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INTRODUCTION

West Lothian Council has allocated funding to make improvements
to the Play Areas at the Linlithgow Loch District Park in 2025/26.
The aim of the project is to bring the Play Areas up to our Open
Space standards, carry out necessary repairs and future proof
these strategic spaces.

A Community Choices survey was issued, asking the public to vote
for their preferred improvements and provide supplementary
comments.

Feedback from local stakeholders will inform the improvements and
help to shape a longer-term vision for the space.

Linlithgow Loch Park is designated as a District Park in the West
Lothian Open Space Plan and is partially safeguarded for open
space in the West Lothian Local Plan (2018). The Loch itself holds a
number of designations for heritage, ecological and landscape
value.

Linlithgow Loch Park is located to the North of Linlithgow and
includes the Loch, the Palace and Peel and adjacent greenspaces.
There are 2 play areas in the Park - Wateryett and Peel. A Core Path
runs along the loch edge, past both sites and both sites are within
walking distance from the town Centre. There is a car park adjacent
to Wateryett Play Area.

Both Play Areas together are considered a full NEAP
(Neighbourhood Equipped Area of Play), catering to all expected
NEAP requirements between them.

Known park users include local residents, children and dog
walkers, as well as numerous visitors and tourists attracted to the
heritage area of Linlithgow.

SUMMARY

PEEL PLAY AREA - KEY SURVEY THEMES

The key themes that emerged through the survey were:

o The setting of the play area is beautiful, but the play area itself is
uninspiring and uninviting

. The public felt that the play area is not very inclusive to younger
children, although they are the top users of this space

. The public would like the play area to be more accessible and
inclusive

. The public would most like to see a medieval / jousting theme to

reflect the local heritage
The main priority for the public is to recreate this space as an active and
exciting play space for younger children aged 3-8.

The public were asked to vote on what type of play equipment they would
most like to see here. We hope to include 1-3 of the most popular elements,
depending on budgets. The top 3 votes were:

1. Climbing & slides

2. Swings & hammocks

3. Natural & Sensory Play

WATERYETT PLAY AREA - KEY SURVEY THEMES

The key themes that emerged through the survey were:

o The play area is very popular and well serviced, but can sometimes
be overcrowded and worn down for the same reasons
o The public felt that the play area is not very inclusive to disabled or

older children who don’t tend to use this space

The public were asked which enhancements to the play area would be most

beneficial. Enhancements will only be taken forward should the Council not

receive permission to upgrade Peel Play Area, and only as far as budgets

allow. The top 2 votes were were

1. Sensory / inclusive play panels added onto fence panels

2. A piece of equipment removed and replaced with climbing
equipment / monkey bars
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Peel Play Area

We hope to spend the funding on a full refurbishment
of this site. Any design would need specialist approvals
due to historical and environmental sensitivities of this
site. Please note this may mean we are restricted or
unable to accommodate all proposals.

Wateryett Play Area

In the event that we are unable to accommodate
planned proposals at the Peel Play Area, the remainder
of the budget will be spent on improving Wateryett Play
Area.

N

Linlithg |y

Peel Play

\
Wateryett Play

' There are 2 play areas
"% located in Linlithgow |
#%m:Loch Park. They are,

R "
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INFORMATION GATHERING

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online survey. The
survey period ran from 30th July to 20th August 2024.

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council officers, local
Community Council, local schools, relevant businesses & community groups
and local Councillors. Posters were displayed in and around the Play Areas.
The survey was also advertised through the council’s Media team. A total of
36 consultees gave their feedback altogether.
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FEEDBACK - PEEL PLAY AREA

FROM WLC OFFICERS

It is noted that the sensitive location of Peel Play Area will require
further arboricultural, archaeological and ecological assessment.
Any works in this area will have to receive a Scheduled Monument
Consent to proceed. Should this not be achievable, works at Peel
Play Area will be abandoned and the funding will be redirected to
Wateryett Play Area.

FROM SURVEY

Q1. Play Area Assessment
1.1 What do people like best about the Play Area

The best thing about this space, according to the public, is that it's
set in an attractive and mature parkland and a unique, historic
setting. Many consultees mentioned the attractive views of the loch,
particularly when using the swings or sitting on the benches.

1.2 What do people like least about the Play Area

By far most common response is that the play area is worn, run down and
offers very little in terms of size and variety (currently only swings available)..

1.3 Current users

The public were asked which age groups currently use this Play Area the
most. The results are shown in the diagram below.

1.4 Play Area perception of inclusion
The public have mentioned that the play area is not inclusive or accessible to
disabled users, or users of varied needs. Steps could be made to improve this,

both in terms of surfacing and variety of equipment.

Many consultees also mentioned that the play area is not inclusive to younger
children due to lack of age appropriate equipment.

PLAY AREA CONSULTATION

Young children Parent and Older children Teenagers Young adults in Adults passing
(3-8) toddler (8-14) (14-18) groups through
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Q2. Peel Play Area - Design Proposals

2.1 Play Area needs and intent

The public were asked what sort of play and public benefit this site
should focus on. The results are shown in the diagram below.

A place to let A place for A flexible place

off steam and families to for developing

be active spend time own games and
together interests

2.2 Intended age group

The public were asked which age groups this Play Area should cater to
the most. The results are shown in the diagram below.

Young children Older children Parent and
(3-8) (8-14) toddler

A place for
children to
make friends

Teenagers
(14-18)

A place which
engages
children in

local heritage

Adults &
Elderly
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2.3 Play equipment

The public were asked what type of play equipment they would most Climbi ng &
like to see here. The results are shown in the diagram adjacent. slides

Swings &
Hammocks

Summary of additional comments and suggestions

. Introduce water play

o Design the play area with a medieval / jousting theme to reflect
the local heritage

. Install a cableway

. Install an outdoor gym / trim trail

. Install a trampoline

. Fence the play area from dogs

. Fence the play area from the water edge

. Provide information boards on local wildlife .
W Inclusive

. Add in a sports facility or a skatepark \

g 5 Equipment

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all additional
suggestions, but may not be able to accommodate all, depending
on a range of site and budgetary constraints.

Spinners & Springers

Seating / Social
Area
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FEEDBACK - WATERYETT PLAY AREA

FROM WLC OFFICERS

It is noted that the numerous constraints on site, the play area
cannot be expanded and new equipment cannot be added outside
the existing fence line. The priority for this funding is to upgrade Peel
Play Area, so only if works there should not receive permission, will
improvements to Wateryett be taken forward.

FROM SURVEY

Q3. Play Area Assessment
3.1 What do people like best about the Play Area

The best thing about this space, according to the public, is that it's a
very attractive and well used play area with a good range of
equipment. Many consultees mentioned the play area is in a great
location, near parking and toilets.

Some support was also expressed for the play area being fully
fenced, and for being nearby local wildlife and in a natural setting.

Older children
(8-14)

Parent and
toddler

Young children
(3-8)

3.2 What do people like least about the Play Area

The most common responses included that the play area is worn, run down
and offers very little for older children. The consultees also mentioned the
space feels overcrowded and there isn’t sufficient seating available.

3.3 Current users

The public were asked which age groups currently use this Play Area the
most. The results are shown in the diagram below.

3.4 Play Area perception of inclusion
The public have mentioned that the play area excludes older children due to
the lack of more challenging equipment and an overprovision for toddlers and

younger users.

Many consultees also mentioned that the play area is not inclusive or
accessible to disabled users, or users of varied needs.

Adults passing
through

Young adults in
groups

Teenagers
(14-18)
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Q4. Wateryett Play Area - Design Proposals
4.1 Proposed enhancements
The public were asked which enhancements to the play area would

be most beneficial. The results are as follows in terms of popularity
(1 being voted as most beneficial and 5 as least beneficial).

1. Sensory / inclusive play panels added onto fence panels
A piece of equipment removed and replaced with something
else

3. Play chip surface changed to accessible rubber wetpour
surface

4, New seating & picnic tables

Equipment suggestions

The public have left suggestions of new play equipment, should the
option be available to remove a piece of existing equipment and
replace it with something new. The suggestions are as follows in
terms of popularity (1 being mentioned the most and 5 the least).

1. Climbing equipment / monkey bars

2. Replace the existing ‘car’ unit with a similar item themed
around boating and Linlithgow Loch

3. Of equal vote:

. Trampoline
. Cableway
. Hammock swing

4, Of equal vote:
. Slide
. Water Play
. Roundabout

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all suggestions, but
may not be able to accommodate all, depending on a range of site
and budgetary constraints.

Summary of additional comments and suggestions

3 Design the play area with a medieval / adventure theme to reflect the
local heritage

. Use natural materials and timber
° Install a shelter
3 Extend the play area

. No 2nd gate should be added
o Provide additional bins

. Provide information boards on local wildlife

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all additional suggestions, but
may not be able to accommodate all, depending on a range of site and
budgetary constraints.



West Lothian

Community
’Choices

«

PLAY AREA CONSULTATION

Q3. Consultee statistics

3.1 Age groups of children involved in this survey

NEXT STEPS

3.2 Play Areas regularly used by consultees at the moment

o Pdne! ] _/

1 B ’

BABY & TODDLER
YOUNG CHILDREN (3-8)
OLDER CHILDREN (8-14)

OLDER TEENAGERS (14-18)

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/

parkinfo

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will
be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as

possible.
Spring 2026.

West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by

Hillhouse Woodland
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Appendix 1 - All survey answers

DISTRICT PARK PLAY AREA SURVEY
1. xls SV

The following questions will help us understand how best to address the gaps in our standards, collect statistics on play area
demographics and gather public opinions on how best to improve the play area.

The results of the public vote will be implemented as much as possible within remaining budgets.
1. EXISTING PLAY AREA ASSESSMENT - PEEL PLAY AREA

1.1 Is there anything attractive or unique about the space which you like or think could be a feature in the new design?

Number of participants: 34

- Could be a swan theme

- Beautiful lochside views and historic setting

- Water play / fountains in keeping with the loch situation.

- & large space with lots of potential.

- Reflect the water aspect from the loch and introduce some aspect of water play area?

- Children can swing whilst looking out over the loch, and it's a nice space for parents to be to.
- The wildlife and surroundings.

- Palace, a castle, kings and queens theme

- This park sits in one of the most used and most beautiful parts of the town and could benefit hugely from a re-vamp. A flying fox and a mini climb area similar to
what they have put into Auldcathie park in Winchburgh would be incredible

- Keeping the trees and natural layout of the area

- Not really!

- The loch, boats protecting the palace imaginative play. Lots of green space for a fox swing.

- Would be great to have a knight or medieval theme considering the proximity to the palace and the yearly jousting

- Situated right by the Loch and lively panoramic views of the Palace and 5t Michael's. Large grassed area and lovely trees.

Any design will need to be sensitive to this area.
- The views are great, The loch and the palace.

- we live a |2k from this playpark and my 7-year old daughter loves these swings. Looking out over the Loch and the sense of adventure in the green
space with the Palace overlooking is a bit attraction.

Something challenging, like the wooden structure built up at Beecraigs would be interesting and in keeping with the area. Ideally with problem solving or things
that can give a sense of achievement. Personally, | don't want to see princes carriages & knights, it's tacky and basic.

A5 a local to the area, my concern is there is literally nothing suitable for 10+ in the town. Already at age 7 we strugele for Playparks that are challenging and help
with development. The town is littered with Playparks but they're all aimed at young children.

- Having swings having the loch is lovely



- The vigws
The great thing about the wateryett play Rae is having bark chip. Makes it super soft if fell on

- Bring back the big climbing frame dome and paddling pool - it could have water jets in the shape of 5t Michael's spire to keep in theme. Matural sand/wood would
be good. Make sure you add a wheelchair accessible ramp and roundabout

- It would be nice to have some wooden structures, or use the landscape, such as a little hill with a slide.

- Plenty space for expansion and connecting parts of the town. It's used as a walking route so could easily include outdoor fitness equipment seen across many
other authorities.

- Meeds more trampolines
- The grass is very pretty and well kept, and there's a beautiful view of the loch.

The park has an accessible path beside it with frequent passers-by.

I really like the benches by the path, they give a good views and allow for parents/elderly to rest and watch their children play.
- Like the view over the loch while on the/pushing the swings.

- palace nearby - a castle themed play area would be great for kids

- Mew swings, a climbing frame like in Water Yett.

- Given it’s on the loch, some sort of boating theme

- Beautiful trees surrounding lots of the park

- Swings with long chains.

- The wateryett area has good parking facilities the play area could do with some upgrades but is a great place.
Mew swings at the peel and upgraded ground work would be great

To make it funner a slide, a climbing frame and wooden like bee Craig's country park. Obstacle stuff.

Re water yet play area:
a trampoline would be AMAZING

- Perhaps a medisval theme to reflect the setting.
- It should take account of the location with views of the palace.
- The outlock and setting it's based, it should lend itself much more to the landscape and historical aspect of where the park is based.



2.

1.2 What are the biggest issues with the Play Area? s || .osv

Mumber of participants: 35

- Mot enough for older and younger age groups

- Run down, little to do and nowhere nice for families to spend time

- Only swings, doesn’t capture imagination.

- It's only a few swings. More play items would be great

- Too small and it's only swings so no variety of equipment

- It's only swings!

- Only swings and not accessible to all

- Only swings left

- It's old and falling apart - a wooden play structure or even a splash park would be fabulous here
- It's just lacking. And worn.

- Mot very interesting for children. Run down. No variety.

- Mo real amenities loch side, not old encugh purces water yett side. Mo balance. Just swings

- The lack of features and it feels a bit old and not taken care of.

- The play area is very basic, also the immediate path network is very narrow and prone to bring quite muddy.

Very little opportunities for sitting and/or picnics.
- Extremely limited. Has swings and nothing else. Mot much to keep kids entertained.
- It's very old and run down, swings are rusty and the old concrete is damaged and overgrown (from where the roundabout used to be).

It's a neglected space that could be much better utilised. It's a real shame the water isn't safe to swim, in the past at this section there was a pool area leading
into the water which would attract more families in the summer.

The path that leads to the playpark from up to Blackness Road is also dangerous, it's narrow, dark and always has dog dirt littered up it. An improvement here
would also be worth considering.

A nature friendly path giving a complete circuit to the loch would be the best thing for improving visitors.
- Grass area gets flooded in heavy rain. Mew surface or improved drainage required

- Tired equipment. The big slide is for much older children and the small play part of much younger. But it's definitely a park that should be for age 8 and younger.
A flying fox would be lovely there

- Mot enough play equipment

- It is only swings.

- Compared to other authorises there is no real connected adventure for children. All items are stand alone. Seek some inspiration from areas |. Fife and Angus such
as Camoustie, Arbroath, Broughty Ferry as well as Leven share.

These spaces are much more creative and offer a much better play experience for a wider range of children.

There is also no fitness equipment which could be used by a range of public. As a busy walking area this would be a great addition.
- Lack of trampolines



- The park is quite homogenous and small. There's only 2 swing sets and that's it.
The tarmac by the swings is quite old and could possibly do with some repair.
The large trees by the park means there's lots of shade, which is good in the heat, but can make the park quite dark in the afternoon/evening.

The swings are guite rusty

- Bird poo or sometimes dirty and can’t be used.

- lack of things other than swings

- Old equipment.

- The peel area is very poor and not ecvtimj

- Mot a lot for young children. Just swings.

- In the peel play area there are only 4/6 swings. It could definitely be expanded.
- Mot much there

- Wateryett- aging park facilities and the flats around it need substantial renovation
Peel- minimal facilities and maintenance

It’s boring (re peel area)

Both need more adventure stuff like Dalkeith with castle and bridges

- Proximity to water. If play area can’t be fenced off maybe best aimed at older children.

- There is only swings and little to offer as a play area.

- Wery very tired, out of date, broken and uninspiring for children, with such a beautiful and historic setting the park lets it down.



3. 1.3 Please number the current Play Area user groups from 1 (most common user group) - 6 (least common user group). — | e | s | sy |

Number of participants: 35
. Anthmetic average (&)

Standard deviation ()

1 2. 3 4. 5 B.
X % z % i o 1 4 il % r b . + 1 2 3 4 5 5
Parent and toddler 2% 3429 11x 31.43 3x 857 7Tx 20,00 - - v BT 23T 1.44
Young children (3-8} 14x 40,00 15« 42.86 3x 857 2Zx 51 1x 2.86 - - 1.8% 0.99 :3/\
Older children (8-14) 6 17.14  4x 11.43 23X 65.71 - - 1x 2.86 1= 2.86 2.69 1.05 \
Older Teenagers (14-18) 2Zx 571 3x B.57  4x 11.43 24x 6857 Zx  5.71 - - 3.60 0.95 \
Young adults in groups - - 1x 2.8 2x 571 1x 2.86 29 B82.B6 2x 571 [4.83 0.75 \
Adults passing through only I  2.86 1x 2.86 - - 1 2.86 2x 571 30x 8571 5.63 1.11
4. 1.4 s there anyone you think feels unwelcome or unable to use this Play Area? What could be done to improve this? ks ﬂ

Mumber of participants: 26

- Because it's got so little equipment, if someone is using it, you feel like you can't use it because it's occupied

- | don't think there's an accessible swing, so disabled children may be left out

- It is not accessible to young children or those with disabilities.

- Hard for young children to use

- Making a space that is truly accessible for those with mobility & further needs would be very welcome.

- It could be more inclusive of children who are, for example, wheslchair users. There really isn't very much there for children of any age, just swings.
- Older teens hanging about putting young kids off using.

- Mothing there for disabled kids really

- Limited ability for children with special needs utilising this play area.

- Mo, it's just swings

- The park in it's current form is essentially useless the kid enjoys swings. More variety of equipment, particularly climbing frames would be good.
- Definitely need to add accessible elements

- Teens and older kids 8+

- Mentioned above, connecting play and fitness equipment.



- Older children, needs more trampolines
- Perhaps people in the evening (particularly women) could feel unwelcome due to how dark the park can get.

The lack of variety in the park could limit how enjoyable it is for older children
| think having a larger variety of playground equipment could help with the second issue.

I'm not sure what could be done about the first issue. Perhaps a streetlight? There aren't any found across the peal however, so this might not be feasible.

- i mostly see teenagers and older children on these swings, likely because there is a much better play park for young children and families only a short distance
away

- If the play area was fenced in then parents could let their kids run around a bit more without worrying. Add a parents bench.
- People with additional needs

- Children with additional physical needs would find less to da in this park.

- Anyone who doesn’t like swings or can't access them.

- Mo

- More adventure playground style utilising space at peel area like Beecraigs or Dalkeith

- Mot easily accessible other than on foot, not sufficient equipment to choase this park over others nearby with easier access eg wateryett. Would anly use if
happened to be passing.

- More play equipment.
- The entire park is dark and tired and unwelcorming. Use the landscape to build exciternent around what children can do see or play with their. Similar to zetland
park, use the history of the local area to build a story



5. 2. PEEL PLAY AREA - DESIGN PROPOSALS
- .png | .pdf | Xls | LCSY |

We hope to spend the funding on a full refurbishment of this site. Any design would need specialist approvals due to historical
and environmental sensitivities of this site. Please note this may mean we are restricted or unable to accommodate all
proposals.

Any design will need to be sensitive to it's surrounding and complement rather than detract from the historical landscape of
Linlithgow Peel and Palace.

The guestions below will help us determine how best to approach the design of this space.

2.1 What should the Play Area offer to the community and visitors? Please number the options from 1{most valuable) — 5
(least valuable).

Mumber of participants: 35
. Arithmetic average (@)

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. Standard deviation (£

3
& place for children to make friends 3x 857 5x 1429 10x 2857 8x 22.86 9x 2571 3.43 1.27
& place for families to spend time togeth... 10x 28,57 %= 2571 7x 20,00 4x 11.43 5x 1429 2.57 1.40 :':-'/
& place for children to let off steamand ... 18x 51.43 4x 11.43 6&x 17.14 5x 1429 2Zx 571 2.11 1.35 ::/
A flexible place where children can deve..  1x  2.86 10x 2B.57 7x 20.00 14x 40.00 3x B.57 3.23 1.06 \'

A place which engages children inlocal h..  3x 857 7x 2000 5x 14.29 4x 11.43 16x 4571 3.66 1.45



6. 2.2 What age group should the play area cater towards? Please number the options from 1{most valuable) — 5 (least

valuable). -png | .pdf | .5 | L5V |

Mumber of participants: 35
. Arnthmetic average (@)

Standard deviation ()

i % bl % 1 % X % X

Baby & toddler 7% 20,00 9x 2571 14x 40,00 3% 8.57 2 571  2.54 1.09 L)

Young Children 3-8 years 27%  62.86 9x 25.71 3 8.57 1% 2.86 - - 151 0.78 i/

Older Children 8-14 years 6x  17.14  14x 40,00 13x 37.14  1x 2.86 1x 2.86  2.34 0.9 \

Older Teenagers 14-18 years = = 3x B8.57 9x 14,29  Zex 74,29 1x 2.86 3.71 0.67 \

Adults & Elderly - - - - - - 4% 11.43 31x BB.57 4.89 0.32 \

7. 2.3 What type of play equipment would be most beneficial? Please number the options from 1{most valuable) — 6 (least

valuable). -png | .pdf | s | LSV |

Mumber of participants: 35
. Arithmetic average (&)

Standard deviation ()

Matural & Sensory Play elements 2% 571 12x 34.29 Bx 22.86 6x 17.14 6x 1714 1x  2.86 3.14 1.31 /

Swings & Hammocks 13x 37.14 9« 25.71 3x B.S7 Tx 20.00 - - 3x  B.57 2.46 1.58 ]»

Climbing & Slides 12x 34,29 11x 31.43 5 1429 4x 11.43 3x  8.57 - - 2.29 1.30 5\
Spinners & Springers - - - Sx  25.71 10x 2B.57 11x 31.43 5x 14.29 434 1.03 &
Seating / social area for groups and ... Zx 5.71 - - Bx 22.86 5x 14.29 8x 22.86 1Zx 34.29 4.51 1.46 ].«
Inclusive equipment 6x 17.14 3x 8.57 2Zx 571 3x 857 Tx 20.00 14x 40.00 4.26 1.95 L



8. 2.4 Please note any other ideas below. s || .esv

Number of participants: 18

- Woukd be great if the play area had a castle or jousting theme to compliment linlithgow histary

- 1t would be good to make sure there are things for older children. Some recent developments nearby seem to be focused on very young children, with barely
anything to challenge the 8+ group.

- Binoculars to lack for wildlife. Info boards on history and wildlife/surroundings.
- Flying fox, climbing areas, bouncing areas. Splash park like what they have at the Helix park would be amazing
- As above - accessible and inclusive. Mot just one accessible(ish) swing. But perhaps a wheelchair swing and other level access play equipment.

There is a beautiful, modern, castle-themed play area along Loch Lomond at Balloch Castle Country Park with "water” designs in the rubber surfacing. Something
similar, but more accessible, would be lovely. (What3Words: ///cautious.galloped.clogging)

- Using the old boat shapes (like the paddling pool used to be lich side) was so in keeping with the palace & loch. A water feature - sprays? - would be amazing

- Area needs a multi-age approach, a small play area would be very good with additional areas designated for other activities such as basketball hoop/court, skate
park and/or pump track.

Zetland park in Grangemouth us an excellent example.

- Do something challenging and adventurous. Make it exciting so it's worth the walk to get to - it will always be a more guiet than the Wateryett (because people
would walk 10 meters away from a parking space). 5o make it something that kids want to go to and be pushed, give it a sense of adventure and exploration.

We don't need more useless spinning equipment that's used once and never again.

- Picnic benches and a fence/gate to keep dogs out (all open play areas end up with does off lead and dog poo everywhere - it would be nice to have a dog-free
playground free from dog poo and sage for children with allergies or dog phobias

- Look up the coggeshall big park project. and they made a beautiful park for the community
- As mentioned above please seek inspiration from places in fife and Angus such as Carnoustie, Arbroath etc

- Perhaps some football goals or something analogues could be nice? This might not be possible due to the lack of space and it being a historic site, however | think
something like this could bring both younger and older children to the park.

- | like that there isn't too much in this play area, keeping it open and linked to the natural space and trees and views of the loch.

- something themed around the palace would provide the opportunity for combined learning and fun while stimulating children’s imagination, additionally this
would fit well with events such as the jousting which are done in the space

- Given the distance of this play area from car parking it feels less suitable for physically inclusive equipment when compared to the other site. This park tends to
attract older children and teenagers possibly due to its proximity to the school.

- | like playgrounds that have a smaller equiptment for younger kids and then a bigger more advanced for the older. Such as that at Preston Road playground.

- Natural materials perhaps more sensitive to location than brightly coloured plastic? Potential theme as noted above in line with historic setting. Safety/fencing off
given proximity to water may need to be considered if targeting younger age groups.

- Better access for prams/wheelchairs for the path down the slide of the low port/st Michael’s RC and over the burn will be needed




g, 3. EXISTIMG PLAY AREA ASSESSMENT - WATERYETT PLAY AREA
" xls S5V

3.1 Is there anything attractive or unique about the space which you like or think could be a feature in the new design?

Humber of participants: 26

- Very accessible and central location

- Nice big space with a good variety already

- & castle theme to reflect the historical nature of Linlithgow Palace? Perhaps with kid centred facts for educational purposes.

- Nice variety of play equipment. Like that it's fully enclosed, so mostly effective at keeping dogs put, which is crucial for any children's play area.
- Accessible swing

- Wildlife around park area - swans and ducks
Palace view

- Na

- The swans. Always the swans.

- Fenced in which is good. Mear old stone boundary walls. Near the queen elizabeth tree, more seating. & picnic near this

- Proximity to the loch and the ducks/swans/gulls. Could have educational items about the birds/plants/trees around the loch.
- Situated at a busy area of the Loch with good connections to the high street.

- Proximity to the loch. all the ducks & swans etc near by

- This park is close to use but we never use it, it's overcrowded, unpleasant and aimed at young children.

- Plenty of swings as these often end up with gueues in other play areas in Linlithgow. Mothing too high that would detract from the palace or loch
- | like that it's enclosed. It would be good to have stuff for older kids. Maybe some more natural materials and landscaping.

- As above

- Nice central location on the loch

Close to housing

Wiew of the park from houses

MNearby toilets

Great vehicle access (both bikes and cars)

Great variety of equipment
- This play area is different from the peel which is great, for this play area it is good it is enclosed as close to car park and is more of a self play area whereas the
peel is maore for interaction with nature and family.

- It's pretty good as it is. The kids love it.

- Water themed given proximity to the loch

- Trees surrounding park

- Unfenced and open views to the Loch and palace

- Parking nearby

- Loch location, perhaps themes of boats/wildlife? Replace car piece of equipment within the park with a boat instead?

- & good variety of equipment and seating for parents/carers.

- Use the history and heritage of Linlithgow and the historical setting of the park to tell a story, similar to zetland park. Theme the park to the setting



10. 3.2 What are the biggest issues with the Play Area? xls || .osv

Number of participants: 27

- The play equipment could be more cool or unigue
- There is often a queue for the swings, perhaps more could be added.

The ripe climbing frame isn't often used.

The larger swing is very popular.

- Bit more variety of play would be ideal. There also aren't enough benches placed within the play park itself. Some form of play area under a roof covering would
be ideal considering how much rain we get

- No decent toilets nearby. The pay one there is mostly inaccessible, as no-one has coins these days, and absolutely disgusting if you do manage to get in.
- Could be more acceible to those with disabilities.

- Na

- Lack of fully accessible apparatus, not enough seating for parents/carers, & no shade. Alwo the equipment skews young.

- W young equipment , pay toilet not accessible

- Honestly this playground has pretty much everything already. | can't think of anything to change just now.

- Generally a pretty good play area with a good mixture of equipment for various ages.

- Honestly there aren't many just now

- Because parking is so close, people swarm to it and rarely venture further. In our experience, it's crowded with parents on their phones and kids bored on the
small climbing equipment.

Litter is a huge issue as well, particularly chippy wrappers from the_ everywhere and filth from birds having been fed left overs.

As a resident in the town centre, we avoid this part of the Loch at all costs.
- It's generally very good. The car is a strange design that makes it difficult for young children to climb in/out
- Old equipment, hard surface on floor nowhere to sit
- Equipment is mostly for younger kids
- As above
- Quite flat. Mot much height elevation

The park used to have money bars? These were quite popular
- None
- Could be a little bigger?
- None
- Na shelter from sun on particularly hot days. Same goes for rain. Particularly challenging for the many young children who play here in summer.
- It doesn't really cater to the older kids.
- Old
- Lack of maintenance
- Peel area old and not sympathetic to environment.
- Some of the equipment is getting a bit tired. Eg doors on the car.

- Tired, dated, better for much for much younger children and not enough for older children (8+). The hill outside the park could have something linked to the park
area.



11.

14.

3.3 Please number the current Play Area user groups from 1 {most common user group) - 6 (least common user group).

Mumber of participants: 29

1 2. 3 4. 5 b.
L % L % b % b ! 1 % X % . i 1
Parent and toddler 10x 34.48 16x 5517 2Zx  6.90 1x  3.45 - - - - 1.79 0.73
Young children (3-8) 19% 656.52 10x 34.48 - - - - - - - - 1.34 0.48 L
Older children (8-14) - - IJx  10.34 26x B59.66 - - - - - - 2.90 0.31
Older Teenagers (14-18) - - - - 1x  3.45 26x B9.66 1x 345 1x 3.45 4.07 0.46
Young adults in groups - - - - - - - - 26x 89.66 3x 10.34 5.10 0.31
Adults passing through only - - - - - - 2% 6.90 Ix A.90 25x B86.21 |5.79 0.56

3.4 Is there anyone you think feels unwelcome or unable to use this Play Area? What could be done to improve this?

Number of participants: 21

- Not wheelchair accessible even though there are disabled toilets and a disabled swing seat here

.png

| .pdf| .xls| .cw|

. Arithmetic average (@)

Standard deviation ()

- No. We haven't been for a while, but | don't think it would challenge my 8+ child much any more, so maybe more for older children.

- Those with physical disabilities

- Not much accessible play equipment

- Na

- This area is quite young-skewed. So additional equipment to encourage and welcome all ages
- Better equipment for older kids

- | don't think =0

- Some inclusive equipment, but more could be done.
- Mo

- NSA

- Teens and adults

- &s above



- The park is a bit unwelcoming to older children/teenagers, however | feel like the park was designed to cater for younger children.
- Mo, it's a good play area & popular.
- This isn't a lot for children with additional physical needs. Even the ground material feels like it may be problematic for wheelchair users.

- It is definitely aimed at younger children but that's not necessarily a bad thing. My 2 and 5 year old love it. My & year old is getting too old for the equipment
here.

- No

- Mot very accessible for wheelchair users.

- No inclusive equipment or sensory play equipment.

- Wheelchair users will struggle due to the chipped bark ground. Mot inclusive equipment.

Older children (8+) as a lot of younger equipment.

13. 4. WATERYETT PLAY AREA - IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES
- .png | .pdf | s | LC5V |

In the event that we are unable to accommodate all planned proposals at the Peel Play Area, the remainder of the budget will
be spent on improving Wateryett Play Area.

Please note that due to space constraints, the Wateryett Play Area cannot be increased in size and no new eguipment can be
added outside of the existing fence line.

The top responses will be considered, and taken on board as far as budgets allow.

4.1 What improvement would be most beneficial? Please number the options from 1(most valuable) — 5 (least valuable).

Number of participants: 31
. Arithmetic average (&)

1. 2. 3. 4, 5. Standard deviation (%)
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Sensory / inclusive play panels added on...  12x  38.71  7x 22,58 4x 12,90 6x  19.35 2Zx  6.45 2.32 1.35
A piece of equipment removed and repla...  7x  22.58 5x  16.13 10x  32.26  4x  12.90 5x  16.13 2.84 1.37
Play chip surface changed to accessibler..  &x 1935 %x 29.03 3x 968  8x 25.81 G5x 1613 2.90 1.42 \

An additional access gate 1= 3.23 2x 6.45 T« 2258 Bx 25.81 13x 41.94 3.97 1.11 >2:

Mew seating & picnic tables <  16.13 Bx 25.81 Tx 22.58 Sx 16.13 6x 1935 2.97 1.38



14. 4.2 Please note any other ideas below. xls | .csv |

Number of participants: 21

- Mot enough for older children a bigger play frame with different heights of slides
- Don't think it needs another access gate, in fact | would prefer it didn't!

Chip surface is fine, | don't think it floods. Targeted at you get children is good.

- The wee den area underneath the climbing frame/slides is regularly defaced with inflammatory words by teens which isn't appropriate for the audience that
utilise the park and should be replaced / cleaned up

- One access gate is better for safety with the loch and high street both nearby.
- Na

- A splash pad. | don't know of any in our part of the world and, while seasonal, they are wonderful for children. Especially since WLC has closed/sold off /destroyed
most of our pools.

- Older equipment, monkey bars, fox swing, spider web
- Better provision of bins that are emptied mare frequently.

Incentives for parents to actually engage with their children. Not just drive them to it and then stand at the side on their phones.

Make it interesting and natural, we've really enjoyed the new park at Beecraigs, the wood etc looks good and feels good for the children.
- Replace car with new one more accessible to young children (it's currently very popular so something similar would be needed)
- A flying fox
- Maybe a slightly bigger climbing frame for bigger kids
- As above
- A monkey bar set could replace the long flat blue play equipment besides the swing?
- Don't think there is much could be done to improve, some more seats would be good though.
- No additional gate as its secure just having one.
- | think something for older kids - perhaps replacing the slide with something aimed at 8-10 year olds.
- Bigger climbing frame.
- More adventure playground equipment or a trampoline

- One access gate only feels safer when supervising younger children (childminders supervise groups of many young children at a time) which ensures they can’t
easily leave without an adult realising, which would be especially dangerous given the proximity to the loch.
- Adding inclusive play equipment and making play park surface more accessible.
- Monkey bars
Roundabout
Hammock swing
Larger climbing area



15. 5. CONSULTEE STATISTICS
png | par | s | esv |

5.1 What age group are you, or your children if filling out on their behalf?

Number of participants: 34
8 (23.5%): Baby and toddler
17 (50.0%): Young children (3-8)
Clder Teenagers (14-18): 8.82%

6 (17.6%): Older children (8-14) Baby and toddler: 23.53%

3 (8.8%): Older Teenagers (14-18)
Older children {8-14): 17.65%

Young children (3-8): 50.00%:

16. 5.2 Which play area and leisure facilities in your neighbourhood do you or children use at the moment? Why? xls | —

Number of participants: 28

- Laverock pack. Suitable for all ages, good green space and good selection of swings
- Both

- Douglas Park
Preston Road Park

- The wateryett play park is used by us on a weekly basis due to the ideal location.

- Both 3-8 and 8-14 abave - need to be able to tick multiple boxes! We use Dovecot, Bellsburn and Burghmuir play parks, plus these two by the loch occasionally
(more in the past). Also Beecraigs and Muiravonside.

- Bellsburn Park, Balvarmie at Beecraigs. Local, good facilities. Space to play as a family.
- Preston play park, closest to us
- Auldcathie park in Winchburgh, Dovecot park, park next to Linlithgow loch



- We frequent playparks all around the area. The ones with more physical and independent play options (ziplines, multipurpose climbing frames, etc) are more
appealing than just swings or small slides (& have been since toddlerhood!).

- Springfield park. Local to us. Muiravonside. Great updates recently added.
- Preston park - older more suitable
- We use the Wateryett area often cause it has parking. Also Preston Crescent, Laverock Park and the Peel cause it’s walking distance from us.

But if we want bigger playgrounds we tend to opt for Wateryett or Preston Crescent

- We live in Springfield so we mainly utilise the parks round here, due to the proximity. Good range of equipment for my kids ages but more could be done across
the town to provide for older kids and teenagers.

Regularly utilise the parks at the Loch particularly for family walks
- Wateryett, Peel, Preston Crescent, Laverock and Oatlands park play areas

- Peel Play Area. It's the closest to [l and we like the calm of the area. We do feel it's a huge shame that this area is so underused and we'd put it squarely
at the fact that if people can't park next to it, they won't use it (unless it's a pedestrianised shopping centre like a Livingston).

We'd love to see people explore further and have a reason to do so and the Peel Area just doesn't have that draw right now.

It would be great to see it redeveloped but with older kids in mind, the town is a wash with toddler equipment but nothing for 10+
- Water yett, peel, Preston road. These are the closest to our house

- These ones and the Preston park. Muiravonside play area and Beecraigs

- We use water yett park as we live in water yett but my 8 year old gets bored quickly and my teens have nothing to do.

- Preston Road and Deanburn - convenience.

- I'm 20 years old and with no children, so | don't fit into any of these demographics. However | frequently used water yet park as a kid and often used the park by
the peal as a teenager. | used water yet park as it has a good variety of equipment. | used the park by the peal as it has a beautiful view and nice ambience in the
evening

- We use all the local parks, springburn beside cricket club and across from school, also the peel and Lochside parks especially when going for walks in those areas.
- Linlithgow and Grangemouth Zetland park.

- Water yet and Preston Road. Occasionally Beecraigs
First 2 are walking distance. | can see kids and toddler in all areas.

- Zetland park, fun features and adjacent bike track. Beecraigs, natural surroundings. Helix park, good equipment and well maintained park with toilets and cafe
- Peel as close to home

- Both as near home and school

- Local play parks in and around Linlithgow.

- Zetland Park in Grangemouth due to the size and variety of play equipment.



