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INTRODUCTION

The timber climbing frame and blue supernova spinner at
Kirknewton Park Play Area are reaching their end of life. As such
the Council has allocated funding to replace these items and carry
out any other essential repairs as necessary.

The public were asked to complete a survey, and comment on what
kind of equipment they wished to see these items replaced with.
The survey also gathered general data on positives and negatives
of the Play Area to help inform any designs.

Kirknewton Park Play Area is designated as a LEAP type asset in
the Open Space Plan, and is located within the Kirknewton Park.
The Play Area currently consists of various equipment in mixed
surfacing, spread across an area of amenity grass, with paths,
seating and trees surrounding. Aside from the Play Area there is
also a set of basketball hoops, a youth shelter, grass pitches, a
pavilion with toilets and various biodiversity features. Main Street
runs to the north of the park and the B7031 to the west. The Play
Area currently includes:

. 3 pieces of outdoor gym equipment
o 11 pieces of junior / senior play equipment
o 5 pieces of toddler play equipment

Within this there are:
. 2 pieces of inclusive equipment

o 0 pieces of wheelchair accessible equipment

INFORMATION GATHERING

CONSULTATION PHASE 1

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online
survey. The survey period ran from 28" March to 29" April 2024.

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council
officers, Kirknewton Community Council, Kirknewton Primary
School, Kirknewton Community Development Trust and local
Councillors. 3 posters were displayed in and around the park. The
survey was also advertised through the council’s Media team. A
total of 55 consultees gave their feedback altogether.



FEEDBACK

FROM WLC OFFICERS

Officers noted that expiring climbing frame and blue spinner need
to be replaced, as well as noting opportunity for some accessible
and inclusive equipment.

FROM SURVEY
What do people like best about the Park

The most common response was that Kirknewton Park is an
attractive open space, with room for all sorts of events and
activities. It was noted that there is a good mix of wider park
facilities, and a good mix of equipment within the play area.

Other common positives included access to a range of sports
facilities, access to nature and art as well as that the space is well
maintained and in good condition.

The most popular play equipment noted was the cableway, the
swings and the supernova blue spinner.

What do people like least about the Park

There were 3 issues raised most notably:

. Issues with vandalism around the youth shelter and dog
fouling offences across the park

. Not enough play equipment that caters to older children

o That the area often gets muddy / waterlogged and becomes
difficult in terms of accessibility.




Improvement opportunities Additional comments and suggestions
The following were the 5 most popular suggestions on how best to

~ ) Unfortunately this funding is only available for play equipment upgrades
replace the expiring equipment:

specifically, however other comments about wider improvements are noted
below and will be kept on file, should different funding be made available in

the future.
New senior . Upgrade the basketball hoops into a fully surfaced MUGA
multiunit with a . Create a safer ‘teen zone’ with facilities such as a skatepark, a pump
clide. monkev track or other mixed activities
o Y . Additional seating and picnic benches near the play area, with a

bars and bridg shelter overhead

. Additional bins
_ o Play area fencing to restrict dog access
Accessible and o Formal lighting in the park
inclusive play D A drinking water tap / community cafe
3 Mew junior multi- Zone
unit with climbing
elements and a NEXT STEPS
T
slide This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/
parkinfo
Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, park
improvement options and designs will be drawn up and presented in the
second part of the consultation.
An obstacle In the 2nd part of the consultation, the public will be asked to vote on their
course aimed at preferred option.
older children The winning option will be appointed for construction.
and teens

5 A new
roundabout


http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo

Appendix 1 - All survey answers

(3 - Overall satisfaction with the park or play area

Number of participants: 55

5 (9.1%): Excellent
Excellent: 5.0%%
14 (25.5%): Good Very Poor: 5.45%

23 (41.8%): Adequate
10 (18.2%): Poor Poor: 18.18%

3 (5.5%): Very Poor

Good: 25.45%
- I[D.El%]: M/A

Adequate: 41.82%



Q4 - Why do you visit the park (tick all that apply)?

Number of participants: 55
21 (38.2%): Appreciate nature
16 (29.1%): Attend event

14 (25.5%): Enjoy scenery

21 (38.2%): Exercise

3 (5.5%): Foraging

21 (38.2%): Meeting place

16 (29.1%): Picnic

50 (90.9%): Play area

14 (25.5%): Play informal sports
3 (5.5%): Play organised sports
12 (21.8%): Rest and relax

10 (18.2%): Short cut

19 (34.5%): Walk Dog

4 (7.3%): Other

Answer(s) from the additional field:

- Regular after school spot with the

kids.

- Son enjoys meeting his pals there.

- Kids
- Because i enjoy a cycle
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Q5 - What do you like about the park or play area?

Humber of participants: 50

- Lots of space, some good play structures: swings, flying fox, spinners

- Dog and child friendly - good play area set up and area is well maintained

- The swings for my children, and my son absolutely LOVES the blue spinner, while my Daughter loves climbing

- Good for younger kids

- Is a large area with multi use. Got the football pitch, seating, large area for playing, multi gym & play equipment for kids.
- The open space, the swings for smaller children, the slide.

- A MUGA
Would be great . This would protect children playing in it.
Away from dog poo and always clean from mud with the wet weather being so bad the grass is no good.

- The flying fox

- Good variety of things to play on and big open space to run and kick around a ball
- Good equipment for all age groups. Good network of paths for walking

- Large area in the sunshine. Flying fox is popular.

- Great for dogs & kids

- There is a large area and plenty if grass for everyone to enjoy

- Large area and lots of play equipment and Spread out nicely

- Blue spinner

- We appreciate that the play equipment is well maintained and good for a variety of age groups. Would love to see the climbing structure replaced with a
playground for older kids similar to Almondvale park. Would also love to see an actual basketball court instead of just nets on grass.

- It's a nice, green well maintained space.

- The space for kids to run about

- It's a lovely open park play equipment is pretty good, kids love the blue spinner and the flying fox
- Lovely area with woods for the kids to play. Something for each age

- Well spaced out, great plot!

- The open space and the scenery

- It has a football pitch
Wooded area
Toilet facilities (sometimes open)

- The play park is small and although the park area is huge and the football field with surround is amazing for enjoying team sports, holding events etc it is not
being utilised to its full potential.

- Kids love the space, the zip wire, swings and swing basket
- The size of space and easy to see child
- Very social place where all the kids go to play. Safe for little ones with only two exits. Is well maintained.

- | think that Kirknewton park as a whole is fantastic but | think that the youth shelter could do with a revamp. | would love to see it become a part of a small skate
park for teens and older kids.

- Maintained, grass cut, good size

- The space and views

- Lots of nice features like raingardens, art and flowers. The pavillion is great.
- It*s really big, so much more could be done.



- My kids like coming to the park but the fact they play in the wood more than the park itself means there isn't much choice of fun foe them
- Foot all field
- It's a nice big area and lots of kids can get together when the weather's good. Gets the kids outside in the fresh air and socialising. It's a great place for me to walk
and get my steps in, although this is only In the summer as there are no lights so its too dark in the winter to walk.
- Great for kids to play and meet up with other families.
- Spinning things, swings, basket swing, blue roundabout.
- Open space, can see the kids playing easily, nice for a walk/run, football field next to the play area.
- Spacious, Fairly good equipment
- The park is clean and tidy with multiple options for the children. The fairy trail is particularly well liked.
- The swings and flying fox
- For my children and community
- | like that it has lots of hiding spots and | am grateful that it is a big space. There is also a wood to explore nature.
- It's a open green space with access to a small woodland.
- Large area
- Smooth cycle route
- It has a football pitch
It has good facilities for children 2-8 years old
Great walking path around it - this was recently improved and has made a positive difference
Beautiful garden by the pavilion, seating area and bike trail / walking trail maps with bike tool area
Fairy Trail is lovely
- It has a football pitch and it's fun.
- Good range of equipment and well kept

- Nicely set out and caters for lots of different needs.
Opportunity for more informal play and structured play

06 - What do you dislike about the park or play area?

Number of participants: 49

- The enly slide is very very small, there's not much for children to climb on. It would be great to have a larger climbing structure with a slide from the top.
- Gets pretty muddy and the pitch is usually waterlogged if it's raining.

Annoying that there are not mare picnic benches near the play area to be able to have a seat and watch kids (less accessible for those with maobility issues as
would struggle sitting on the ground)

- the wooden benches may need "sprucing” up
- Not much for slightly older kids. Dogs should be kept on leads in play park. Mew youth shelter required, more bins, more benches/picnic benches.

- Feel the play park for kids part should be fenced off as lot of dogs are walked in the park. Also the equipment for kids is quite old and sparse. Really could do with
being updated with designated areas for younger children.

Some of the benches / tables could do with being a little closer to the play park area.

Could do with bins being positioned in better places!
- The vandalism, people don't keep the play area clean of dogs dirt but overall the equipment is adequate for the age of it.
- Grass can be full of dog poo for kids to play on
- Not much for the kids to play on. Plus the grounds are bogay
- No equipment is wheelchair accessible or more accessible for those with mobility issues
- Littering especially around the “gang hut™



- Could do with a fenced off area to keep dogs away.
The climbing frame isn't very good.

The uneven grass at the basketball net area makes it unusable as a basketball court. It"s usually too muddy as well.

- Dog poo

- The play area is old, outdated and no we're near the standard of other local parks in the area.

- Mot a lot for children around the toddler/pre school age

- Big climbing ball thing

- There could be more at the park for age 6-12 as far as play structures. Would love to see the climbing structure replaced with a playground for older kids similar
to Almondvale park. Would also love to see an actual basketball court instead of just nets on grass.

- There is not enough equipment for older children. It would benefit from a large slide and a bigger, more encompassing climbing frame.

- Mot enough play equipment for different age groups. It floods so easily and becomes extremely slippery with mud everywhere. The wooden frame is old and gives
my children slivers every time they use it. Outdated equipment. Mot enough seating area/picnic area.

- Lacks a decent slide and the toddler area isn’t great

- There is no disabled childs swing with the full back support. The slide there is extremely small. All parks should have bare minimum slides and swings

- The climbing frame, there is no disabled swing with back support, the bandstand is an eyesore with all the graffiti and glass and vape pens lying around
- Meed more play things.

- Shelter by football park used to take drugs in or drink alcohol. You cannot see who is inside..can be intimidating.

Mot much to do once past age 5.

- The play park is small and only meets the needs children based in the age range of 0-5.

Children aged 5 and above are not getting the full enjoyment out of the play park and there needs are not beinh met.

For example where the basketball hoops have been layed means basketball can not be played properly as you can not bounce the ball on grass. This would be
better served with adeguate flooring so the hoops and a game of basket ball can be played.

There is no chutes or slides and for any age this would be expected to find in a playback area.

There is only one very small spider Web so it is not great for problem solving, challenging children to climb or building resilience, having some sprt of higher
challenging climbing frame or tower would be amazing to see and a slide can also be incoperated in to this with climbing rocks, or rope ladder etc.

Having some small ramps or tunnels for bikes, scooters and skate play would also be amazing to see. With these changes | can see alot more families utilising the
kirknewton play park area and children being seen enjoying their time within this area with friends rather than families going further afield so children can play
and enjoy themselves, Kirknewton is a beautiful village and it would be lovely to see children out in the park and nature enjoying themselves.,

- Dog poo and see saw is poor, slide too small. Shelter attracts negative behaviour

- Lack of picnic tables sheltered by trees for the sumn.
Equipment doesn't look well Lai red, no treated wood.

- There is nothing | don't like about the park, it's fantastic.

- Dog off lead, dog fouling, ignorant dog owners, rubbish left by overnight activities

- Not much to play on

- All the play equipment is in grass and not accessible from the paths

- Very dated and has the potential to be really cool if the council wanted to make improvements
- | feel for the space that's there it isn't much in the park forkids age 6and overand for little kids are 1 to3
- The kids in the small shed thing near the foot all pich

- Need update with new and better equipment

- As noted above there are no lights so it can't be used after 4pm in the dark winter months.

- Litter all around. Seating in play area needs improved.

- Wooden frame is too tricky for younger kids. Toddler area/frame is awful. Needs a better slide!



- Some new climbing equipment for the kids would be great, monkey bars are in demand!

- Muddy when wet.,

- Mot enough equipment

- Dogs off leads

- The green shelter always has smashed glass and vapes in it which is dangerous for younger kids to be around. Also covered in graffiti and inappropriate images.
- Cars drive very fast past the park towards Balerno.

- Poor equipment for children to play on.

- Soggy under foot. Lack of variety. Unused basketball court

- . Nothing for older children. Skate ramps or nmx track rather rhan unused basketball hoops.

- The basket ball pitch is on grass so you can't really play a game.
The goals of the football pitch don’t have nets.
The grass pitch is very muddy.

- The spiny thing.

- Teenage shelter needs renovation. 2 shipping containers in the field.

Q7 - What would encourage you to visit the park or play area more often?

Number of participants: 49

- Alarger climbing structure, a bigger slide, monkey bars, obstacle course
- | go into the park nearly daily (3-4 times a week) so not much more

- More for older kids - 8-12 age group. Perhaps a fitness trail - similar to heriot watt - around the perimeter - pull up bars etc (not more exercise machines, as these
are just used by kids) tarmac basketball court!! Mot much use playing basketball on grass!! Trampolines, obstacle course.

- | do walk through/around the park regularly

- Maore entertainment for younger children, maybe musical chimes/xylophone. A proper roundabout. An addition of a water fountain would be extremely helpful.
Replacing the picnic tables as there are now none within the play area, they are only further away at the pavilion and you can’t see the kids playing from there.

- If the was a MUGA this would suit a wide variety of ages.

- Better equipment less muddy
Would be nice to have a swinging seesaw. The blue roundabout is a safety risk kids just fall off it and the exercise equipment never get played on.

- More accessible equipment. A roundabout would be good.
Another climbing like piece of eguiptment to replace the wooden structure would be beneficial.

- Water tap to refill waterbottles
- Climbing frame trampoline thing like at Almond Dell
- A fenced off area round the park equipment to keep running dogs out.

Properly surfaced so it’s not so muddy.

Better climbing frame like a fort with bridges and slides.

- My son wants a bmx track and a big slide.

- Better facilities to keep the children engaged

- If it had a better roundabout and slide and mare for younger Children

- New eguipment
Benches for picnics/sitting

- A covered seating area for picnics and rain shower cover. Would love to see the climbing structure replaced with a playground for older kids similar to Almondvale
park. Would also love to see an actual basketball court instead of just nets on grass.

- As per Q6.

- More seating. Updated equipment.



- Nothing as we go several times a week already
- Disability child swing with back support. A climbing frame for young and older kids with easy access to get up and down with a slide

- A disabled swing with back support and a decent slide, and get rid of the bandstand it serves no purpose apart from letting teenagers,smash glass, leave their
litter and the grafitti

- More items for the kids

- Play equipment situated to older children also
More adult exercise equipment
Cafe

- More play areas suitable for children age 5 and above.

| hawve listed details above such as higher climbing frame, slide/chute, rope ladder etc. Suitable flooring for basketball field, net for badminton or tennis play for
teenagers would be amazing, as well as ramps/tunnels/mountian area, dips in ground for scooter, bikes and skate play.

- Musical items eg the 3 Emperor chimes from Russell Play in Broxburn, more benches or picnic table under shelter of tree from the sun, a balance item, a
roundabout.

- New equipment would be good as advertised on Facebook (hence the feedback). Something for climbing and maybe something for toddlers to climb. We like the
equipment at murieston play park (next to the sports club) and bloomiehall play park in juniper green. Something similar would be great.

- Askate park
- Dogs on lead all times, dog fouler owners punished

- More equipment for a range of ages
Something with longevity

- | suggest you replace the old equipment with new inclusive stuff, like 3 more inclusive multi unit and a wheelchair roundabout, with a more accessible surface
underneath.

- A better park for the kids to play in.

- More things for children to play on roundabouts climbing frames that are better more things for small children a bigger slid
- A mugger or astro. Kirknewton could then start a team for younger kids

- If it was given a update with more to do

- More lighting and my child would use it more if there was a better slide, The slide they have is too small and only good for toddlers. maybe a small trampoline.
One that sits in the ground. A climbing frame with a rope wall and rock climbing wall. Also if there was somewhere for skateboarding / skating, somewhere to ride
their bike.

- New play equipment for the kids such as an obstacle course https:/ fwww.kompan.com/en/gh/products/play/nature-play/robinia-obstacle-courses

And/or a play system with bridges, slides and imaginary play.

https:/ fwoww.kompan.com/en/gb/p/kpl7od

- A better toddler area for younger children.

- New equipment. I'd like to see a bigger slide for my kids.

- 1t would be nice to have a bigger slide and a roundabout

- More equipment for kids to play on

- More playzround equipment, climbing, interactive, obstacle, nature based ideas like big tyres, balance ropes, spider nets , monkey bars etc

- More equipment for children to play with and more trees to attract wildlife. It would be nice to have a larger slide like the one in mid Calder with a better
climbing frame.

- Cafe on the grounds as we don't have a cafe in Kirknewton and the park is a lovely place to meet others.
- Better facilities to cover primary aged kids

- a place for skateboards or pump track

- More seats bbg stands

- An all weather facility for sports - basketball, football, etc.
Atennis court would be amazing

- Dog proof fenced off area for dogs.



- Marked out running track.
Qutdoor table tennis set.

Climbing frame

Q8 - Overall satisfaction with West Lothian’s public play areas

Number of participants: 54
3 (5.6%): Excellent

Excellent: 5.56%
24 (44.4%): Good

Poor: 9.26%

22 (40.7%): Adequate
5 (9.3%): Poor
- (0.0%): Very Poor

- (0.0%): N/A

Good: 44.44%
Adequate: 40.74%




