with external funding with the units then managed (through the
provision of a key or access code) and maintained by a community group or nearby community
facility.

If a community group wishes to raise the funding, manage the installation and supply of a
defibrillator and its on-going management and maintenance it can be considered by Open
Space. lIts location, including current use of the area and any effects on current ground
maintenance, would need to be carefully considered.

Drainage — There were suggestions for drainage in the grass area of the park which becomes
boggy during, and after, it has rained. This is due to the flat topography and especially the
underlying clay which is common across West Lothian. It is acknowledged that the south-
western corner of the open area can get particularly muddy making it unpleasant for park users
but also difficult for grass cutting machinery. Unfortunately, there is insufficient funding to
install comprehensive drainage to the grass to effectively dry it out.


https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/34360/Out-of-Control-Dogs
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32095/Report-a-Dog-Fouling-Issue

Rather than leave this area “unusable” it is suggested that it is enhanced for biodiversity by
planting it with species that prefer wet conditions but can also cope in drier/drought conditions.
There are different wildflower seed mixes, bulbs and plants that would cope in the wetter,
shadier part of this open space.

Maintenance — A number of suggestions were made for enhancing the maintenance of the
park. These are addressed below.

-Tidy up fallen trees and branches - Sommers Park, like many other parks and open spaces
with trees and woodland, suffered from the effects of Storm Eowyn in January 2025. The
council does not have the resources to remove fallen or felled trees and large branches from
sites. Where possible they are moved to the edge of a path or left where they fall if not affecting
accessibility. In some areas they cannot be removed from site due to their size or cannot be
accessed by vehicle. If required, sections will be sawn to allow access such as where a tree
has fallen across a path and the section then left at the side.

Dead wood does have many biodiversity advantages and provides habitat and food as it
decays for mammals, birds, insects, fungi and plants.




-Increase grass cuts/remove nettles and weeds - Operational Services (NETS’s, Land &
Countryside) maintains the grounds of Sommers Park (and other open spaces across West
Lothian). This includes grass cutting, weed spraying and hedge/shrub cutting. Service level
standards are in place to ensure that grounds maintenance is planned consistently and
effectively across the county with the resources that are available. Further information on
these can be found on the council’s website at
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/groundsmaintenanceservice

The council has recently approved a change to its Service Standards for grass cutting in order
to secure benefits for biodiversity. These changes are required in part to address outcomes
from the previous Community Choice consultation on grounds maintenance service delivery
and to address the ongoing Nature and Climate emergencies.

The Grassland Management Strategy sets out a proposed plan for changes over a 10-year
period commencing from 2025 which aims to address the results from Community Choices
consultation and deliver a sustainable approach to amenity grassland management benefiting
wildlife and the communities they serve. It will help deliver actions of the West Lothian Local
Biodiversity Action Plan and link into other council strategies and plans.

Sommers Park already has areas which are managed for nature and left wild or have reduced
grass cutting. The new Strategy (available at
https://coins.westlothian.gov.uk/coins/viewDoc.asp?c=e%97%9Db%8Ei%7E%8D%8B)  will
include the (re)consideration of all parks to see if they can deliver the Strategy and further
biodiversity across West Lothian.

-Tidy up around sun-dial — When the sundial was installed in 2016 it was finished with a
whindust surround. Since then this has become worn in some patches as people approach
and use the sundial or had weeds grown through it. The surface surrounding the numeral
slabs could be re-dusted with whindust to improve this area.



https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/groundsmaintenanceservice
https://coins.westlothian.gov.uk/coins/viewDoc.asp?c=e%97%9Db%8Ei%7E%8D%8B

-Removal of ivy from wall/pillars — Ivy is an important food, shelter and nesting site for
caterpillars, insects, birds and small mammals but it can also be a destructive element when
growing up/on walls and structures.

The pillars at the northern entranceway of the park have an amount of ivy growing up and on
them which is screening the park name plaque and could potentially damage the structures.
The removal of ivy from the pillars and wall is suggested to mitigate damage to them.

History of site- The interpretation board in the central area of the park provides a summary of
information about the site. It does have some graffiti on it which could be removed, if possible.

Biodiversity-

More trees and flowers — There were suggestions for additional trees including fruit trees and
flowers including wildflowers. The site has a strong woodland structure comprising a range of
trees. There is, however, room in the smaller central grass section, to the north of the sealed
path, for additional trees which could include fruit trees. This would be a nod to the former
garden located here but also provide picking opportunities for the local community as well as
a foraging food source for wildlife.

Wildflowers mean different things to different people. Some regard the poppy, daisy and
cornflower mixes that can be seen in parks as wild flowers. These do occur naturally in small
patches but the swathes of colour are usually deliberately planted and managed. Often “real’
wild flowers and grasses are regarded as weeds, such as nettles and dandelions, but in fact
have an important role to play in our ecosystem providing food sources for caterpillars and
pollinators, a place for ladybirds to lay eggs or provide shelter and nesting sites for a range of
wildlife.



West Lothian Council has declared a Nature Emergency (as well as a Climate Emergency)
and is trying to combat the loss of native habitat and support the creation of new habitat. This
includes stopping grass cutting in some areas and leaving it for wildlife. In addition, the council
does not have the resources to cut all grass and vegetation in parks and open spaces where
it previously did so.

Sommers Park already has areas for wildlife such as within the orchard or on the opposite
side to it, over the path. New habitat could be created by introducing different plants
particularly around the wet area of grass (mentioned above) or along the sunnier northern
edge of the open grass. This would also introduce colour and interest for human visitors to the
park. The choice of species would need to be considered against the ground conditions to
ensure “right plant in the right place”.

Bird and bird boxes — There is a range of natural roosting, nesting and sheltering areas within
Sommers Park provided by the trees, shrubs and long grasses which are likely to be preferred
by wildlife over man-made bird and bat boxes. The council does not generally install boxes
unless seeking to attract a particular species for conservation reasons.

Littering and bins
There were suggestions for more bins and emptying of the existing bins.

The Cleaner Communities team within the council determines the number of bins within the
county. The current provision in Sommers Park is considered to be sufficient. The bins situated
within the park and at its northern entrance can be used to deposit both litter and dog fouling.

The park is regularly litter picked and the bins emptied. If you would like to report an
overflowing bin or litter on site please use the council's on-line form at
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32091/Report-Litter

Details for reporting dog fouling are stated above.

Park proposals

Based on the community suggestions that can be implemented within the park (and likely to
be within budget) a number of proposals have been drawn up. A plan showing the proposals
is included below following the outline of proposals as follows -

Seating- A new metal seat is proposed on a new Bitmac surface at the edge of the existing
sealed path, on the north side of the larger grass area.

Tree stump removal- The tree stump located in the middle of the northern whindust path is
proposed for removal.

Wetland planting- The wettest corner of the large grass area is proposed to be planted with a
mix of plants and seed which are suited to wet ground.

Tidy up around sun-dial- The immediate area around and within the sundial feature is
proposed for resurfacing with whindust. This will include the removal of some grass/weeds
where the whindust would be spread.

Remove ivy- The ivy on the pillars and walls at the northern entrance is proposed for removal
to preserve the structures. There will still be ivy left in this area for wildlife to feed off and
shelter within.


https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32091/Report-Litter

Clean the interpretation board- The interpretation board has accumulated dirt over the years

and unfortunately, been subject to graffiti. Cleaning the board of dirt and graffiti is proposed to
enable clearer reading of the information.

New trees- At least two new fruit trees are proposed in the smaller central grass area (behind
the proposed new seat, as above). The number will depend on the species chosen (probably
apple) and their spread etc. after consideration of what conditions different types may need.

New bulbs- A strip of bulbs, approximately 45mx2m, in three sections to allow easy access
onto the grass, is proposed near the northern boundary of the large grass area. The species
will depend on preferred ground types of various bulbs but those that have particular benefits
for insects will be prioritised. The bulbs will be set back at least 2m from the existing path edge
to allow continued adjacent grass cutting for amenity even when the bulbs are growing and
then dying back.

A layout plan showing the above proposals is shown below.
Next Steps

This report will be made available on the Councils webpage at
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo under Reports.

The implementation of any of the above proposals depends on their costs being within the
available park budget. A quote for the above proposals will now be sought. If the cost of this
is within the park budget then the work will be implemented. It is hoped that all work can be
completed by the end of March 2026.

The 75 respondents who provided email addresses will be kept updated about the park
improvements. Anyone else who would like to join the list can request to do so by emailing
Carol.Campbell@westlothian.gov.uk



https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
mailto:Carol.Campbell@westlothian.gov.uk
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Appendix 1 - All survey results (as returned in surveys but with some personal details
redacted).

1. What do you like best about this park?
The woodland walk
The open space and the pathway around the park
Peaceful area to walk. Space for children to run around and engage in free play
Sun dial, open space, wooded paths, wildflowers
It's large open space for everyone to use
The history behind it and the old ttres
Safe open space for children to run, climb, play

we use this park daily, our children call it “the secret garden”. We walk around it daily
and the children play on the grass

The mix of open space and woodland feel, the mix of trees in the park, the nature
and apple and pear trees in the autumn.

Beautiful green space with wonderful birdlife and a place for kids to play
Walking through the avenue of trees.

Quiet space for locals to walk dogs and exercise. No yobs hanging around boozing
and causing trouble.

Quite setting, short circular walk suitable for most abilities
It feels natural, old and peaceful.

The space for kids and dogs

Nice outdoor space that feels away from busy streets

It's quiet and peaceful

Sundial and open space

Green space, both open and wooded

That it was gifted to the people of Mid Calder by the property developer. There is a
carved stone under the ivy saying so. Also that the entrance was enhanced and laid
by kids on community service.

Great for meeting friends and dog walking

How natural it is and peaceful

| love the walk through the trees

Walking through

The natural feel of a wood within close proximity to my home.
Woods around central park and Monkey puzzle tree

Natural and open spaces. Wildflowers growing. Lovely community space without too
many manmade interventions.

The Redwood trees, in fact all the trees, such great examples of ancient trees.
All the trees

Great walk fun for young children to explore play nice and shaded in areas for.rain or
hotter weather..great heating birds and sometimes sewing deer eatvthe apple in
there

The trees

That it is a natural environment

The grass surrounded by trees

Nice green area

It's a lovely green area that my dog can run about in safely



The wonderful tall mature trees - especially the beeches and redwoods and open
space and fruit trees.

Quiet bit of beauturful natural woodland

The peace within the sea of houses. Also enjoy reminiscing about the history of the
park with small hints still visible in the bushes and trees.

Location, size, layout and wooded surrounding

I like the park ( that was originally an orchard)because it is a nice short quiet wild
walk it has all the wild snowdrops etc in the spring

The number of people who use it daily for excessive and dog walking - during the
pandemic a rock garden appeared supported by locals and children

The old hedging that have become trees, wildlife, the sense of history (the walled
garden for Calder house)

It is great for dog walking. It also has some amazing trees.
Being able to run around the path and enjoy being outside in the trees
Open space

I like the openess of the park. | like that there is no infrastructures there so it's nice
and quiet to let my dog off the lead for a run around. | enjoy walking the path in the
woods around the park too.

It's a large space and only seems to be used for a doggy playground

The grass in the middle, it’s brilliant for all the kids and dogs and the natural path that
goes around the edge through the trees.

The wooded paths around and through the park.

Safe & easily accessible for families & dogs.Being able to pick apples,pears &
raspberries when ripe.Love seein the squirrels & all the different birds & also the
bats.The sun dial is a great appeal too.

It's space

Good space for young people to play sports etc. also meet up point for dog wakers
Green spaces

the peacefulness

General woodland

Woodland sections

The green space for activity of all age groups and an environment for birds
Open space to enjoy birdlife, grand kids playing

Peace , openness , central to community ,space that people can gather

I's natural don’t won't it destroyed by adding artificial Elements qwit

The fact that part open and maintained and part, more or less left to nature.

It's an open area providing a space for kids to play , families to gather for leasure
activities and a safe area to exercise dogs, by responsible owners.

Great space to walk alone or with dogs, quiet, trees.

Meandering paths, still has a woodland feel

Quiet, peaceful, the overgrown natural look, birds singing.

Quiet, mature and young trees

Walkable green and mature trees and plants

The heritage and ancient feel of the park with the huge pine trees.
It's untouched state and lack of too much formality

The tree lined paths surrounding it. That it is just a little patch of the old house
grounds tucked away



Always clean & people use it respectfully

It's peaceful and calm

Local, tree lined paths

Close to a lot of residents that gather up with their dogs to meet.

It's between different neighbourhoods so you can meet a lot of people

| like that it shows its age. Old trees and hedge lines. | like that it is left to nature.
Nothing really stands out unfortunately.

The green area

The trees and the wildlife.

All of it, but especially the woodland. The Red Wood Trees are magnificent.
it is a great community space that is well used by locals.

the wildlife, the redwood trees, it’s a really special place, you can see deer
Lovely mature trees, birds, bats, nice walk.

It's local to me and I like to walk there. Lovely fruit trees.

Everything

Peace and Tranquility lovely morning walk

It's a lovely quiet space to sit if there were some benches

Nice park to walk through my son loves the sundial

Nice park to walk through

Unspoilt, quiet , loads of green space

Fruit trees

Trees and lovely walkways

the woodland area of it and the way you can walk through it as a shortcut to the bus
stop

The nature

Easy access to open space without the need to cross main roads
A bit of wildness in the middle of tamed square housing

The woodland area and walks

Natural habitat

Walking my dog in it

the grass space and walk through the woods

Quiet, natural place

Mix of woodland and grass. It's an adventure for young children.

Is there anything you don’t like?

Since the storms there’s a lot of tree debris lying around which doesn’t feel safe for
my kids

All the dog poop ! Inconsiderate dog walkers. But otherwise no. It's a great space
Creaky trees along the back fence (parallel to sommers Park street) - feels unsafe
during winter/high winds.

No seating, lack of bins, dog walkers not picking up poo, trees not being maintained
then danger/disruption in bad weather

| avoid it in high winds as not convinced the trees are all checked and safe from
falling over. Had near miss with large branches falling

No

Dog poo

areas of the grass are waterlogged for several months of the year



Lack of benches to have a seat on. Needs another dog poop/rubbish bin at the far
side of the park(the more wooded area), sadly not many people pick up their dogs
business, always have dog dirt on my pram wheels when | have been walking in the
wooded area.

Trails are overgrown at times.

It's full of dogs and dog poo constantly.

No

Smells of dog urine/faeces

Lack of sitting areas

Lots of dog poo, very poor grass area for playing games, fruit trees get over crowded,
entry way looks unkempt.

Mainly used by dog walkers.. would be great to have facilities for families and
children.

Dogs sometimes off their leash

Dog mess.

| don't like the dumping that goes on there from lazy gardeners. | don't like the sun
dial, it's useless. It was meant to be a kick pitch but vandals ruined that. | also don't
like that it is called Somers Park as it was always known as the Walled Garden until
the most recent update.

| would like to have benches which we don’t have !

I loveitasitis

It is basically a park for dogs and their owners to congregate. It does not seem to be
serving any other purpose

Nowhere to sit and take in the natural beauty.

No lighting so at night isn't used as much as could be. Many folk run around the
wooded circular route but unable to do that at night

No

Lack of seating.

Sometimes the grass area gets very badly damaged when it's wet and people/dogs
walking on it.

drugs at corner where tree stumps are made as seats ; Fires quite scary
you'll.see the logs at dial clock

The concrete pavements

Not currently but | would like it to be left as a natural environment WITHOUT any
additions such as benches ( which would be counter productive and probably attract
anti social gatherings)

No seats

The grass when wet can get very muddy.

The ugly council ‘no golf’ sign.

No

The boring entrance area where the former building has been totally lost. Its now
bland and lacking character.

Some dog walkers not picking up their dog’s poo!

No

The name is confusing, why not Calder House Walled Garden, or Sandilands park -
more apt

There are a lot of fallen trees that could be cleared away.

Location to the houses

No seating

Only that it can get quite muddy and wet in winter and would wish people wouldn't go
on the grass at that time of the year as it just makes it worse. | don't like that the tar
mac path doesn't have any street lights.

Not really it just feels it a free area not getting used for anything don’t even see many
kids playing football or games.



No benches at the grass area

The amount of people walking their dogs, especially the ones off the lead and smell
from them using the park as a toilet.

Dog owners not picking up their dog poo.Would be helpful if there was a poo bag
dispenser.

Paths get boggie

Not enough drainage- park becomes waterlogged very quickly. Some dog owners do
not pick up their dogs fouling even though bins are readily available.

We really like the park the way it is but some of the branches in the walkways could
be cut back. Very happy about there being no money for a play park as we really
don’t want that.

nothing particular

Needs a tidy up

The height of the trees on the north side creating a darkened environment for
pedestrians along the access path.

Nowhere to sit

No where to sit that is fixed, needs some clearance of storm damage

The park is excellent but dog owners are neglectful when it comes to picking up their
dog's mess. Having said that, the park users are respectful of the neighbours
bordering the park's boundaries.

Grass cutting is infrequent leaving large amount of grass cuttings on surface.

No.

Nothing.

Path within not solid so is awkward when rainy

Lack of seating facilities

How the grass area gets waterlogged.

| wish that the trees could be looked after a bit more to make sure they will survive.
The diversity of a woodland is important to all wildlife. The invasive ivy and the
rhododendrons should be removed as much as possible to allow more local plants
flourish.

The grass area is very muddy most of the year, drainage can’t be good. But it's grass
SO...

The trees bordering sommers park housing are really big and although they are
trimmed, there are some giants in there that are swaying about in the high winds in
autumn/winter etc

No it's perfect. Only lived in the area for 2 months and walk here daily with my dog
Not enough dog poo bins

Some areas on the right side of the grass area are always sogging wet/muddy and
can't let dogs loosely cause of that.; ; It would be great if this area could be patched.
It doesn't have anything in particular, the grass area has some muddy patches and
there's no fence so it's dangerous if a child or dog runs away.

No

Yes. | can respect the low-touch approach to the woodland/park area; however, it
looks and feels unkept. It's dark and dingy, not much life about it at all, very much
unloved. ; ; The dog's dirt is a real problem, however, there isn't much you can do
about people not picking up after their dogs.; ; Any time there is a storm and trees
come down, they are cut and then just left in place. There was one that blocked the
main path in your photo; it was cut to allow people to use the path, but the rest was
just left on either side. Some of the cut trees that are left to the side, then block
unofficial paths people use through the woods. Which then presents a problem if you
have a nervous dog, kids etc and no alternative route. Overall, these cut trees just
add to the unkept impression.; ; | understand there is biodiversity benefits for leaving
felled or fallen trees, I'm all for it, but | would hope that this or the lack of funds is not
being used as an excuse for what feels like a that will do, half-done job. These trees
could be left further into the wooded area, not next to the paths. ; ; The place needs



more strimming and maintenance in general. It's just full of nettles. Which is not the
best to look at. | doubt many people will go there for the views.

The reduction in trees

It would be nice to have more lighting in winter and possibly benches at the grass
area.

The Orchard is very over run with weeds and nettles. This makes access to the Fruit
trees difficult.

The only thing | feel its missing is some form of seating as it is used regularly by
elderly residents.

Some of the trees need maintenance

Dog poo.

At the moment there are a lot of large fallen branches.

The bins sometimes need emptying more frequently.

Crowded with groups of dog walkers meeting up

Nothing really just a bit of a big area that’s not used much

No

No

Amount of dog mess.

Lots of dead trees need tidied up. Doesn’t feel well cared for.

sometimes the grass/fern area of it can be really overgrown

The gravel paths was better when it was just dirt

Nothing for children and nowhere to sit

Fallen trees from recent storms have been cut up but left to rot. Large conifer trunks
with lots of branches covered in brown dead needles.

The pitch (grass area)

I am writing on behalf of residents of || GTcGEEEEEEEEEEEEEE -
would like benches put in as we are aware that this park is being used by a lot of dog
walkers and young families who use the area as a catch up for dogs and families to
spend times socialising. We are all in agreement that this should remain an open
space.

No where to sit and relax

how destroyed the trees are and all the leaves on the ground

The grassy area has poor drainage and is often boggy.

Please suggest things that could enhance the park or improve your enjoyment
of it.

A thorough tidy up please to make it small child friendly.

So I'd like to see some log style “seats” dotted through the park. The tree that fell at
the road entrance has been done this way and it’s great. Do more! Also a few tree
swings would be great for the kids ...although | appreciate the risk of attracting
unwanted behaviour

Tree maintenance- not just once they have fallen. ; A couple of benches alongside
the grass area would be nice.

Few seats (maybe made from trees from the park), more bins, people picking up dog
poo! More info about the history of mid calder/sun dial/wildlife in the park

Some benches by the sun dial. Elderly dog walkers meet often here and some could
appreciate a seat.

I think benches at the football pitch would be good as a lot of people met there daily
with their dogs and some are elderly.

A picnic table or two; ; Another bin to encourage people to clear up after their dogs
make more of the “secret garden” element of it, include some natural play equipment
or simply some football posts or places to sit. There is no play equipment for children
of the nearby houses without crossing a road. That being said, any equipment or
furniture needs to be in keeping with the parks nature and, critically, vandal proof or



does not attract unwanted attention. The park not being overlooked risks attracting
unsupervised groups up to no good.

A small play park for children to enjoy, doesn’t have to take up the whole green
space in the middle but just something like swings, slide , see saw that kind of thing.
More plaques giving info on the history of the park as | know it was part of the old
house and the owners used to collect trees from around the world and plant them
there would be great to have info around that. Benches dotted around to have a seat
and enjoy the nature. Another bin located in the wooded section of the park, this
would hopefully stop people leaving their dog’s business behind and trying to blend it
in with the leaves.

More clearing of dead wood.

Bins for dog poo. A designated area for dogs to be off leash so the rest of us can
walk in peace and kids can play in peace.

Dog shower.

Natural play park-climbing equipment for children and or adults ; Picnic benches;
Seats around the path for sitting to appreciate the surroundings ; More bins; A
brighter entrance - planted tub; Fruit trees replanted that were damaged in the
storms- and plants/herbs planted to encourage foraging

A play area for younger children that does not affect it being natural and peaceful.
Sitting areas

Be able to use the grass area for games like rounder or football. More fruit trees.
Maybe a fairy door walk for young kids.

Play area, benches,

Kids play area

If it was restored to how it looked when it was part of Torphicen house gardens.
Otherwise leave it be. It does it's job. Providing a walk for people especially those
with dogs. Kids can explore in the woods. Please don't put mushroom seats and
wooden animals in it or play park things. Didn't work for the kick pitch. Definitely do
not build on it.

A bench or benches would be great.

The entrance at the bottom end at the back of Westgate is quite steep and, when
wet, can be very slippy

As you enter the park grass either side leading up to the main grass area could be
better kept allowing for more play areas. | also think a seat of some sort would be
good.

Kids activities. It could be a climbing frame or some slides

Maybe a bench or some seating that would allow even stopping for a picnic or
something

Lighting, maybe a stone bench for elderly to sit at when they walk thru. Wooden
bench would just be burnt by kids on bonfire night

Not sure if there is a way to maintain the grass at the edge of the paths where dog
walkers stand as; It gets worn away and muddy in winter

Benches placed in various quiet places, but also maybe some woodland themed play
facilities fir children, a lot of children walk through Somers Park on their way home
from school.

Pruning back of some of the trees with dead branches. Some areas overgrown/fallen
trees near footpath.

Overgrowth outer sides block pavement for wheelchair access sometimes bit
overgrown around.path area ; Policing passing that corner area where smoking and
dealing goes on; Few people I.know say there's plastic bags stuff is in and.mamy
dogs have eaten by accident causing dog problems.

Mow that grass in the field and allow it to be open for kids playing sports with there
mates

One of the fruit trees planted has failed so could be replaced and some wildflowers
would be a welcome addition .



Seating would be good. Tar paths, like Almond park, Dedbridge park and the
Lanthorn park.

Make the paths better, benches, repair/improve the sun dial, fence in the grass area
to help contain dogs playing

This park gets used every day for local dog walkers. Groups of dogs meet up at
lunchtime and evenings and they all love to play with each other. This creates a
community in the area too. It would be good to keep the area for the local dog
community and possibly add in some obstacles for dogs. At the side there are some
lovely apple trees so it might be nice to have a little allotment that the locals could
use.

Removal of some of the storm damaged branches, maybe leaving log piles and
branches for den building and wildlife. Maybe some bird and wildlife friendly
wildflower planting. Please avoid over urbanising/ formalising it. Nettles are good for
wildlife too.; One of the fruit trees planted last time didn’t grow or fell down and could
be replaced.

Please leave this bit of beautiful woodland as it is

Better history showcased, eg the lines of bushes in the middle reinstated and central
sundial added back. The wooded area should remain as densely wooded as possible
and not overly manicured. Perhaps carry out some archaeological work to investigate
the old buildings for local interest purposes and to inspire the possible works.

A bench would be a great asset.

llluminate main path

Seats (but they might get vandalised); It could be planted up in areas with
bee/butterfly flower seeds, these should spread and re wild the area year on year
with little input or maintenance

Clear out the dense shrubs in the middle of the park and put footpaths through the
middle.

Some benches/seating areas

Some bench tables and seating

| would love to see a couple of benches to sit on and some street lightning just on the
tar mac path part. ; ; | really like the openess. | don't think the park needs any
children's play equipment, there is already plenty of play parks etc throughout mid
calder.

Maybe some metal benches as it’s a nice quiet area to just sit and take in the bird
sounds. More little trees and plants to encourage wild life.

Benches to sit on

Having a open plaza, with seating would be lovely and space to have outdoor space
for yoga/ pilates sessions. It would be good to have an area for a community garden,
space for adults and children to share their ideas on how/what food to o grow.

A bench or two would be very welcome.

Better paths and some seating in the sunny areas; We were promised a play area in
1994 yet nothing for children apart from the kick pitch. The area is surrounded by a
main road | have asked & complained to get a play Park for years it was the roused
when Westgate was built and we moved in with our kids in 1994

Nothing comes to mind

Provide more dog poo bins.

some nice seating areas that blend with the woodland surroundings; maybe some
woodland sculptures or similar dotted around the woods /park to create a trail?
Tidying up the broken trees and bramble

Benches throughout the park

Reduce the height of the trees on the north side.

Outside table and chairs - beach type

Fixed seats that all ages can use (hopefully will be vandal proof as possible some
way to limit speed of bikes etc



The park is just fine. Please don't spend money on anything that attracts gangs to
congragate like they did more than 10 years ago. It would destroy the park if the days
of late night under age drinking parties returned.

A pair of metal benches facing south would be appreciated

| am concerned that too much tampering or development could ruin this nice little
space. | don't think it needs to be anything more than what it is. People can walk their
dog or enjoy the trees, there's space to kick a ball around, and that's all that is
required. | definitely would NOT like to see, for example, play equipment or additional
structures. There are plenty of play areas locally as it is. | think the best use of funds
would be simply to maintain the health of the plant and animal life. Otherwise, | would
respectfully urge you to make any changes as minimal as possible.

Some short post lighting along the path would mean it could be used at night for dog
walking. Perhaps a bench looking on to the green space to watch children playing. A
picnic bench or two at the edge to encourage people to meet.

A couple of metal benches at the grassy bit.; ; Maybe some bird/squirrel houses

Path should be fixed to allow buggies/wheelchairs another way to go; How about son
trail cans on regular basis, could tie in with local schools

Meating, picnic benches

Maybe some benches near or around the grass. Planting of some wild flowers native
to the area.

See above; Please don’t turn it into a play park only, it's natural state is what is the
attraction, without it being an attraction. It’s the wildlife and the local diversity that’s
important to health, it's a wonderful space

Im sure the sun clock feature doesn’t work properly, maybe a bit misaligned. But |
don’t think it needs changes

Some seating areas would be nice

Think benches would be nice to have in the park so you can sit and relax and enjoy
the surroundings

Bench seating

One or two benches for the visitors to sit would be nice.

Some picnic tables, a playground for kids, lighting and some fencing would be nice
Daffodil bulbs planted under or near trees.

People may suggest benches, etc, but there is a real vandalism concern. | walk
through Sommers Park every morning, and have lived in Westgate, the street below
the park, for approximately 30 years. When the park was first improved, with stone
columns in the picture, there were goal posts for football. | can't remember how long
it took, but it wasn't long before they were broken and removed. Unless the benches
are metal, I'm not sure if it would be the best investment. Sure, more bins, but people
may not use them. However, | guess you have to have them for people to you them. ;
; Aside from a general tidy-up of overgrown bushes, etc. | would love to see the
areas of nettles and overgrown grass be turned into areas full of wild flowers. It would
reduce the need for lawn maintenance/strimming of these parts, as | believe it would
only need to be cut every second year. There may also be grants from the Scottish
government for such work, | know some farms do get funding for keeping wildflower
fields.

Plant more trees

Small play area for children.

Clear out the Orchard of weeds. Put a seat or seats in the park. Plant wild flowers for
bees and insects.

The whole area could do with a good clean up as fallen trees and branches make it
look unkept and it spoils a really good walk. As above some form of seating around
the park would be of great benefit. Looking at the bottom picture you can see a fallen
branch at the side of the path, others around the wooded area have been cut and
left, it makes it untidy and perhaps dangerous. Years ago a team of YTS did path
making and there used to be a path through the middle of the woods, this has long



since disappeared and when the new path was done a few years ago it was not
reinstated.

Promote the natural and wildlife aspects, bird boxes, bat and owl boxes etc... keep it
a natural space, look after the trees

Planting of woodland flowers along path edges. Opening up the orchard area which
is currently very overgrown. Ground level lighting on the main path.

Seating areas/picnic benches near the sundial. This is a lovely spot when it's sunny
and parents can let their kids play on the grass. ; Fix the smelly rancid ground beside
the sundial that residents have covered with a log. Make the fruit trees more
accessible. Remove debris.

| feel very lucky to use this park every day of the year for dog walking and at times
jogging and have done so for nearly 30 years. | love all the different varieties of trees
and plants. It is very peaceful and there is a lot of wildlife. Walking in it is really
wonderful for my mental health. ; Perhaps some CAREFUL and sensitive tidying in
places, especially as a few trees have come down but fallen trees are very important
to the eco system. ; I'm happy to see so many people use the park and children play
in the woods or play football. | do not think anything should be added as there are
other play parks in the area. It gives children space to move around and use their
imagination. | like the information board and the sun dial but they could perhaps be
tidied a bit and possibly add a bit more information on the history of the area.; The
charm and joy of this amazing space is the fact that it's been left to grow and it has
not been overly pruned or landscaped.

It's perfect as it is use the money elsewhere and keep this park natural

I've already put my ideas in but ment to mention more fruit trees and some Owl
boxes

A small play area for children would be nice and well; Used.; Some picnic tables/
benches would be a great addition

Picnic benches would be a great addition ; Children’s play park would be well used
Could there be an area fenced off where no dogs allowed to allow toddlers/ young
kids to play freely and be able to explore without worrying about them getting
knocked over by a dog or standing in dog mess?; ; More wild flowers and fruit trees
More fruit trees, trees and bushes with flowers and berries for the birds and bees. Bat
and bird boxes. Patches of wild flowers that are allowed to self seed (unlike the wild
flowers in Almond Park which get cut down before they can seed).

Benches and picnic tables would be a massive improvement. Currently nowhere to
sit and enjoy the park, apart from some fallen tree logs.

the grass area in the middle could have a fence around it to help train dogs that cant
be fully trusted off their leads, but still have multiple doors on different sides of the
fence for teenagers walking to the bus stop in the morning

Some benches around the park would be good not just in the grass area.

| think a small young children’s play area (fenced in with a gate to keep dogs out)
with a couple of benches within the space would be ideal as there is no play area
accessible without the need to cross main roads.; A couple of other benches for
others not utilising the play area would be advantageous as this area is used by a
number of elderly people exercising their dogs

Regular tidying of dead trees. | would like to see the bit that was the old kitchen
garden from the torphichen estate restored a bit - nothing major just tamed so you
can see what it used to be. Maintain the grass area in the middle. Please please
please do NOT create the type of path that has been put round Calderwood - the wild
path is perfect as it is.

In rainy conditions and in winter the pitch (grassy area) becomes very muddy and
boggy. Perhaps it could be better drained and re-grassed ; Also he woodland paths
could be improved to better accommodate buggies and wheelchairs.

Park benches. See above.



Removal of tree stumps in path. ; Addition of bench on paved area next to bin. ; Keep
it natural, no additional paved areas.

Seating areas ; More bins; Children play area - natural made out of things in the park
maybe more bins or grass cut often or some benches in the woods on the path

More seating; More bins; Defibrilator would be good here as accessiblity at this end
of the village is needed!

Itis a lovely park used by families and dog walkers. The only issue is the boggy
conditions. | regularly go round the park with the grandchildren and like its
countryside feel. Would not like to see it as a play park but happy for ball games if
the grass was in better condition.



