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Lanrigg Avenue Green — Community Consultation Survey Results
SUMMARY

Introduction

A consultation was held in June 2024, in order to gain feedback on what the community
thought about Lanrigg Avenue Green in Fauldhouse. Suggestions were also sought from the
community for proposals that would enhance the park. This is part of Community Choices, the
council’s participatory budgeting tool to assist focussed investment as part of the Open Space
capital investment programme in parks.

The survey was conducted on-line. Feedback was sought via a simple questionnaire. Six
responses were received by the deadline of 23™ June 2024.

What people call the park
There is no common name given to the park.

What people like about the park
The size and openness of the park is liked along with the opportunity to play football, use the
play area and walk the dog.

What people don’t like about the park
Elements of the play area and equipment are not liked. There is some anti-social behaviour in
the park.

Proposals

A number of proposals have been drawn up for pricing. If these are within the park budget
then they will be implemented with work expected for completion by the end of March 2025.




Introduction

An online consultation was held to gain feedback on the community’s likes and dislikes
about Lanrigg Avenue Green in Fauldhouse with suggestions also sought to enhance the
park. The consultation was available on the council’'s website from 6 June to 23 June
2024.

This exercise forms part of the council’s Community Choices process. West Lothian
Community Choices is West Lothian Council’s version of Participatory Budgeting - a
democratic process which empowers people and communities to have a greater say in
how public money is spent. West Lothian Community Choices empowers everyone from
community groups to individual service users to get involved in local decision making via
a democratic Participatory Budgeting process. This consultation is being used by Open
Space to focus spend as part of the capital investment programme in West Lothian’s
public parks.

Lanrigg Avenue Green is a public park owned and maintained by the council. The park is just
under 0.5 hectares in size and is located on the northern edge of Fauldhouse. It is regarded
as a Local Park by the council. The site is designated as Land Safeguarded for Open Space
in the adopted West Lothian Local Development Plan, 2018.

Pedestrian access is available into the park from the north and south sides of the site. There
are no formal vehicular access points into the park for the public. Access for authorised
inspection and maintenance vebhicles is available from the southern boundary.

A pavement forms the park’s southern boundary separating it from Lanrigg Avenue. The park
is bordered by the rear of residential properties on its western edge. A mature hedge line forms
the northern and eastern boundaries with mature trees planted on the outer edges of the
hedge lines.

A short, surfaced path leads off Lanrigg Avenue into the park and terminates near the edge of
the play area. The play area has a mix of formal play equipment within a bark surface. Two
multi-use play panels and an artificial play surface form a games area in the central part of the
park. The remaining area is amenity grassland.

There is one combined waste bin on the southern boundary of the park. A metal bench is
situated at the edge of the play area. A Royal Mail “storage” box is located near the park’s
entrance.

Information gathering

An on-line survey was used to gather comments and feedback from local stakeholders. This
was posted on the Council’s website and available for completion between the 6™ and 23" of
June. Emails were sent to the local ward members, Fauldhouse Community Council,
Fauldhouse & Breich Valley Community Development Trust and a number of Council officers
advising of the park survey and encouraging their completion and/or sharing. Posters were
put up in and around the park which included a link to the survey along with a QR code
connecting you directly to the survey.

There were 6 surveys completed by the closing date.
Feedback

Full responses to the survey are available in Appendix 1. A summary of answers to each
guestion is as follows:



What people call the park
There was no common name given to the park. Some use its location of “Lanrigg” or “Top
Park” to identify it while others just use “the park” or “swing park”.

What people like about the park

The green space, the openness and size of the park are all features that are liked. It is
positively regarded as being busy where children can use the equipped play area and play
football. You can also walk the dog here.

What people don't like about the park
The lack of certain play equipment or the range of ages it appeals to is a negative feature of
the park. There are elements of anti-social behaviour in the park which are not liked.

Suggestions to enhance the park
A number of suggestions were made to enhance the park or improve the enjoyment of park
users. These, and any relevant comments relating to them and other park features, are as
follows —
o Play area and features — There were a number of comments suggesting various new
play assets including more or different equipment, play inclusive equipment and sides
to the multi-use games area.

Park enhancements and play asset improvements are funded from different budgets.
The current budget allocation is for park enhancements which excludes play
equipment and assets.

There is no budget allocated for play assets in the current programme to Lanrigg
Avenue Green. If a budget does become available for this play area then the
comments relating to play equipment received during this consultation will be
considered along with any future consultation feedback.

There were a couple of suggestions for providing a fenced off play area to safeguard
younger children. The council does not have a policy to fence all play areas. Fences
are erected if a play area is within 15m of a road or other danger. This does not apply
to Lanrigg Avenue Green play area. A fenced play area will not, therefore, be
considered further.

e Anti-social behaviour - The Antisocial Behaviour (Scotland) Act 2004 defines it
as, "acting in a manner that causes or is likely to cause alarm or distress." For
behaviour to be classed as “antisocial”’ it must be persistent, this means that one- off
incidents may not be classed as antisocial behaviour, however, these incidents could
still be criminal. It is important that you contact Police Scotland if you have been the
victim of a crime. For additional information, including how to report anti-social
behaviour, please visit the council’'s webpage at https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/anti-
social-behaviour

e More seating— There were suggestions for more or improved seating. There is one
bench within the play area. An additional seat with a backrest would make resting
within the park, particularly for carers of children visiting the play area, more enjoyable.

e Enclosing the park — Some council parks have formal boundaries such as fencing,
walls or hedges around part of them or fully enclosing them. There is, however, no
policy to enclose council parks on demand. This includes parks that are open onto
pavements near roads. A fenced area will not, therefore, be considered further.



https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/anti-social-behaviour
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/anti-social-behaviour

e Path into play area — There is a short section of surfaced path into the park which ends
near the edge of the play area. An extension of this would improve access to the play
area for children and their carers.

Each piece of play equipment has a “fall zone” around it which is a clear space in case
of trips and falls in order that users do not land on other features such as a seat, bin,
hard surface or other play equipment etc. These zones need to be considered and
avoided when thinking about a path connection into the play area. The most suitable
spot for a connection would be adjacent to the existing bench on the southern half of
the play area.

o Circular route — A circular route around the park would provide an accessible path that
would be more attractive than the grass which is boggy in wet weather. The budget
available for the park enhancements would not, however, stretch to a circular route.

A shorter path, from the play area to the edge of the multi-use games area (MUGA),
would connect park users to the existing play features, providing an accessible route
rather than over the grass which can be more difficult for younger children and those
with prams or wheelchairs. The available budget is more likely to cover this shorter
section than a circular route.

o Dog exercise area - The council has considered fenced off areas for dogs before
and will not be implementing such areas in parks. This is mainly due to the high level
of dog fouling likely to be generated and the health issues associated with this.

Park proposals

Based on the community suggestions that can be implemented within the park (and likely to
be within budget), as well as work that is required to meet park standards including
maintenance, a number of proposals have been drawn up:

o New path — The existing rubber path from the pavement to the edge of the play area
would be removed. A new, wider path in Bitmac is proposed from the pavement edge
towards the play area and then around its edge and over to the multi-use games area.
A short section would also be added from this new path into the play area. This would
improve accessibility within the park to the existing play features.

o New seat — A new seat with a backrest and armrests is proposed on the northern side
of the play area.

o Install park sign at entrance — A new park sign would be installed near the entrance,
off the new path. This would include details of how to report any issues to the council.

o Fence repairs — There are some loose wooden fence posts along the eastern fence
line. These would be removed and new fence posts added.

The fence line along the northern edge of the park is broken or loose in many parts.
As there is a mature hedge line along this boundary there is no reason for the fence to
be repaired in this area and the damaged posts and wire will, therefore, be removed.

e |mproved biodiversity/additional planting — Under the Nature Conservation (Scotland)
Act (2004), all public bodies in Scotland are required to further the conservation of
biodiversity when carrying out their responsibilities. If additional funding can be
obtained then new trees and bulbs are proposed for planting.




Natural features, like any other park assets, still need to be managed. Some features
are managed by leaving them alone, perhaps for wildlife or other reasons, but generally
resources are needed in the form of funding and/or workforce. The sustainability of any
new plant, therefore, needs to be considered from a maintenance point of view: what
and how much maintenance is needed with the ideal scenario resulting in no more, or
ideally less, resources than currently required. A new tree for example, once planted,
will require little or no resources compared to a new shrub or hedge which is likely to
need cutting regularly.

The existing trees around the site provide shelter from the wind and shade from the
sun. They provide habitat for birds, insects and mammals to source food and seek
shelter. Trees also mitigate flooding and reduce soil erosion. All of these benefits, to
wildlife and humans (known as ecosystem services), multiply with each tree planted
whether grown as a single specimen or woodland group. Additional tree planting could
be accommodated within the park. The trees could be planted parallel to the pavement
edge for structure but also create a visual barrier to the park boundary.

Bulbs can also provide pollen, colour and habitat variety. The park is large enough to
plant areas with bulbs such as early flowering varieties of Daffodils and Crocus
species. This would assist insects seeking food in February/March when sources are
limited. Flowers at this time of year would also not affect grass cutting too much with
only one or two grass cuts being missed in order for the bulbs to die back naturally and
replenish energy for the next year’s display.

The implementation of any of the above proposals depends on their costs being within the
park budget, and securing external funding for the trees and bulbs.

A layout plan showing the above proposals is shown below.
Next Steps

This report will be made available on the Council's webpage at
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo under Reports.

A quote for the above proposals will be sought. If the cost is within budget then a contract will
be let for the works to be implemented.

The 6 respondents who requested to join the park email list will be kept updated about the
park improvements. Anyone else who would like to join the list can request to do so by emailing
Carol.Campbell@westlothian.gov.uk



https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
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Park proposals plan
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Appendix 1 - All survey results, as returned in surveys

1.What do you call this park?

-The park

-Lanrigg Park

-Swing park

-Lanrigg Play Park

-The Top Park

-Top Park Langrigg

2. What do you like best about this park?
-The green space

-Football pitch is well used and there are always children at the play park.
-It is big and open to let the kids run and play

-Young children able to play football and use the play equipment. Being able to walk the
dog.

-Climbing frame

Football

Space to walk dog around perimeter on a lead

-Football Play Area

3. Is there anything you don't like?

-Not much in it compared to the one at eastfield development centre

-I feel that the play park is only suitable for older kids.

-The football pitch has no sides on it and would like to see sides put on it for kids to play
football

-When play equipment was newly installed, older children used the space net as a drinking
den in the evenings causing a noise nuisance.
Quad bikers use the park on occasions.

-No swings for older kids

-The climbing frame is old and needing something newer and more inclusive for children of
all ages like the park at Eastfield in Fauldhouse.



4. Please suggest things that could enhance the park or improve your enjoyment of it.
-Create a better path into the play area - the current one just ends in the grass. Circular
walking route would be good. Also better seating - the current bench is not comfortable and
not accessible from any paths.

-Different size climbing equipment. Roundabout with access for wheelchairs or prams.
Benches. Inclusive swings. Park area gated for safety

-There is not anything that toddlers and smaller kids can play on. There should be more
small slides etc, and an enclosed area where smaller kids can play.

The drainage could also be improved as the grass areas become very muddy in the poor
weather. This is not helped by the fact that people go on the grass with motorbikes and quad
bikes. The building of an enclosed park for smaller kids beside the existing one would
reduce the grass space and this would perhaps deter people from doing this.

-I can't suggest any improvements but please leave the green space open for kids to play
and run about.

-More things for kids to play
Fence along road line

-More swings.
Better climbing frames.
More things for older kids.

Possible enclosed dog run as alot of families use the park to walk their dog.



