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Nat 90.3%     WL 89.7%

Attendance Trend
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Scotland



100% Attendance 0 days missed

95% Attendance 9 days absence (1 week and 4 days 

missed learning)

90% Attendance 19 days of absence (3 weeks and 4 

days of missed learning)

80% Attendance 36 days of absence (7 weeks and 3 

days missed – half a term missed)

75% Attendance 45 days absence (9 weeks and 1 

day of missed learning – almost a full 

term absent)

50% Attendance 90 days absence (20 weeks of 

missed learning – half of the school 

annual session absent)

Impact of non attendance



I consider my child to have good attendance at 

school

42% agree

14% 

strongly 

agree

1% strongly disagree

42% disagree



Research shows that low attendance can lead to:

Lower academic attainment and 

achievement.

Difficulty maintaining friendships 

and relationships and becoming 

socially withdrawn.

Increased risk of becoming involved

in antisocial or offending behaviour. 

Higher likelihood of unemployment, 

poverty, and homelessness 

in adulthood.   

Klein and Sosu (2024)

The impact of non attendance at 

school



Staff 

Parents

Young people/children

Attendance collaborative 

network

Social policy and Interrupted 

Learner Service colleagues

Consultation



Forces for….I want to go to school because: 



Forces against….I don’t want to go to school 

because: 



FORCES FOR FORCES AGAINST

Friendship

Will get fed

Checked in on by my adults

Dry clothes

Lack of sleep

Certain subjects i.e. I hate writing so 

avoid

Playtimes

Fun activities like Christmas Parties
Older siblings not attending – why 

should I go

Clean clothes

Learn about interesting things

Leaving mum

Young people 70-80% attendance pupil view (primary)



FORCES FOR FORCES AGAINST

Legal requirement to send child to 

school

Good support, confidence building

Social, friends, fun

Understanding learner needs 
(ASN/lack of support/flexibility)

Parents not valuing education

Illness/social anxiety

Learning, developing, understanding, 

skills

Routine, consistency, discipline Transport and travel

Environment 
(Corridors/toilets/class behaviour)

Good health

Bullying/peer relationships

Young people below 70-80% attendance – parent 

view



Clear policy and guidance

Effective data analysis

People Centred Systems 

Partnerships

West Lothian Attendance Strategy



Ill Health - Referral to for pupil or family 

to meet with school nurse.

Mental Health - referral to either the 

school counsellor or take part in 

targeted wellbeing group

Targeted intervention



• Emotionally Based School Avoidance

• Relationship with the child and the 

family

• Individualised plan and support

• Environment specific to needs

• Partnership with other services 

• Positive feedback and impact

Interrupted Learner Service



Questions?


