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INTRODUCTION

The existing play area at Oatlands Park is reaching it’s end of life.
As such the Council has allocated funding to replace all the play
equipment and carry out any other repairs as necessary.

The public were consulted on what type of play equipment they
would like to see installed via a survey with a range of options to
select from. The survey noted that due to the small size of the site
and very close proximity to residential properties, the footprint of
the play area cannot be expanded and the extent of play equipment
has to maintain the same sort of footprint and size.

The Oatlands Park Play Area site is currently designated as a LAP
type Asset in the Open Space Place, however it is not designated
as open space in the West Lothian Local Plan (2018). The play
area currently is an area of amenity grass with residential garden
fencing to the north and east, and Council bow top fencing with a
public footpath to the south and west. Manse Road runs along the
west of the site. The existing equipment includes:

. Stepping stones (trim trail)

. 2x springers

o A toddler multiunit with a slide

o An area of play bark safety surfacing

o A bench, litter bin and play area signage

SUMMARY

Key information found through the survey is summarised below:

Although the play area equipment is aimed at toddlers / younger children,
the most common age group using this space are older children (7 years+).
This should be considered as much as practicable during the design stage.

Overall the survey suggests that the equipment on site is the right type of
equipment in terms of what the users would like to see built.

A number of comments expressed a wish for ball games, full swings or a
skateboarding area to cater to older children. Unfortunately due to site size
constraints and the proximity to private gardens and a vehicular road, these

items cannot be accommodated.

INFORMATION GATHERING

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online
survey. The survey period ran from 1st - 24th September 2023.

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council
officers, local Community Council, local schools, relevant
businesses & community groups and local Councillors. Fliers
advertising the survey were put through neighbours’ doors around
the proposed location and posters were displayed in and around
the space. The survey was also advertised through the council’s
Media team. A total of 53 consultees gave their feedback
altogether.



FEEDBACK

Play Equipment Vote

The public were asked to vote on what equipment they would
like to see in the Play Area. These top responses will be
included in the new play space, depending on budgets and
available space:

LARGE ITEM

0 NEW SMALL MULTIUNIT WITH A SLIDE

SMALL ITEMS

o BALANCING TRIM TRAIL
9 SMALL SPRING SEESAW
e NEW SPRINGER

A full breakdown of the results is included in the Appendix
at the end of this document,

Summary of additional comments and suggestions

. More inclusive and sensory equipment would be welcome

. There should be more in the park for older children. The sugges-
tions from the public included a swingset, basketball hoops, goals
or skateboarding features

. The pirate theme is well liked
o A range of swings could be a positive addition.
NEXT STEPS

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/
parkinfo

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will
be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as
possible. West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by
Spring 2024.


http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo

Appendix 1 - All survey answers

1. Q1. If you or your children use the play area, please let us know what age group you are in.

Number of participants: 51

11 (21.6%): Baby (under 2 years old) Baby (under 2 years old)

17 (33.3%): Toddler (2-4 years old) Toddler (2-4 years old)

18 (35.3%): oung child (5-7 years old) Young child (5-7 years old)
23 (45.1%): Older child (7+ years old)
5 (9.8%): Adult Older child {7+ years old)

Adult

25

2. (Q2: Please select the item you would like to replace the current play multi-unit with the slide.

Number of participants: 52

19 (36.5%): New small multi-unit with
a slide (similar features to the
existing unit)

9 (17.3%): Mini basket swing o
Small climbing net or frame: 25.00%

11 (21.2%): Carousel / Roundabout

L M Il multi-unit with a slide (similar fei
13 (25.0%): Small climbing net or =w small mult-unit with 2 siide (similar fe

frame

Carousel / Roundabout: 21.15%

Mini basket swing: 17.31%



Q3: Please rate the small play items in terms of your preference (1 - most preferred, 6 - least preferred).

The two most popular small items will replace the existing springers.

Number of participants: 50
. Arthmetic average (@)

Standard dewviation (£)

E%E%E%E%E%E%.i1z345

Mew springer S¢x 10,00 7x 1400 15x 30.00 12x 24.00 8x 16.00 3x 6.00 3.40 1.36
Small spinner bowl 3x 600 11x 22.00 7x 14.00 14x 2B.00 5x 10.00 10x 20.00 3.74 1.56

Small spring seesaw 12¢ 24.00 13x 26.00 9Sx 18.00 9x 18.00 6x 12.00 1x 2.00 2.74 1.43

Balancing item like stepping stones, .. 18x 36.00 12Z2x 24.00 8x 16.00 Zx 400 5x 10.00 5« 10.00 2.58 1.70

Playground games panels Zx 400 2Zx  4.00 4x 8.00 11x 22.00 22x 4400 %x 18.00 4.52 1.23 >3

Musical and sensory equipment 10x 20,00 5x 10,00 7x 14.00 2Zx 400 4x B8.00 22x 44.00 4.02 2.07



4,

Q4. We welcome any other comments you have in the box below:

Number of participants: 18

- Maore sensary staff for kids with autisms and different difficulties would be so great
- Some swings would be amazing.

- Is it possible to include something for older children? Like a basketball hoop? There space to the side of the existing equipment which could be utilised to increase
the age ranges catered for. There isn't currently much for the older age group tweens/teens at in the local vicinity.

- |t would be great if we could have a basketball net and somewhere to dribble a ball as a lot of the local kids end up playing basketball on the streets

- |s there anyway, that a pirate theme could be kept. It is really just a sentimental ask, but | used to play there with my younger sister when at our Gran and
grandads. Grandad has now passed away and it just holds a lot of sentimental value to us, just somehting there that can be a subtle nod to how it once was

- The existing park is good =o please don't change it too much!

It would be great to have a separate section for older kids with a basket ball hoop or goals.
- Double swing for parent and child (facing each other)
- Some basic climbing/balance activities would be great
- |t would be great to get swings back in the Oatlands Park playpark.
- My son loves the current “pirate ship with cannons” and the motorbike springer as they're a bit different to the ones in other playgrounds in Linlithgow

- You ran out of money when replacing fencing at
The community centre play park west Caldet
Why not finish jobs half done
Typical council you have my no idea

- & better selection of equipment on the grassed area along side wood chipped area. Currently NOT enough variety to entertain any aged child for more than 5
mins.

- Could a small trim track be considered?

- Is the place too small for a swing? That's the main reason we use other parks
- Stuff for older kids like a small basketball court and or o skateboard half pipe
- Twa basketball hoops and tarmac inbetween

- A skateboard Half pipe

- Swings would be a great addition (2 x baby and 2 x big swings)



