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Letham Park, Craigshill - Community Consultation Survey Results
SUMMARY

Introduction

A consultation was held in June 2024, in order to gain feedback on what the community
thought about Letham Park in Craigshill, Livingston. Suggestions were also sought from the
community for proposals that would enhance the park. This is part of Community Choices, the
council’s participatory budgeting tool to assist focussed investment as part of the Open Space
capital investment programme in parks. The survey was conducted on-line. Feedback was
sought via a simple questionnaire. Thirty seven responses were received by the deadline of
23 June 2024.

What people call the park
Most people call it Letham Park but there are many that call it The Witches or Witches Park.

What people like about the park
The community enjoys the large open and green space. The location of the park is liked along
with the play area and the grass for playing football.

What people don’t like about the park
There were negative comments about what is in the play area. Some dislike the vandalism,
youth shelter, trees and lack of lighting.

Proposals
A number of proposals have been drawn up following the community consultation.

Next Steps
A quote for the proposed works will be obtained. If the cost of the proposals is within budget
the works will be undertaken with completion expected by 31 March 2025.




Introduction

An online consultation was held to gain feedback on the community’s likes and dislikes about
Letham Park in Craigshill with suggestions also sought to enhance the park. The consultation
was available on the council’s website from the 6™ to the 23™ of June 2024.

This exercise forms part of the council's Community Choices process. West Lothian
Community Choices is West Lothian Council’s version of Participatory Budgeting - a
democratic process which empowers people and communities to have a greater say in how
public money is spent. West Lothian Community Choices empowers everyone from
community groups to individual service users to get involved in local decision making via a
democratic Participatory Budgeting process. This consultation is being used by Open Space
to focus spend as part of the capital investment programme in West Lothian’s public parks.

Letham Park is a public park owned and maintained by the council. The park is approximately
1.5 hectares in size and is located in the eastern area of Craigshill. It is regarded as a
Neighbourhood Park by the council. The site is designated as Land Safeguarded for Open
Space in the adopted West Lothian Local Development Plan, 2018.

The park is bordered by a residential area on its northern boundary. The main road running
through Craigshill (Almond Road) creates the western boundary with a bus shelter on the park
edge for those heading south. A pedestrian underpass provides access under this road to the
local primary school, main shopping area and other residential areas of Craigshill. The eastern
boundary is formed by woodland/scrub which is in private ownership and a bowling club and
residential accommodation forms the park’s southern boundary.

Pedestrian access is available from all sides of the park either from formal entrance points or
informally on open boundaries. A car park in the south-west corner of the park provides public
parking with no formal public vehicular access into the rest of the park. Access for authorised
inspection and maintenance vehicles is available along the southern boundary.

The majority of the park is amenity grassland. A sealed, surfaced path runs close to the
western boundary of the park running from the car park to a set of steps leading to the
underpass with another spur running off this path and heading north-east. Two short path
sections come off this top path and lead to seats. The surfaces of these are a mix of Bitmac,
stone setts and concrete in varying states of repair. A whindust path runs from the central area
in the west to near the eastern boundary where it terminates.

A surfaced car park is available to vehicles in the south-west corner of the park with access
taken off a side road from Almond Road.

There is a play area with various pieces of formal equipment in the western half of the site. A
covered metal youth shelter with seating is located on the far western edge of the park. An
open, flat grass area forms the majority of the eastern half. The park rises up on the northern
and eastern sides.

There are eight bins located within or on the edge of the park. These are a mix of red bins for
dog waste, black metal bins for any waste, open-topped litter bins and a compactor bin for any
waste. Two metal picnic tables are placed in the south-eastern area of the park and there are
six seats found throughout the park.

Mature trees and shrubs are planted in the south-western and south-eastern areas of the park,
further mature trees near the eastern boundary and a line of younger Silver birch in the centre
of the park.



Wooden posts provide some structural features in the south-east along with a wooden
sculpture on the very edge of the park in the east.

Information gathering

An on-line survey was used to gather comments and feedback from local stakeholders. This
was posted on the Council’'s website and available for completion between the 6" and 23 of
June 2024. Emails were sent to the local ward members, Craigshill Community Council, West
Lothian Youth Action Project and a number of council officers advising of the park survey and
encouraging their completion and/or sharing. Posters were put up in and around the park
which included a link to the survey along with a QR code connecting you directly to the survey.

There were 37 surveys completed by the closing date.

Feedback
Full responses to the survey are available in Appendix 1. A summary of answers to each
guestion is as follows:

What people call the park

Half of respondents call the park Letham or Letham Park. About a third call it The Witches or
Witches Park (after a former roundabout shaped like a witch’s hat) and the rest just call it Park
or The park or have no specific name for it.

What people like about the park

The size of the park is the most popular thing that is liked followed by the green space, open
space and grassy area. Specific things in the play area are liked along with the park’s location
and its closeness to the school or people’s homes. The fact that you can play football or other
sports there is regarded positively and that it is safe to access and play there. People also like
walking there or walking the dog.

What people don’t like about the park

There were negative comments about specific pieces of play equipment, that the play area
didn’t cater for specific age groups or it needed more play equipment. There were various
comments about vandalism, the youth shelter, the bonfires and the state of the pitch area and
its lack of goals, lack of lighting or CCTV, that it was boggy and comments about the trees in
the park.

Suggestions to enhance the park

A number of suggestions were made by the community to enhance the park or improve the
enjoyment of park users. These and any relevant comments relating to them or other feedback
are as follows —

Play area and features — There were a number of comments suggesting various new pieces
of play equipment and other assets including more or different equipment in the play area, a
skate/bike/BMX track, football goals, outdoor gym equipment, an Astroturf pitch, paddling
pool, pitch and putt or tennis court.

Park enhancements and new/updated play equipment/assets are funded from different
budgets. The current budget allocation is for park enhancements which excludes play
equipment and assets. Comments relating to play will be kept on file and if any play area
budget becomes available in the future for play assets in Letham Park then these, and any
other consultation feedback, will be used to inform proposals.

Things including water such as a paddling pool, boating pond or other water feature wouldn’t
be considered due to the requirement for on-going testing of the water to ensure it is safe or



other features that would need to be staffed/managed or create additional maintenance
requirements such as a pitch and putt.

More bins — There are eight bins within the park. This comprises a variety of dog waste and
mixed waste bins. The Cleaner Communities team within the council determines the number
of bins within the county. This number of bins is considered sufficient for Letham Park.

Some of these do, however, have open tops which are no longer installed in parks as litter
can blow out or be removed from them by birds and animals. Removing the open top litter bins
and reconsidering the location of the bins within the park should reduce litter blowing around
the park or make it easier for people to access a bin and deposit their rubbish.

If you want to report dog fouling that needs cleaned up, want to report a damaged dog waste
bin or have an existing one emptied, please use the council's online form at
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32095/Report-a-Dog-Fouling-Issue

The park is regularly litter picked and the bins emptied. If you would like to report an
overflowing bin or litter on site please use
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32091/Report-Litter

Drainage — The majority of the park surface is grass. This can get boggy during, or after, wet
weather. Unfortunately, it is not possible to provide drainage throughout the park due to the
cost and restricted park budget.

Fenced area for dogs — The council has considered fenced off areas for dogs before and will
not be implementing such areas in parks. This is mainly due to the high level of dog fouling
likely to be generated in one area and the health issues associated with this and its
management but also the loss of active open space that would be available to the public.

Lighting and CCTV — Some parks have lighting along paths where these have been
considered active travel routes, such as along the western and northern boundary paths in
Letham Park. The council does not have a policy to install lighting around play areas. Due to
the capital cost of installing new lights and the revenue resources needed to maintain them
there are not sufficient resources now available to the council to install new recreational
lighting.

The council does not install CCTV in parks. Some buildings in parks may have CCTV or
security cameras installed on them but this is in association with particular properties e.g. Xcite
gyms. The costs of installation and maintenance would also be above available budgets.

Walkway around the park — It is currently possible to walk on a surfaced path around
approximately half of the park. Access around the remaining part of the park requires you to
walk on grass which can often be boggy during, or after, it has been raining. Not all park users
can take safe access over the grass due to mobility problems or having to push a pram or use
a wheelchair while others are put off by the grass surface.

An additional section of path could be created to connect the existing whindust path in the
east with the path to the north. Ideally this would be around the eastern and then northern
edge of the flat grass area with a slope up to the north to maximise the path network. The
budget is not, however, sufficient to install this length of path. A shorter “loop” could possibly
be created off the southern path by heading north across the flat grass area, parallel with an
existing tree line, and then heading west and north to connect with the existing path along the
northern boundary. This would be dependant on the cost being within the available budget.


https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32095/Report-a-Dog-Fouling-Issue
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/32091/Report-Litter

More seating/new picnic tables — There were suggestions for more seats and picnic tables
within the park. There are six seats and two picnic tables already situated within the park. The
condition or positioning of some of these is not ideal. Two seats near the northern boundary
are damaged. Three metal seats have paint that is worn. The surfacing under most of the
existing seats and picnic tables is worn, damaged or has been vandalised/removed. Replacing
or repainting some of the seats and improving the surfacing to and under them would improve
the experience of park users and improve the visual appearance of the park.

Plants/hedges/flower beds/trees — Under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act (2004), all
public bodies in Scotland are required to further the conservation of biodiversity when carrying
out their responsibilities.

Natural features, like any other park assets, do still need to be managed and maintained.
Some features are managed by leaving them alone, perhaps for wildlife or other reasons, but
generally resources are needed in the form of funding and/or workforce. The sustainability of
any new plant, therefore, needs to be considered from a maintenance point of view: what and
how much maintenance is needed with the ideal scenario resulting in no more, or ideally less,
resources than currently required. A new tree for example, once planted, will require little or
no resources compared to new shrubs, hedges or flower beds which may need to be cut,
weeded or watered. The council does not, therefore, have the resources to maintain new
hedges and flower beds.

The park has a number of existing broadleaf and coniferous trees of different ages but there
are opportunities to plant new trees for enhanced biodiversity and ensure a succession of tree
cover. There is room within the eastern part of the site to plant more trees and also an
opportunity to enhance the existing tree line through the middle of the grass area. This would
improve biodiversity and provide more structure, colour and shade to the park. The council is
currently considering an application for external funding for tree planting. If this was successful
then the park would be planted up with additional trees. If the application is unsuccessful then
there may still be a possibility of some new tree planting in the future.

Bulbs provide flowers and require little attention once in the ground. They also provide pollen,
nectar, colour and habitat variety. The park is large enough to plant bulbs particularly some
early flowering varieties for insects seeking food in February/March when sources are limited.
Flowers at this time of year would also not affect grass cutting too much with only one or two
grass cuts being missed in order for the bulbs to die back naturally and replenish energy for
the next year’s display. Native Daffodils along the proposed new path, if created, would
enhance biodiversity and provide flowers in the park for part of the year.

The trees along the edge of the southern boundary by the Bowling Club are encroaching on
the path and also creating an unappealing resting spot. A request has been passed to the
council’s Arbor Team to consider crown raising and cutting back.

Prohibiting motorbikes - The council has no powers to stop motorbikes, remove them from site
or charge them with accessing the park. The illegal use of vehicles in the park is a Police
matter.

It is also not possible for the council to prohibit access by motorbikes at all possible access
points as this would also hinder access by wheelchairs and those with wide prams which we
would not wish to do. Even if this was a possibility the cost would exceed the available park
budget and, therefore, can’t be considered.



Park proposals

Based on the community suggestions (excluding the play area suggestions) that can be
implemented within the park (and likely to be within budget) a number of proposals have been
drawn up:

New path — A new Bitmac path is proposed from the existing southern path, across the grass
area parallel with the Silver birch tree line and then swinging around to the west and then
north, to connect into the small path leading to the north-west seat. The existing path to the
seat would be removed and replaced with a Bitmac surfaced path.

The existing path leading towards the seat in the north-east would also be removed and
replaced with a Bitmac path.

The path link on the southern side of the play area (currently stone setts) is proposed for
removal and replaced with a Bitmac surfaced path. If the budget was exceeded then this
section would be the first to be deleted from the work proposals.

Seating — The two damaged seats on the northern boundary of the park are proposed for
removal and replaced with new Black metal seats with a backrest and armrests. The three
metal coloured seats (yellow, red and blue) are proposed for repainting in black. The yellow
metal seat currently above the play area is proposed to be relocated to the edge of the play
area near an existing bench (and repainted black).

The two picnic tables in the south-east are proposed to be relocated to the edge of the path
so that you do not need to go over the grass to use them. They would be installed on new
Bitmac bases providing an improved surface.

New bins — The existing open top bin and dog bin near the eastern boundary are proposed to
be removed. A new metal covered “all waste” bin would be located between the eastern picnic
table and where the existing bins are currently, to collect all rubbish in this area.

The existing open top bin on the boundary with the Bowling Club is proposed for removal. It
would be replaced with a new metal covered “all waste” bin.

New bulbs — Daffodil bulbs along part of the edge of the proposed new path across the park
are proposed to enhance biodiversity and brighten the park with colourful flowers.

New trees — New trees would be planted around the park if external funding can be secured
or additional budget becomes available. The grass around the trees would be left un-cut to
further enhance biodiversity in the park.

Repositioned park signage - The existing park signs are not located at park entrances (and
are also placed back to back in one spot). The existing signs will be removed. One sign panel
will be relocated near to the railings in the south-western corner of the park and the other re-
located to the northern boundary.

A layout plan showing the above proposals is shown below.

Next Steps
This report will be made available on the Counci's webpage at
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo under Reports.

The implementation of any of the above proposals depends on their costs being within the
park budget and securing external budget for the new tree proposals. A quote for the above
proposals (excluding the trees) will now be sought. If the cost of this is within the park budget


https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo

then the work will be implemented. It is hoped that all work can be implemented by the end of
March 2025. If external funding is secured for the new trees then planting is likely to be in
autumn 2025.

The 20 respondents who requested to join the park email list will be kept updated about the
park improvements. Anyone else who would like to join the list can request to do so by emailing
Carol.Campbell@westlothian.gov.uk
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Appendix 1 - All survey results (as returned in surveys). Some personal information
has been redacted.

1.What do you call this park?

-Witches Park
-Letham park
-Letham Park
-Letham Park
-The park.
-Leham park
-Lethal park
-Lethal park
-Letham

-The witches
-Letham Park
-the witches
-Witches park
-Letham park
-The Witches park
-Letham park
-Witches park
-The Witches Park
-The park

-The witches park
-The witches

-The witches
-Park

-Letham park
-Letham park
-Letham Park
-Witches hat

-the witches
-nothing

-Letham Park
-Park

-Letham or witches park
-Letham park
-letham park
-Letham Park

2. What do you like best about this park?

-The free exercise items

-The good grassy area

-The park has a lot of green space and is close to the school.
-The size

-Location and size

-Close to home and open space.

-1 like the open space, my dogs enjoys this space.



-Swings

-Big open space

-Good for younger and older children to play sports.

-the big swing

I miss the old slide

-The big patch of grass next to the park

-My kids love the swings and the apparatus that spins

-It’s easy to get to from the nursery/school giving a safe place space for local children from the flats
to play.

Green space to play sports as well as play park makes for double the fun.

-Play equipment and the football pitch

-It's local

-Big grassy area to walk the dog

-It's big and spacious for plenty children to play and safe to walk to with the underpass being next to
the school. There's a nice big field for children to play football on.

-Good open big area for kids and families

-Nothing there is nothing suitable for any younger kids ie baby swings anything that toddlers can use
isn’t available here. It would be nice to have an area blocked off where kids can play football without
having to worry about dogs because they are inside like an outdoor kick pitch for football and
basketball. Maybe a little cycle path around the park for little ones on bikes and scooters and this
park is well use by kids from school who are encouraged to use bikes and scooters so the park having
its own little cycle path would be good and a path for runners this park is used for a lot of adults
keeping fit and runners around the length of the park. Maybe cxtv to avoid all the other issues of
broken things or vandalism

-Walking and play park for kids

-It's convenient to get to without a car. It has great big green space to play with the kids that is even
ground. So great for toddlers.

-Lots of green space with a great potential

-It’s a local park and used well within the community.

-The green space

-how safe you feel surrounded by community

-section of path is nice on ebike.

-The open space.

-Theirs nothing really good about the park

-The massive field for games of football and rounders and stuff

-The space its on.

-the open spaces

-Itis a Protected Sight,one of the last of the designated areas not to be built on. It draws people who
bring their children and dogs and it's lovely to see children playing football and flying kites.

3. Is there anything you don’t like?

-The vandalism

-Football bit is a bit open for run away balls

-The play equipment isn't geared toward younger children and a set if baby swings and proper
roundabout would be so beneficial.

There is a covered pagoda type structure which is vandalised and should be removed or upgraded.
-It is very plain with no flowers or planters etc

-There's not much there but scrubby grass

-The absolutely ridiculous bonfire held every year at guy fallow that wrecks the grass for months.



-The line of trees in the middle of the field. They look lifeless, make plant some new ones or help the
existing one to grow.

-There isn't much for smaller children to play on

-Vandals

-Needs more for younger kids to do, a more up to date climbing frame for toddlers and kids. Swings
for toddlers and babies.

-Not much for older kids

-No

-The colour scheme seems off and bland

-No

-It could do with having more to play at

-Some of the equipment is accessible for disabled/bigger built children.

Football goal tired could be improved.

-No

-Their isn't much in the park really.. need to be accommodation for all ages.. eg Swings for babies, as
well as older kids, monkey bars, flying fox, roundabout, tunnel, slides

-Lack of lighting, no cctv

-Na

-The actual activity park of the park isn't really catered for all ages or abilities of children and it's a bit
sparse. Would be nice to have more activitys and playground equipment for the kids to explore.
Maybe some interactive sensory parts too for children with additional needs.

-The kids' park, there is not very much to do especially for young kids and toddlers

-The fact that a local group have been allowed to use the green space for bonfire & firework
displays. It’s far to close to housing for this also the stress on animals within these households is
ridiculous.

-Needs more upkeep

-outdated and fun stuff got taken away

-football pitch is unused, waste of money (to make them) thats mainly used on nov 5. DOH. bonfires
and fireworks need banned.

-Not really. Maybe it gets a wee bit boggy when rais too much.

-The fact their is nothing for toddlers nothing for kids teenagers adults pets elderly

-The playpark is not small kid or disabled friendly it's to open with a risk as it's so close to the road it
should have a fence round it

-Could have more play equipment.

-the trees over hanging the path next to the bowling green

-Quite a lot. My Dad was involved in the plans many years ago to renovate the park but was against
the plans to build a vestibule right beside the bus stop and this has been a draw for noisy teenagers
and adults but primarily in good weather it draws children who pit themselves at risk by climbing on
top or banging on the side or chucking stuff on the top. It now looks worn with a lot of graffiti. It
should be taken down like the other annoyance,the keep fit module, that was a relief to see it being
taken away.

4. Please suggest things that could enhance the park or improve your enjoyment of it.

-More equipment, perhaps a scooter/skateboard / bike route. Little kids could try on their small
bikes. surrounded by seating areas for parents.

-More seats. Maybe some tables near at park area.

-The addition of play equipment for pre school children and perhaps a zip wire.

More seating

Sports equipment such as football goals or put door gym.

An accessible walkway going around the grass area of the park.



-maybe a flying fox, round about, another climbing frame. Proper football goals for the kids too
-Large planters containing flowers and shrubs. A pergola would be lovely as a feature with clematis
plants growing up and over it.

A water feature would look beautiful in centre of the park.

More seating for people to sit and relax at the park

-areas of native plants and wildflowers, hedging

-Provide a place for the bonfire that doesn’t damage the surrounding area.

Picnic tables with extra bins

Wild flower area around the edge.

-Apart from the trees... Maybe something for dogs and more bins

-More for younger children 1-5 years

-Flying fox, more benches, football goals

-I think the grass bit needs to stay and adding goals and potentially basket ball hoops would be really
beneficial.

-Build a smaller scale skateboard / scooter / skate installation.

-colour

Climbing frame

Big swings

Plants

Area for parents to sit

-Football pitches with AstroTurf instead of grass

-More equipment for children

-Younger area play park could be adapted for safer play for nursery age children (Polkemmet park
younger area has got it right can climb independently without a high fall when learning)

Older area park small spaces to climb through to access slide, young but bigger bodied children
cannot fit through.

No disabled equipment

Glass areas could had goals/basket ball hoop to encourage sport practice.

-New goalposts

-A secured dog compound, this will allow people to let their dogs off the leash without the risk of the
dogs running away.

-Adding a flying fox if funding ever became available. All children love the flying fox and Craigshill is
missing it.

-Lighting around the play area, gets too dark especially in the winter months.

A bmx bike track and a outdoor paddling pool would be great

More seating areas

-Above

-Wildflower drainage plants more trees

-More playground equipment for smaller kids and kids with additional needs. Cater it to kids of all
ages and abilities.

-Add more things to do for kids

-A pitch & putt green, skate ramps, a football pitch, tennis court, picnic benches, a little woodland
trail, garden boxes with fresh herbs & flowers for community use, a maze area, timber climbing trail,
climbing tubes,

-More equipment for kids

-newer equipment/redo equipment already there as it’s good

-should be more trees planting at east side and more swings.

-Dog park and maybe a small plants park (wild flowers, bushes, paths, benches etc) between the
playground and small trees.

| like the open space is free so dogs can run and children can play.



-It’s not for my enjoyment it should be for the kids enjoyment put in more slides more swings more
climbing frames wild flowers @

Put In more benches NOT WOODEN

If you need ideas give me an email would happily discuss ideas for the community. -

-Things that include all ages not just pre teens/teenagers

-More play equipment

More climbing things

Basket ball net

Spinning seesaw

Flying fox

Basket ball courts

Football goal

Water feature

Boating pond

Bbq area

Swings

Water splash area

-trim the trees back so as you can use the bench that are there

-l live in _ and it has always been a battle against
destruction. Many of the trees in the middle of the park were broken by kids after the fence around
them was destroyed. It would be lovely to see more trees planted but properly protected by iron
cases to avoid them being broken-this has been done successfully at the back of the Mall and the
trees have flourished. Also the tiles around the seating area were destroyed by kids so it would be
great to see the seating area repaired and benches that can't be easily broken. Improved bins
because some disappeared&the rest are eyesore&badly designed,runbush just tumbles out.We also
have a problem with Motorbikes,Scramblers&Quad Bikes riding around the Park and along the
Public Pathways and this has been reported to the Police and West Lothian Council on many
occasions so something to keep them out would be a great relief to the residants. Following on from
that, big signs at each entrance to the park prohibiting these vehicle's,asking people to be respectful
and to put a curfew on the noise after 10pm so that the Police will be forced to take action.



