
WEST LOTHIAN COMMUNITY CHOICES 

SURVEY REPORT  

AUGUST 2024 

PLAY AREA CONSULTATION 

ELIBURN DISTRICT PARK 



West Lothian Council has allocated funding to make improvements 

to the Play Area at the Eliburn District Park in 2025/26. The aim of 

the project is to bring the Play Area up to our Open Space 

standards, carry out necessary repairs and future proof this 

strategic space.  

A Community Choices survey was issued, asking the public to vote 

for their preferred improvements and provide supplementary 

comments.  

Feedback from local stakeholders will inform the improvements and 

help to shape a longer-term vision for the space.  

 

Eliburn Park is designated as a District Park in the West Lothian 

Open Space Plan and is safeguarded for open space in the West 

Lothian Local Plan (2018), although the Play Area itself sits outside 

the designation.  

Eliburn Park is located to North - West of Livingston and includes a 

reservoir, woodland, a sports pavilion with grass pitches. There’s a  

range of walking routes through a mix of park habitats and a Core 

Path runs through the North and West of the park. The paths 

connect further to National Cycle Routes and the River Almond. The 

park includes a car park. 

Eliburn Play Area is a NEAP (Neighbourhood Equipped Area of 

Play), and it’s located along Drumgelloch Crescent. There is 

another smaller play area and striker goals in the Park. 

 

Known park users include local residents, children and dog 

walkers, as well as an established football club and a fishing group. 

INTRODUCTION 

INFORMATION GATHERING 

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online survey. The 

survey period ran from 3rd to 29th July 2024. 

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council officers, local 

Community Council, local schools, relevant businesses & community groups 

and local Councillors. Posters were displayed in and around the Play Area. 

Leaflets were delivered to residential properties adjacent to the play area. 

The survey was also advertised through the council’s Media team. A total of 

25 consultees gave their feedback altogether.  

P
L
A

Y
 
A

R
E

A
 
C

O
N

S
U

L
T
A

T
I
O

N
 
 

SUMMARY 

KEY SURVEY THEMES 

The key themes that emerged through the survey were: 

• The public really appreciates the natural setting an wildlife in the park 

- a theme that should be better reflected in the play area 

• The inclusive play zone is very welcomed by the users and the 

addition of a fully accessible path would make a positive contribution, 

not only the disabled users, but also parents with prams and children 

of varied ages 

• The public felt that formal sports facilities aimed at teenagers would 

help reduce vandalism in the area 

• The public would like to see the former play bridge rebuilt 

 

 

The public were asked to vote on which items they would most like to see 

along the path. We hope to include 1-3 of the most popular elements, 

depending on budgets. The top 3 votes were: 

 

1. Interactive game panels 

2. Musical equipment 

3. Tactile sculptures 
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FROM WLC OFFICERS 

Officers noted no issues with the proposed plans. 

 

FROM SURVEY 

Q1. Design proposals for a new accessible path 

 

The main objective of the project is to create a new path through the play 

area. The path would offer a fully inclusive and accessible route, connecting 

all entrances and the existing inclusive play equipment (swings, 

roundabout, game panel and trampoline). Subject to budget, sensory & 

inclusive play equipment will be provided along the path. 

 

 

The public were asked to vote on which items they would most like to see 

along the path. We hope to include 1-3 of the most popular elements, 

depending on budgets. The result of the vote is shown adjacent. 

 

Summary of additional comments and suggestions 

 

• Create formal sports facilities in the park like a MUGA or pump track 

• Additional equipment such as trampolines or a sandpit 

• Provide additional picnic areas and seating 

• Install a shelter in the play area 

• Provide toilet facilities in the park 

• Create an outdoor gym area 

• Build on the spirals & local wildlife theme 

• Provide a wider variety of swing seats e.g. parent & toddler seats 

• Fence the play area towards the road and the pond 

• Improve the access path between the car park and the play area 

 

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all additional suggestions, 

but may not be able to accommodate all, depending on a range of site and 

budgetary constraints. 

FEEDBACK 
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Q2. Play Area Assessment 

 

2.1 What do people like best about the Play Area 

 

The best thing about this space, according to the public, is that it’s 

set in an attractive and mature parkland, with walking routes and 

different natural habitats. 

 

Consultees also mentioned that they like the inclusive play area. 

 

2.2 What do people like least about the Play Area 

 

The most common response is that the play area suffers from 

antisocial behaviour and vandalism. Some consultees accredited this 

to the fact that there aren’t any formal sports or play facilities for 

teenagers in the wider park. Secondly, consultees mentioned that 

the play area is not very accessible as it is fully surfaced in play chip.  

 

Additional comments mentioned that the mound between the 

‘younger’ and ‘older’ play areas can make it hard to supervise 

children at varied ages.  

 

Some consultees expressed that they miss the former bridge feature 

that used to be in the park, but had to be removed due to rot in the 

timber. The feature had not been replaced since due to high cost 

and budgetary pressures. 

2.3 Current users 

 

The public were asked which age groups currently use this Play Area the  

most. The results are shown in the diagram below. 

 

2.4 Play Area perception of inclusion  

 

The public have mentioned that the play area is not inclusive to teenagers and 

older children due to lack of age appropriate equipment. 

 

Many consultees also mentioned that the play area should build on its 

inclusive and accessible features. This would help ensure that the play area 

can be fully used by children and parents of all abilities. 



NEXT STEPS 

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/

parkinfo  

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will 

be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as 

possible. West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by 

Spring 2026. P
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Q3. Consultee statistics 

 

3.1 Age groups of children involved in this survey  

 

3.2 Play Areas regularly used by consultees at the moment  

http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo


Appendix 1 – All survey answers  












