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The timber climbing frame and blue supernova spinner at 

Kirknewton Park Play Area are reaching their end of life. As such 

the Council has allocated funding to replace these items and carry 

out any other essential repairs as necessary. 

 

The public were asked to complete a survey, and comment on what 

kind of equipment they wished to see these items replaced with. 

The survey also gathered general data on positives and negatives 

of the Play Area to help inform any designs. 

 

Kirknewton Park Play Area is designated as a LEAP type asset in 

the Open Space Plan, and is located within the Kirknewton Park. 

The Play Area currently consists of various equipment in mixed 

surfacing, spread across an area of amenity grass, with paths, 

seating and trees surrounding. Aside from the Play Area there is 

also a set of basketball hoops, a youth shelter, grass pitches, a 

pavilion with toilets and various biodiversity features. Main Street 

runs to the north of the park and the B7031 to the west. The Play 

Area currently includes: 

• 3 pieces of outdoor gym equipment 

• 11 pieces of junior / senior play equipment 

• 5 pieces of toddler play equipment 

Within this there are: 

• 2 pieces of inclusive equipment 

• 0 pieces of wheelchair accessible equipment 
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INTRODUCTION INFORMATION GATHERING 

CONSULTATION PHASE 1 

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online 

survey. The survey period ran from 28
th
 March to 29

th
 April 2024. 

 

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council 

officers, Kirknewton Community Council, Kirknewton Primary 

School, Kirknewton Community Development Trust and local 

Councillors. 3 posters were displayed in and around the park. The 

survey was also advertised through the council’s Media team. A 

total of 55 consultees gave their feedback altogether.  

 



FEEDBACK 

FROM WLC OFFICERS 

Officers noted that expiring climbing frame and blue spinner need 

to be replaced, as well as noting opportunity for some accessible 

and inclusive equipment. 

 

FROM SURVEY 

What do people like best about the Park 

 

The most common response was that Kirknewton Park  is an 

attractive open space, with room for all sorts of events and 

activities. It was noted that there is a good mix of wider park 

facilities, and a good mix of equipment within the play area. 

 

Other common positives included access to a range of sports 

facilities, access to nature and art as well as that the space is well 

maintained and in good condition. 

 

The most popular play equipment noted was the cableway, the 

swings and the supernova blue spinner. 

 

What do people like least about the Park 

 

There were 3 issues raised most notably: 

• Issues with vandalism around the youth shelter and dog 

fouling offences across the park 

• Not enough play equipment that caters to older children 

• That the area often gets muddy / waterlogged and becomes 

difficult in terms of accessibility. 



Improvement opportunities 

 

The following were the 5 most popular suggestions on how best to 

replace the expiring equipment: 

Additional comments and suggestions 

 

Unfortunately this funding is only available for play equipment upgrades  

specifically, however other comments about wider improvements are noted 

below and will be kept on file, should different funding be made available in 

the future. 

 

• Upgrade the basketball hoops into a fully surfaced MUGA 

• Create a safer ‘teen zone’ with facilities such as a skatepark, a pump 

track or other mixed activities 

• Additional seating and picnic benches near the play area, with a 

shelter overhead 

• Additional bins 

• Play area fencing to restrict dog access 

• Formal lighting in the park 

• A drinking water tap / community cafe 

NEXT STEPS 

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/

parkinfo  

 

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, park 

improvement options and designs will be drawn up and presented in the 

second part of the consultation. 

 

In the 2nd part of the consultation, the public will be asked to vote on their 

preferred option.  

 

The winning option will be appointed for construction. 

http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo


Appendix 1 – All survey answers  
















