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PLAY AREA CONSULTATION

INTRODUCTION

West Lothian Council has allocated funding to make improvements
to the Play Area at the Balbardie Park of Peace District Park in
2025/26. The aim of the project is to bring the Play Area up to our
Open Space standards, carry out necessary repairs and future
proof this strategic space.

A Community Choices survey was issued, asking the public to vote
for their preferred improvements and provide supplementary
comments.

Feedback from local stakeholders will inform the improvements and
help to shape a longer-term vision for the space.

Balbardie Park of Peace is designated as a District Park in the West
Lothian Open Space Plan and is safeguarded for open space in the
West Lothian Local Plan (2018).

Balbardie Park is located to North edge of Bathgate and includes a
Sports Centre, a golf course, and a mix playing fields. There area
range of walking routes through a mix of park habitats and
connecting to Core Path to the North. The park is connected to car
park, a bus stop and it’s within walking distance to the Bathgate
town centre

Balbardie Play Area is a NEAP (Neighbourhood Equipped Area of
Play), and it's located nearby the Xcite Sports Centre. Other play
assets in the park include a skate park and a cycle pump track,
located at the southern end of the park.

Known park users include local residents, children and dog
walkers, and it’s often visited as part of a visit to the Sports Centre.

SUMMARY

KEY SURVEY THEMES

The key themes that emerged through the survey is that although the play
area is well liked and Balbardie Park is seen as an attractive setting, the play
area itself is in a location which is difficult to access and very open to the
elements.

It was also mentioned that the sand area is a well liked feature, but could be
improved with a proper boundary and a seating area.

The priority improvement for the public is creating a fully inclusive and
accessible route into the play area as well as a welcoming seating / social
area. Secondly, an area for inclusive play should be created.

The existing cone climber requires replacement as it’s reaching it’s end of
life. The public were asked to vote on what would be the best piece of play
equipment to replace this with. The winning vote is:

1. Inclusive roundabout

INFORMATION GATHERING

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online survey. The
survey period ran from 19th June to 15th July 2024.

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council officers, local
Community Council, local schools, relevant businesses & community groups
and local Councillors. Posters were displayed in and around the Play Area.
The survey was also advertised through the council’s Media team. A total of
9 consultees gave their feedback altogether.
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FEEDBACK

FROM WLC OFFICERS

Officers noted no issues with the proposed plans.

FROM SURVEY
Q1. Meeting the District Park NEAP criteria

The survey identified which NEAP criteria (as per the
West Lothian Council Open Space Plan & Play
Strategy) were still to be met on site. These actions
will be prioritised to ensure West Lothian Council
improvement projects help the Council meet their
standards. The list and status of this is shown in the
table adjacent. This table was included in the survey.

The public were asked to vote on which criteria
mattered to them to most, and should be prioritised.
The results are listed below with 1 being most voted
for and 4 least voted for:

1. Upgraded and fully accessible path into the

Play Area
2. Improved seating / social area
3. Accessible surfacing / inclusive equipment
4. Improved and more engaging signage

Play Area Requirement
Aimed at children of all ages 0-18

Close to a well-used pedestrian route with an
access path to the play area

Fencing only where necessary—where play

area is within 15m of a road or similar risk

Min. 30m from the nearest dwelling

Signage including guidelines for use and

contact details of operator

Includes a range of park furniture to
encourage social play, and allow families to
spend multiple hours at the play area

A min. of 9 unique pieces of play equipment

Approximately 1,000m2 in size

Surfacing chosen to suit the site and locality,
aiming for a min. of 3-5 pieces of formal play

equipment to have accessible surfacing

Convenient and secure cycle parking

Accessible parking areas where possible and
appropriate

Well drained, reasonably flat, grass, loosefill or

hard surface

Recognisable boundary (it is clear where the

play area ends)

Met

Met

Met
Action
required
Action

required

Met
Met
Action

required

Met

Met

Met

Met

Action if required

N/A

Access path steep and poorly surfaced -
upgrade to ensure full accessibility

N/A

N/A

Signage deteriorated - replace

Limited seating in need of refurbishment—

create an improved seating / social area

N/A

N/A

No accessible surfacing within play area -
upgrade surfacing under min. 3 pieces of
equipment. Consider mare inclusive play

equipment if funding sufficient

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A
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Q2. Play Area Assessment

2.1 What do people like best about the Play Area

The best thing about this space, according to the public, is that it's
set in an attractive and mature parkland, and the play area is of good
quality in a setting with lots of room to run around.

Consultees also mentioned that they like the sand area.

2.2 What do people like least about the Play Area

The most common response is that the play area is hard to access,
since it is located up a hill, without a fully accessible or surfaced
route. Secondly, consultees mentioned that the play area is very
open to the elements.

Additional comments included that there isn't enough equipment
and not enough equipment is suited for older children.

2.3 Current users

The public were asked which age groups currently use this Play Area
the most. The results are shown in the diagram below.

Young children Parent and

Older children
(3-8) toddler (8-14)

2.4 Play Area perception of inclusion

The public have mentioned that the play area is not inclusive or accessible,
both in terms of play equipment and surfacing.

3.1. Improvement opportunities

The existing cone climber requires replacement as it’s reaching it's end of life.
The public were asked to vote on what would be the best piece of play
equipment to replace this with. The winning vote is:

1. Inclusive roundabout

Summary of additional comments and suggestions

Include a boundary to help keep the sand in

Include additional seating with backrests and picnic tables

Provide more challenging equipment for older children

Include a long slide

Include a symbol to represent ‘peace’ to tie back into the name of the
park (Balbardie Park of Peace)

Please note: West Lothian Council will consider all additional suggestions, but
may not be able to accommodate all, depending on a range of site and
budgetary constraints.

Adults passing

Young adults in
(14-18) groups through

Teenagers
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Q3. Consultee statistics

3.1 Age groups of children involved in this survey

. BABY & TODDLER

. YOUNG CHILDREN (3-8)

. OLDER CHILDREN (8-14)

NEXT STEPS

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/
parkinfo

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will
be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as
possible. West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by
Spring 2026.

3.2 Play Areas regularly used by consultees at the moment
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Appendix 1 - All survey answers

1. 1.1 Which of the actions outlined above is most important to you? Please number the options from 1(most valuable) — 4 (least
valuable). .png ‘ .pdf ‘ xls ‘ .csv |

Number of participants: 9
. Arithmetic average (@)

Standard deviation (£)

1. 2. 3. 4.
X % L % 2 % L % - + 1 2 3 4
Upgraded and fully accessible path into the PL...  3x 33.33 4x 44,44 1x 11.11 1x 11.11  2.00 1.00 O\
Improved and more engaging signage 2X 22.22 - - 1x 11.11 6x 66.67 3.22 1.30 J
Improved seating / social / family area 3x 33.33 3x 33.33 3x L3 - - 2.00 0.87
Accessible surfacing / inclusive equipment 1x 11.11 2x 22.22 4x 44,44 2X 22.22  2.78 0.97 O

2. 1.2 Feel free to provide any additional comments below.

Number of participants: 3

- Please add a proper boundary so that sand is not lost to the grass. A boundary made out of rubber would suffice.
- Picnic Tables

- More challenging equipment for the children to grow & develop skills. Trees planted around the park to provide shelter from the wind as it’s very open & exposed
to the elements.



DISTRICT PARK PLAY AREA SURVEY

The following questions will help us understand how best to address the gaps in our standards, collect statistics on play area
demographics and gather public opinions on how best to improve the play area.

The results of the public vote will be implemented as much as possible within remaining budgets.
2. EXISTING PLAY AREA ASSESSMENT

2.1 Is there anything attractive or unique about the space which you like or think could be a feature in the new design?

Number of participants: 5

- Great location and lots of room to run around

- Existing play area is good

- The sand area is very nice. Please add more benches with back rests.
- a long chute

- Asymbol or marking in the park to represent it’s the park of peace!!!

2.2 What are the biggest issues with the Play Area?

Number of participants: 5

- It's high up on the slope so can be hard to get to with a buggy

- As identified above

- Older kids hanging about slides has they have nothing to do while at the park

- N/A

- There’s not enough equipment & it’s too open, there is no shelter from sun, rain & wind.



5.

6.

2.3 Please number the current Play Area user groups from 1 (most common user group) - 6 (least common user group).

Number of participants: 8

)2
Parent and toddler 2x
Young children (3-8) 4x
Older children (8-14) 2X

Older Teenagers (14-18) -
Young adults in groups =

Adults passing through only =

25.00

50.00

25.00

4x

4x

50.00

50.00

1x

6x

1x

12.50

87.50

6x

2x

75.00

25.00

2X

6x

% .

- 2.13

- 1.50

- 2.50

- 3.88

25.00 5.25

75.00 5.75

2.4 |s there anyone you think feels unwelcome or unable to use this Play Area? What could be done to improve this?

Number of participants: 4

- No

+

0.99

0.53

0.93

0.35

0.46

0.46

.png ‘ .pdf ‘ xls ‘ .CSV ‘

. Arithmetic average (@)

Standard deviation (%)

- People on wheelchairs cannot access the park because there is no asphalt surface leading to the part. Unfortunately, they cannot enjoy any event with family and

or friends at the Park.
- Not very inclusive

- There is nothing to support anyone on a wheelchair.



7. 3.1 The Council would like to replace it with a new item with inclusive value. Due to limited space and surrounding

equipment, the new item must be of similar size. Please vote below on what replacement you’d like to see. -png ‘ sl ‘ i ‘ s ‘

Number of participants: 9

- (0.0%): Cone climber (replace with
similar item)

5 (55.6%): Inclusive roundabout

1 (11.1%): Inclusive seesaw

3 (33.3%): Sensory / musical Sensory / musical equipment: 33.33%
equipment

- (0.0%): Interactive games panels

Inclusive roundabout: 55.56%

Inclusive seesaw: 11.11%

8. 3.2 Please note any other ideas below.

Number of participants: 2

- No
- N/A



g, 4. CONSULTEE STATISTICS
-png ‘ .pdf ‘ xls ‘ .CSV ‘

4.1 What age group are you, or your children if filling out on their behalf?

Number of participants: 8
2 (25.0%): Baby and toddler
2 (25.0%): Young children (3-8)
4 (50.0%): Older children (8-14)

Baby and toddler: 25.00%
- (0.0%): Older Teenagers (14-18)

Older children (8-14): 50.00%

Young children (3-8): 25.00%

10. 4.2 Which play area and leisure facilities in your neighbourhood do you or children use at the moment? Why?

Number of participants: 3

- Balbardie Park of Peace because it is close to our house.
- wester inch close to home can walk there
- Xcite Bathgate because it’s local. Walks around the golf course in Balbardie park to admire the beauty, & local play park.



