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PLAY AREA CONSULTATION

INTRODUCTION

West Lothian Council has allocated funding to make improvements
to the Play Area at the Eliburn District Park in 2025/26. The aim of
the project is to bring the Play Area up to our Open Space
standards, carry out necessary repairs and future proof this
strategic space.

A Community Choices survey was issued, asking the public to vote
for their preferred improvements and provide supplementary
comments.

Feedback from local stakeholders will inform the improvements and
help to shape a longer-term vision for the space.

Eliburn Park is designated as a District Park in the West Lothian
Open Space Plan and is safeguarded for open space in the West
Lothian Local Plan (2018), although the Play Area itself sits outside
the designation.

Eliburn Park is located to North - West of Livingston and includes a
reservoir, woodland, a sports pavilion with grass pitches. There’s a
range of walking routes through a mix of park habitats and a Core
Path runs through the North and West of the park. The paths
connect further to National Cycle Routes and the River Aimond. The
park includes a car park.

Eliburn Play Area is a NEAP (Neighbourhood Equipped Area of
Play), and it's located along Drumgelloch Crescent. There is
another smaller play area and striker goals in the Park.

Known park users include local residents, children and dog
walkers, as well as an established football club and a fishing group.

SUMMARY

KEY SURVEY THEMES

The key themes that emerged through the survey were:

. The public really appreciates the natural setting an wildlife in the park
- a theme that should be better reflected in the play area

o The inclusive play zone is very welcomed by the users and the
addition of a fully accessible path would make a positive contribution,
not only the disabled users, but also parents with prams and children
of varied ages

. The public felt that formal sports facilities aimed at teenagers would
help reduce vandalism in the area
. The public would like to see the former play bridge rebuilt

The public were asked to vote on which items they would most like to see
along the path. We hope to include 1-3 of the most popular elements,
depending on budgets. The top 3 votes were:

1. Interactive game panels
2. Musical equipment

3. Tactile sculptures

INFORMATION GATHERING

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online survey. The
survey period ran from 3rd to 29th July 2024.

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council officers, local
Community Council, local schools, relevant businesses & community groups
and local Councillors. Posters were displayed in and around the Play Area.
Leaflets were delivered to residential properties adjacent to the play area.
The survey was also advertised through the council’s Media team. A total of
25 consultees gave their feedback altogether.
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FEEDBACK

FROM WLC OFFICERS

Officers noted no issues with the proposed plans.

FROM SURVEY

Q1. Design proposals for a new accessible path

The main objective of the project is to create a new path through the play
area. The path would offer a fully inclusive and accessible route, connecting
all entrances and the existing inclusive play equipment (swings,
roundabout, game panel and trampoline). Subject to budget, sensory &
inclusive play equipment will be provided along the path.

The public were asked to vote on which items they would most like to see
along the path. We hope to include 1-3 of the most popular elements,
depending on budgets. The result of the vote is shown adjacent.

Summary of additional comments and suggestions

Create formal sports facilities in the park like a MUGA or pump track
Additional equipment such as trampolines or a sandpit

Provide additional picnic areas and seating

Install a shelter in the play area

Provide toilet facilities in the park

Create an outdoor gym area

Build on the spirals & local wildlife theme

Provide a wider variety of swing seats e.g. parent & toddler seats
Fence the play area towards the road and the pond

Improve the access path between the car park and the play area

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all additional suggestions,
but may not be able to accommodate all, depending on a range of site and
budgetary constraints.
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Q2. Play Area Assessment
2.1 What do people like best about the Play Area

The best thing about this space, according to the public, is that it's
set in an attractive and mature parkland, with walking routes and
different natural habitats.

Consultees also mentioned that they like the inclusive play area.
2.2 What do people like least about the Play Area

The most common response is that the play area suffers from
antisocial behaviour and vandalism. Some consultees accredited this
to the fact that there aren’t any formal sports or play facilities for
teenagers in the wider park. Secondly, consultees mentioned that
the play area is not very accessible as it is fully surfaced in play chip.

Additional comments mentioned that the mound between the
‘younger’ and ‘older’ play areas can make it hard to supervise
children at varied ages.

Some consultees expressed that they miss the former bridge feature
that used to be in the park, but had to be removed due to rot in the
timber. The feature had not been replaced since due to high cost
and budgetary pressures.

2.3 Current users

The public were asked which age groups currently use this Play Area the
most. The results are shown in the diagram below.

2.4 Play Area perception of inclusion

The public have mentioned that the play area is not inclusive to teenagers and
older children due to lack of age appropriate equipment.

Many consultees also mentioned that the play area should build on its
inclusive and accessible features. This would help ensure that the play area
can be fully used by children and parents of all abilities.

PLAY AREA CONSULTATION

Parent and Young children Older children Teenagers Young adults in Adults passing
toddler (3-8) (8-14) (14-18) groups through
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Q3. Consultee statistics

3.1 Age groups of children involved in this survey

BABY & TODDLER
YOUNG CHILDREN (3-8)
OLDER CHILDREN (8-14)

OLDER TEENAGERS (14-18)

NEXT STEPS

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/
parkinfo

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will
be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as
possible. West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by
Spring 2026.

3.2 Play Areas regularly used by consultees at the moment
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Appendix 1 - All survey answers

1.

1. DESIGH PROPOSALS
png | .pdf | Xls | LSV |

The new path would offer a fully inclusive and accessible route through the play area, connecting all entrances and the existing inclusive
play equipment (swings, roundabout, game panel and trampoline).

1.1 There is an opportunity for additional sensory and inclusive play equipment to be located alongside the path? We hope this will
provide a fun and unique way to explore the play area for those who need to stay on hard surfacing. We hope to include as many
features as we can within the project budget. The options with the highest score will be prioritised.

Please number the options from 1(most valuable) — & (least valuable).

Humber of participants: 24
. Arnthmetic average (@)

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. Standard deviation ()

E%E%E%E%I%E%I%E%.i123455?5

Musical equipment 5 2947 3x 12,50 5x 20.82 1x 417 1x 4417 2x 833 Zx B33 3x 12.50[3.63 2.57
Interactive game panels 6x 25.00 6x 25.00 4x 16.67 4x 16.67 1x 417 2x 833 1x 4.7 - - 292177 /
Play panels and puzzles - - 4 16,67 Tx 29.17 2Zx B33 3x 12.50 4x 16.67 2Zx B33 Ix  8.33 4.42 1.95 \

I
Sculptures with tactile elements 1x 417 3x 12.50 4x 16.67 3x 12.50 8x 33.33 3x 12.50 1x 417 1x 4.17 [4.33 1.71 \
Talk tubes = : 1x 417 1= 417 2x B33 5x 20,83 Zx 8.33 6x 25.00 Vx 29.17 6.17 1.76 /
Fun ground graphics along the pa... 4x 16.67 3x 12.50 - - 5¢ 20,83 2Zx 8.33 6x 25.00 Zx B.33 IZx 8.33 4.42 2.78 \
‘Hide and Seek’ panels Ix 12.50 1x 447 - - 4x 16,67 2Zx B33 4x 16,67 Tx 29.17 3x 12.50 5.33 2.26 /

Rumble strips and changes in the.. 3x 12.50 3x 12.50 3x 12.50 3x 12.50 2x 8.33 1x 4.17 3x 12.50 6x 25.00 4.79 2.60



2. 1.2 Feel free to provide any additional comments below. s || csv

Humber of participants: 7

- My children are now much older, but | wanted to flag that | experienced an issue with the current layout when my children were young. My 2 year old used the
tunnel to move between the 2 sections - | had a baby in a pram and by time | was able to get through the tunnel (not easy). | had lost sight of her. Fortunately we
were reunited shortly thereafter but it was a frightening experience and | would welcome accessible routes around the park to ensure other families don’t
experience the same issue.

- Stop making play parks and make something for teenagers for god sake.
- bigger and better trampolines.
and a bridge.
and maybe a nice shelter with a door on and seats so if its raining you can go in there.
- The bridge is very missed by kids. Meeds public toilet facilities.
- Anice picnic area would be great, when the park gets busy there's sometimes nowhere good to sit

- All these are valuable. It would be good to have something for older children / teenagers. A cycle / bike track/trail in the area would be good - could be near the
playpark - maybe in the woods or around the water.

- | consulted my answers with park users

3. DISTRICT PARK PLAY AREA SURVEY

Xxls .CSV

The following questions will help us understand how best to address the gaps in our standards, collect statistics on play area
demographics and gather public opinions on how best to improve the play area.

The results of the public vote will be implemented as much as possible within remaining budgets.
2. EXISTING PLAY AREA ASSESSMENT

2.1 Is there anything attractive or unigue about the space which you like or think could be a feature in the new design?

Humber of participants: 11

- A few years ago | thought Eliburn was unigue as alot of equipment merged with nature (wooden climbing animals and wooden bridge etc. but now the wooden
elements have been removed and replaced by plastic and the bridge which was the most popular feature is gone leaving a big empty space that no one uses or can
enjoy it's really guite sad.

- lots of grass for picnic tables but comfy seats.

- Slides are great, new roundabout and accessible areas are brilliant.
Walking round the water is a great feature.
Meed to join the gym area to the park. More benches for picnics/parents.
Meeds more in the ground trampaolines.

- The green areas around the park need to be kept thers is far too many houses being built taking away the green belt. We now have deer roaming residential areas
due to council selling the land for these housing areas



- More toddler friendly as | feel it's either for babies or older children so something in betweaen

| love the spirals and animals theme. The mounds are cool

| think it would be wonderful to have a wildlife design, seen as there is so much around. | often walk Eliburn park and see ducks, swans, deer and even foxes.
An outdoor gym

Swings for parent and child, facing each other, Definitely a large sandpit. There's a lot available at the moment and that's why we’re choosing this park over
others most of the time.

- The area is a nice area.

- Trampolines, swings for two seating + one standing in the middle were they have to use their muscels to move the swing. Echo- whispers conversation panesls.
Tauch and run fields- baseball inspired- make them maove.

4,

2.2 What are the biggest issues with the Play Area? s | €5 |

Humber of participants: 17

The empty space where the bridge was is wasted now and was a really nice feature that all children of all ages could enjoy either by watching people or using the
bridge or sliding down the slopes. Or even walking under it. | also think that baby area and big area being separated by a big hill with no easy to access path
except tunnel makes it tricky for parents with ages apart.

Yandalism

Sight lines for child supervision aren't good from existing seating. Cableway area get muddy. Footpath access from car park to main play area is not great, and
parking on Drumgelloch Crescent is not great. The little goals/ball court is in a bad spot regarding drainage i.e. not accessible if wet.

Vandalism

Mo having a clear view of all play areas especially if u have children at various ages.
Inability to get easily from one area to another for those of us with mobility issues.
bark it hurts.

Mo toilets.
Meeds more benches.
Meeds a sheltered area.

Junkies troubled youths

It’s far too limited for smaller children. The bark isn't the best and it's not very clean

The theme has gotten a bit diluted aver the years

It’s a good space but it's not utilised well enough. It also needs to be fenced. It would be great to have something like a flying fox.
Hone

Teenagers hang out around the park and smash glass so it's dangerous to play in.

Play park should be fenced off separating it from the pond due to possible drowning risk. Many autistic kids are elopers and fencing would allovs them to explore
play park without being endangered. Magnetic gates would be helpful to separate from the road as well.

Also there's an issue with people passing through the playground with their dogs which | don’t think should be allowed. Many kids are afraid are doags plus it's
unsanitary. Fencing might help to keep them out of the play area.



- Mothing for older children / teenagers. Teenagers could have a specific area to use, the play area further away from the park is not used as much and tends to
have teenagers hanging around - it be good to give them something.

- Mot enough same equipement- queues to use swings etc.

3. 2.3 Please number the current Play Area user groups from 1 (most common user group) - 6 (least common user group). png | _pdf | s | osw |

Mumber of participants: 22
. Anthmetic average (&)

1. 2. 3. 4, 5. 6. Standard deviation ()

Parent and toddler 10x 45.45 6x 27.27 4x 18.18 Ix  9.09 - - - - 1.91 1.02 -

Young children (3-8) 6x 27.27 11x 50.00 4x 18.18 - - 1x 4.55 - - 2.05 0.95 \

Older children (8-14) 4x 1818 5x 2273 9x 4091 3x  13.64 - - 1x 455 2.68 1.21 \

Older Teenagers (14-18) 1x  4.55 - - Ax 13.64 e 72.73 Ik 9.09 - - 3.82 0.80 \

Young adults in groups 1 4.55 - - 1x 455 - - 18x 81.82 2 9.09% 4.82 1.01 \
Adults passing through only - - - - 1x 455 1Ix 455 1x 455 19x B86.26 5.73 0.77 \-.Z=

6. 2.4 Is there anyone you think feels unwelcome or unable to use this Play Area? What could be done to improve this?

Mumber of participants: 12

- Those scared of dogs will be concerned at lack of fencing. Those using wheelchair can only use swing/trampoline.
- different floor

- Unsure.,

- Adults make it more botanical

- There's not enough areas that suit all age ranges. Park is very much only suited now to smaller children with shoots and swings. We need a dedicated 5 aside pitch
with lights for winter. Something that gives the teens somewhere to go that doesn't make them feel isolated

- Mo



- You should build on the inclusive value in the play area, there’s some good stuff already

- | think later in the evening a lot of teenagers hang around, which can be intimidating. There’s anly one thing you can do to stop that and that's bring back youth
centres! | know they cost money to run, but | think you'd find you'd be able to staff them with volunteers. Livingston is crying out for youth centres. The teens
cause anti social behaviour because they are bored and have no where to go,

- An outdoor gym
- As | have mention issues with using by autistic children due to it not being fenced off completely.

- | think kit is used at different times by various groups. During the day it tends to be young children / toddlers with occasional school group, as the day goes on
the age range changes. Then in the evening it tends to be older children and teenagers. The weather also changes the demographic - with nice weather it is much
younger children.

- Wheelchair accesable carousels

7.

3. COHSULTEE STATISTICS
png | pdf | Xls | LSV |

3.1 What age group are you, or your children if filling out on their behalf?

Humber of participants: 20
2 (10.0%): Baby and toddler

7 (35.0%): Young children (3-8)
Baby and toddler: 10.00%:
6 (30.0%): Older children (8-14)
Older Teenagers {14-13): 25.00%
5 (25.0%): Older Teenagers (14-18)

Young children (3-3): 35.00%:

Older children (8-14): 30.00%



8.

3.2 Which play area and leisure facilities in your neighbourhood do you or children use at the moment? Why? xis || .csv

Mumber of participants: 14

- Eliburn because it's biggest. We live in deans but deans park is rubbish for both age groups and run down.
- Just this park as that's all that's available

- Football fields at eliburn t

- | tend to bring my grandsons to the park at Eliburn because there is a wider variety of things to play.

- the shelters at the park and the tunnell

- Just Eliburn, as it's more suitable for his age. We sometimes stop if passing other parks but always plan a day out to Eliburn during holidays. We also like to walk
through the woods and around the water.

- Peel park for walking

- Football kick pitch

- Eliburn park as 1t’55

- Eliburn park and reservoir as it's on

- There isn't any! We used to go to bubbles we do go to the park when it’s dry

- We use play park at Waverley Crescent because it's completely fenced off therefore safe for our eloping child.

- Eliburn park and Morrisons mainly, with them using deans park as well.
- Flying fox, swings, monkeybars, carousels



