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The existing play area at Oatlands Park is reaching it’s end of life. 

As such the Council has allocated funding to replace all the play 

equipment and carry out any other repairs as necessary. 

 

The public were consulted on what type of play equipment they 

would like to see installed via a survey with a range of options to 

select from. The survey noted that due to the small size of the site 

and very close proximity to residential properties, the footprint of 

the play area cannot be expanded and the extent of play equipment 

has to maintain the same sort of footprint and size. 

 

The Oatlands Park Play Area site is currently designated as a LAP 

type Asset in the Open Space Place, however it is not designated 

as open space in the West Lothian Local Plan (2018).  The play 

area currently is an area of amenity grass with residential garden 

fencing to the north and east, and Council bow top fencing with a 

public footpath to the south and west. Manse Road runs along the 

west of the site. The existing equipment includes: 

• Stepping stones (trim trail) 

• 2x springers 

• A toddler multiunit with a slide 

• An area of play bark safety surfacing 

• A bench, litter bin and play area signage 

 

INTRODUCTION SUMMARY 

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online 

survey. The survey period ran from 1st - 24th September 2023. 

 

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council 

officers, local Community Council, local schools, relevant 

businesses & community groups and local Councillors. Fliers 

advertising the survey were put through neighbours’ doors around 

the proposed location and posters were displayed in and around 

the space. The survey was also advertised through the council’s 

Media team. A total of 53 consultees gave their feedback 

altogether.  

INFORMATION GATHERING 

Key information found through the survey is summarised below: 

• Although the play area equipment is aimed at toddlers / younger children, 

the most common age group using this space are older children (7 years+). 

This should be considered as much as practicable during the design stage. 

• Overall the survey suggests that the equipment on site is the right type of 

equipment in terms of what the users would like to see built. 

• A number of comments expressed a wish for ball games, full swings or a 

skateboarding area to cater to older children. Unfortunately due to site size 

constraints and the proximity to private gardens and a vehicular road, these 

items cannot be accommodated. 



FEEDBACK 

Play Equipment Vote 

The public were asked to vote on what equipment they would 

like to see in the Play Area. These top responses will be 

included in the new play space, depending on budgets and 

available space: 

Summary of additional comments and suggestions 

 

• More inclusive and sensory equipment would be welcome 

• There should be more in the park for older children. The sugges-

tions from the public included a swingset, basketball hoops, goals 

or skateboarding features 

• The pirate theme is well liked 

• A range of swings could be a positive addition. 

1 BALANCING TRIM TRAIL 

2 SMALL SPRING SEESAW 

3 NEW SPRINGER 

NEXT STEPS 

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/

parkinfo  

 

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will 

be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as 

possible. West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by 

Spring 2024. 

LARGE ITEM 

SMALL ITEMS 

1 NEW SMALL MULTIUNIT WITH A SLIDE 

A full breakdown of the results is included in the Appendix 

at the end of this document, 

http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo


Appendix 1 – All survey answers  






