
WEST LOTHIAN COMMUNITY CHOICES 

SURVEY REPORT  

AUGUST 2024 

PLAY AREAS CONSULTATION 

LINLITHGOW DISTRICT PARK 



West Lothian Council has allocated funding to make improvements 

to the Play Areas at the Linlithgow Loch District Park in 2025/26. 

The aim of the project is to bring the Play Areas up to our Open 

Space standards, carry out necessary repairs and future proof 

these strategic spaces.  

A Community Choices survey was issued, asking the public to vote 

for their preferred improvements and provide supplementary 

comments.  

Feedback from local stakeholders will inform the improvements and 

help to shape a longer-term vision for the space.  

 

Linlithgow Loch Park is designated as a District Park in the West 

Lothian Open Space Plan and is partially safeguarded for open 

space in the West Lothian Local Plan (2018). The Loch itself holds a 

number of designations for heritage, ecological and landscape 

value. 

Linlithgow Loch Park is located to the North of Linlithgow and 

includes the Loch, the Palace and Peel and adjacent greenspaces. 

There are 2 play areas in the Park - Wateryett and Peel. A Core Path 

runs along the loch edge, past both sites and both sites are within 

walking distance from the town Centre. There is a car park adjacent 

to Wateryett Play Area. 

Both Play Areas together are considered a full NEAP 

(Neighbourhood Equipped Area of Play), catering to all expected 

NEAP requirements between them. 

 

Known park users include local residents, children and dog 

walkers, as well as numerous visitors and tourists attracted to the 

heritage area of Linlithgow. 

INTRODUCTION 
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SUMMARY 

PEEL PLAY AREA - KEY SURVEY THEMES 

The key themes that emerged through the survey were: 

• The setting of the play area is beautiful, but the play area itself is 

uninspiring and uninviting 

• The public felt that the play area is not very inclusive to younger 

children, although they are the top users of this space 

• The public would like the play area to be more accessible and 

inclusive 

• The public would most like to see a medieval / jousting theme to 

reflect the local heritage 

 

The main priority for the public is to recreate this space as an active and 

exciting play space for younger children aged 3-8. 

 

The public were asked to vote on what type of play equipment they would 

most like to see here. We hope to include 1-3 of the most popular elements, 

depending on budgets. The top 3 votes were: 

 

1. Climbing & slides 

2. Swings & hammocks 

3. Natural & Sensory Play 

WATERYETT PLAY AREA - KEY SURVEY THEMES 

The key themes that emerged through the survey were: 

• The play area is very popular and well serviced, but can sometimes 

be overcrowded and worn down for the same reasons  

• The public felt that the play area is not very inclusive to disabled or 

older children who don’t tend to use this space 

 

The public were asked which enhancements to the play area would be most 

beneficial. Enhancements will only be taken forward should the Council not 

receive permission to upgrade Peel Play Area, and only as far as budgets 

allow. The top 2 votes were were 

1. Sensory / inclusive play panels added onto fence panels 

2. A piece of equipment removed and replaced with climbing 

equipment / monkey bars 
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There are 2 play areas 

located in Linlithgow 

Loch Park. They are 

Wateryett Play 

Peel Play 

Linlithg

Peel Play Area 

We hope to spend the funding on a full refurbishment 

of this site. Any design would need specialist approvals 

due to historical and environmental sensitivities of this 

site. Please note this may mean we are restricted or 

unable to accommodate all proposals. 

Wateryett Play Area 

In the event that we are unable to accommodate 

planned proposals at the Peel Play Area, the remainder 

of the budget will be spent on improving Wateryett Play 

Area. 

INFORMATION GATHERING 

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online survey. The 

survey period ran from 30th July to 20th August 2024. 

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council officers, local 

Community Council, local schools, relevant businesses & community groups 

and local Councillors. Posters were displayed in and around the Play Areas. 

The survey was also advertised through the council’s Media team. A total of 

36 consultees gave their feedback altogether.  
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FROM WLC OFFICERS 

It is noted that the sensitive location of Peel Play Area will require 

further arboricultural, archaeological and ecological assessment. 

Any works in this area will have to receive a Scheduled Monument 

Consent to proceed. Should this not be achievable, works at Peel 

Play Area will be abandoned and the funding will be redirected to 

Wateryett Play Area. 

 

FROM SURVEY 

Q1. Play Area Assessment 

 

1.1 What do people like best about the Play Area 

 

The best thing about this space, according to the public, is that it’s 

set in an attractive and mature parkland and a unique, historic 

setting. Many consultees mentioned the attractive views of the loch, 

particularly when using the swings or sitting on the benches. 

 

1.2 What do people like least about the Play Area 

 

By far most common response is that the play area is worn, run down and 

offers very little in terms of size and variety (currently only swings available).. 

 

1.3 Current users 

 

The public were asked which age groups currently use this Play Area the  

most. The results are shown in the diagram below. 

 

1.4 Play Area perception of inclusion  

 

The public have mentioned that the play area is not inclusive or accessible to 

disabled users, or users of varied needs. Steps could be made to improve this,  

both in terms of surfacing and variety of equipment. 

 

Many consultees also mentioned that the play area is not inclusive to younger 

children due to lack of age appropriate equipment. 

FEEDBACK - PEEL PLAY AREA 



Q2. Peel Play Area - Design Proposals 

 

2.1 Play Area needs and intent  

 

The public were asked what sort of play and public benefit this site 

should focus on. The results are shown in the diagram below. 
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2.2 Intended age group 

 

The public were asked which age groups this Play Area should cater to 

the most. The results are shown in the diagram below. 
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2.3 Play equipment  

 

The public were asked what type of play equipment they would most 

like to see here. The results are shown in the diagram adjacent. 

 

 

Summary of additional comments and suggestions 

• Introduce water play 

• Design the play area with a medieval / jousting theme to reflect 

the local heritage 

• Install a cableway 

• Install an outdoor gym / trim trail 

• Install a trampoline 

• Fence the play area from dogs 

• Fence the play area from the water edge 

• Provide information boards on local wildlife 

• Add in a sports facility or a skatepark 

 

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all additional 

suggestions, but may not be able to accommodate all, depending 

on a range of site and budgetary constraints. 
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FROM WLC OFFICERS 

It is noted that the numerous constraints on site, the play area 

cannot be expanded and new equipment cannot be added outside 

the existing fence line. The priority for this funding is to upgrade Peel 

Play Area, so only if works there should not receive permission, will 

improvements to Wateryett be taken forward. 

 

FROM SURVEY 

Q3. Play Area Assessment 

 

3.1 What do people like best about the Play Area 

 

The best thing about this space, according to the public, is that it’s a 

very attractive and well used play area with a good range of 

equipment. Many consultees mentioned the play area is in a great 

location, near parking and toilets. 

 

Some support was also expressed for the play area being fully 

fenced, and for being nearby local wildlife and in a natural setting. 

 

3.2 What do people like least about the Play Area 

 

The most common responses included that the play area is worn, run down 

and offers very little for older children. The consultees also mentioned the 

space feels overcrowded and there isn’t sufficient seating available. 

 

3.3 Current users 

 

The public were asked which age groups currently use this Play Area the  

most. The results are shown in the diagram below. 

 

3.4 Play Area perception of inclusion  

 

The public have mentioned that the play area excludes older children due to 

the lack of more challenging equipment and an overprovision for toddlers and 

younger users. 

 

Many consultees also mentioned that the play area is not inclusive or 

accessible to disabled users, or users of varied needs.  

FEEDBACK - WATERYETT PLAY AREA 
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Q4. Wateryett Play Area - Design Proposals 

 

4.1 Proposed enhancements  

 

The public were asked which enhancements to the play area would 

be most beneficial. The results are as follows in terms of popularity 

(1 being voted as most beneficial and 5 as least beneficial). 

 

1. Sensory / inclusive play panels added onto fence panels 

2. A piece of equipment removed and replaced with something 

else 

3. Play chip surface changed to accessible rubber wetpour 

surface 

4. New seating & picnic tables 

 

Equipment suggestions 

The public have left suggestions of new play equipment, should the 

option be available to remove a piece of existing equipment and 

replace it with something new. The suggestions are as follows in 

terms of popularity (1 being mentioned the most and 5 the least). 

1. Climbing equipment / monkey bars 

2. Replace the existing ‘car’ unit with a similar item themed 

around boating and Linlithgow Loch 

3. Of equal vote: 

• Trampoline 

• Cableway 

• Hammock swing 

4.       Of equal vote: 

• Slide 

• Water Play 

• Roundabout 

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all suggestions, but 

may not be able to accommodate all, depending on a range of site 

and budgetary constraints. 

Summary of additional comments and suggestions 

• Design the play area with a medieval / adventure theme to reflect the 

local heritage 

• Use natural materials and timber 

• Install a shelter  

• Extend the play area 

• No 2nd gate should be added 

• Provide additional bins 

• Provide information boards on local wildlife 

 

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all additional suggestions, but 

may not be able to accommodate all, depending on a range of site and 

budgetary constraints. 



NEXT STEPS 

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/

parkinfo  

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will 

be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as 

possible. West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by 

Spring 2026. P
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Q3. Consultee statistics 

 

3.1 Age groups of children involved in this survey  

 

3.2 Play Areas regularly used by consultees at the moment  

http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo


Appendix 1 – All survey answers  
































