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SURVEY REPORT  

JULY 2023 

PLAY AREA CONSULTATION 

BROXBURN & UPHALL 



As a result of previous consultation, funding has been allocated to 

improve the play provision across an area in Broxburn and Uphall. 

The improvement is aimed at creating better play for age groups 10

-18. Three sites were chosen in a strategic location :  

• Holmes Park, which currently does not have a play area, but 

one could be provided 

• Park View Square,  where the play area could be upgraded 

• Glebe Park where the play area could be upgraded and 

expanded. 

A Community Choices survey was issued, asking the public to vote 

for their preferred location and provide supplementary comments.  

 

West Lothian Council has some money to make improvements to 

the chosen play area in 2023/24. Feedback from local stakeholders 

will inform the improvements and help to shape a longer-term 

vision for the space.  

INTRODUCTION 

INFORMATION GATHERING 

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online 

survey. The survey period ran from 6th June to 1st July 2023. 

 

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council 

officers, local Community Council, local schools, relevant 

businesses & community groups and local Councillors. Fliers 

advertising the survey were put through neighbours’ doors around 

the proposed locations and posters were displayed in and around 

the Parks. The survey was also advertised through the council’s 

Media team. A total of 76 consultees gave their feedback 

altogether.  P
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NEXT STEPS 

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/

parkinfo  

 

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will 

be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as 

possible. West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by 

Spring 2024. 

SUMMARY 

KEY SURVEY THEMES 

The top vote for the Play Area Improvements was Holmes Park. As 

outlined in the consultation,  a new play area will be provided in 

this location aimed at children 10-18. 

 

Furthermore, by analysing the survey results, several key themes 

have become apparent: 

 

• Holmes Park is well loved for it’s open green character and 

proximity to nature. This character should be safeguarded 

and built upon, to ensure the play area fits in with the park. 

 

• The accessibility of Holmes Park is appreciated, including 

the fact it has a number of entrances, a car park, is located 

centrally as well as forms a part of a wider green network / 

Shale Trail & walking routes. The Play Area should 

complement the park as a place to stop during a walk, or as 

part of other park activities such as nature watching, 

informal play in the open grass or a picnic. 

 

• The overwhelming wish for the Play Area is to provide a 

challenging and exciting space for older children and teens, 

which would keep them occupied and give them a space to 

play and hang out safely. 

http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo


Q2. Park Assessment 

 

NOTE: For the purposes of this report, only answers related to 

Holmes Park will be described below. All responses for all 3 

parks are included in Appendix 2, for those interested. 

 

2.1 What do people like best about the Park 

 

The most common response was that the Park is a nice large, open 

greenspace with direct access to nature through the Burn and 

adjacent woods. The Public mentioned that Holmes Park feels 

peaceful, has good views  and is well used for dog walks, family 

walks and informal play. 

Another common response was that the Park is well accessible with 

car parking, bus stops and the Shale Trail paths. The central 

location was noted as something that would benefit both Broxburn 

and Uphall residents. 

 
 
2.2 What do people like least about the Park 

 

The overwhelming response is that there are not enough activities 

in the Park to allow a longer stay. The proposal of a play area here 

was very much supported through the comments.  P
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FROM WLC OFFICERS 

Officers noted no issues with the proposed plans. 

 

FROM SURVEY 

Q1. Play Area Vote 

The public were asked to vote for the chosen location. The results 

are shown on the diagram below, with a clear majority vote for 

Holmes Park (46 votes / 60.5%).   

FEEDBACK 

Holmes Park is designated as a Neighbourhood Park in the West 

Lothian Open Space Plan and is safeguarded for open space in the 

West Lothian Local Plan (2018).  

 

Holmes Park currently is approx. 3ha in size and consists mostly of 

amenity grass with a leased football pitch in the centre. There is a 

changing facility container on site. The Park includes a car park, is 

serviced by a bus stop and includes a whindust perimeter path with 

mature tree alleys, a number of entrance points, signage and bins. 

The paths include a section of the Shale Trail which runs through 

West Lothian and connect to a skatepark / ball court / youth shelter 

facility to the West. The Park has direct access to natural habitat 

with the Brox Burn running to the south and a woodland to the 

West.  There is residential housing to the North and South, and 

Loaning Hill Cemetery is located to the South-West. 

A Play Area in a Neighbourhood Park should meet the NEAP 

criteria as outlined in the Open Space Plan. (Refer to Appendix 3). 

Known park users include local residents, children and dog 

walkers, although visitors from elsewhere in also attend the park, 

for example as part of the Shale Trail routes. 



2.3. Improvement opportunities 

 

The public were asked to vote on what equipment they would like to see in the Play Area. The top 3-5 responses will be included in the new play space, de-

pending on budgets available. The results of the vote are as follows: 

Summary of additional comments and suggestions 

 

• Promote sustainability and natural materials within the 

design 

• Promote inclusivity and accessibility within the design 

• Positive reaction to providing a safe space for older 

children to play, that they feel is for them to use 

• Suggested equipment includes zip lines, ground 

graphics and logs 

• Ensure noise disturbance to the cemetery is avoided 

or minimised 

• Include seating and picnic spaces 

• Opportunity for additional tree planting in the park 

• Suggestion to fence the play area from dogs 
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Q3. Park Scoring 

 

Participants were asked to rate the park as it currently is, 

using the council’s Park Audit questionnaire. 69 people partici-

pated in the scoring.   

 

The 3 items with the highest scores were: 

• The park is adaptable 

• The park is easy to walk to and accessible 

• Park entrances and boundaries are appropriate and feel 

safe 

 

The 3 items with the lowest scores were: 

• The Park does not offer much economic benefit to the 

community 

• There is little community involvement in the Park 

• The quality of park features is below average 



No. Measure 
Some things to consider 

‘yes’ answers = higher score, unless stated 

1 Attractiveness Is the park generally attractive? Does it have a consistent or unique character? 

2 Community 
Does the community help to make decisions about the park? Are there frequent community events? Is there evidence of community 
involvement? 

3 Quality Are features and facilities robust and long-lasting? 

4 Sustainability 
Is weedkiller used in maintenance? (lower score) Is every bit of grass cut short? (lower) Recycling bins on site? Are there signs that 
materials / resources are reused on site? (e.g. grass clippings on shrub-beds) 

5 Adaptability Could spaces within the park be changed easily to suit different uses over time? 

6 Biodiversity 
Are there different shapes, sizes and types of plants within the park? Do you regularly see different insects / birds / other animals in the 
park? 

7 Economic benefits 
Does anyone charge for activities or events here? Does anyone sell things here? Do people collect wood or berries? Do people fish? Do 
people grow food here? 

8 Network Is the park connected to other green areas nearby, or rivers/burns? Is it connected to walking/cycle paths? 

9 Regulating benefits 
Are there trees / shrubs / plants at different heights? (to filter air/water, soak up rainfall and store carbon) Are there areas that visibly hold 
water when it rains? Are there flowers to support bees and other pollinators? 

10 Variety 
Is there a good variety of things to do in the park? e.g. sport/ walk/ sit/ learn/ play/ watch wildlife / picnic/ cycle/ eat/ run / climb / socialise / 
walk dog / good views 

11 Accessibility Is the park easy to walk to and get around? Is most of the park accessible to buggies / wheelchairs? 

12 
Entrances / 
boundaries 

Do you know you’re in a park? Are entrances and boundaries well defined? Are they attractive? 

13 Maintenance Is the park well-maintained? Is there much litter, vandalism or areas of neglect? (lower) 

14 Signage Is it clear who looks after the park and how to contact them? Is there any information on wildlife/ history, etc? 

15 Safety Do children and older people regularly use the park?  Can you see across the park? Are there areas that feel unsafe? (lower)  

Appendix 1 – Rate the Place characteristics explained 



Appendix 2 – All survey answers  

2.1 What is your favourite thing about the Park? Why do you come here most often? 
 
HOLMES PARK: 

-I don’t really go there because I don’t like the skate park but feel the park could be improved. 

-Lovely large green area but missing activities for kids 

-Easy access, nice views 

-Big open space to play. 

-Closest walking distance for us. I like that it is part of the walk along the burn. 

-children play area 

- Lots of space, lots of trees. Decent oath around the park 

-Nothing, I would vote for Stewartfield if it was a choice. I would use this if it had a playpark and separate dog area. 

-Walks, scenery, running water, trees and flowers, wildlife 

-Open space. Peaceful. Good for dog walks. 

-Open space, close to home, nature (burn etc) 

-The path around the perimeter of the park is a fantastic loop all year round to walk with my children. The trees in the north and east side have been sat under many times 
by my son with a snack in hand. We are very fond of this park. 

-I love the wide open space surrounded by trees and the burn running alongside it. 

-I like the walk around the open space, with the burn and that there is parking, but it is lacking in play area, apart from skatepark. Broxburn only has play areas for younger 
kids so I like that this play area would be aimed at 10-18. This location would benefit both broxburn and uphall residents due to being between both. 

-Walk past it most days but there are no facilities to use there suitable for children 



-Good space and have used for events (duck race) but no play park 

-The football goals now that their is none at the Albion 

-The park is accessible on foot to those south of the main road i.e. kids could go without supervision. There is some parking and footpaths already. 

-It has a walking part and very ideal for open leisure activities 

-Nice large park currently suitable for dog walking and football games 

-Would be a great place to take my child if it was improved 

-The large space. 

-Natural setting and connects to walking routes 

-Walk through daily with grandchildren, would be amazing for them to stop for play after school 

-It's nice and central for Broxburn and Uphall. I walk my dogs here most days and often with my children 

-Open space, sounds of running water. Benefits Uphall and Broxburn residents. Adding outdoor leisure/ fitness to this area supports the well-being of the community, tacked 
obesity in children and gives 10 - 18 year old alternatives. 

-It’s large and open, lovely walk through it on shale trail, nice woods nearby 

-It is well connected within a central location to both Uphall and Broxburn with the benefit of the water course being adjacent for added interest. 

-The open space to run and play 

-Brox Burn Path is my answer to both questions  
-Most central. Near bus stops. Has car parking. Lovely spot to use. Areas 2 and 3 are always deserted. Please put dog proof fence round play area. 

-My children enjoy the skate park therr 

-Holmes Park is used mainly by dog walkers, which is great, as it’s a lovely big space. 

-It is a lovely park sunny with shaded spots could be much better used for all in the area , a very large area too 

-We come to Holmes park daily, it’s great for letting the kids and dog run around. There is always plenty of space even when it’s busy, it’s an open area so you can supervise 
from a distance too. It’s a sun trap in good weather and lovely to hear the sound of the burn trickling by the south path. Not to mention the wooded area is great to explore 
and forage too. 

-We walk the dog in this park and there is nothing apart from open field 

 

PARK VIEW: 

-I live opposite this park and its sad to see so many of the fun things taken away. Ie big chute, climbing frame assault course. However the basket swing is a huge hit. 

-Park view is a great family park for younger children. 

-I come here most often because this is my sons favourite park where his friends like to play. His favourite thing about this park is the big swing 

-It’s close to homes for young children who play here a lot but definitely needs an upgrade 

-It’s handy for residents. 

-It is a safe enclosed park for the local children 

-Just everything about the park, it’s nice and closed in. 

-The park is fenced in compared to most, local for the school kids as we don't have much around this end beside empty fields. 

-This park is in badly need of an upgrade. It is in an area of houses and would be better used if the facilities were upgraded. 

-This is the closest park to my house and my kid's school. 

-This park is in our street. 

-Coz i have a nephew 

-My house looks straight onto the park and it is very well kept by the council. It is an attractive area and is extremely well used. However, i feel it has always lacked in 
equipment for older kids. I'd like to see better swings, much bigger slide or even a large climbing frame. Much like the one at the glebe park. 



-Close to Broxburn Family centre. The park is closed off so young children cannot wander. We attend this park serveral times a week 

-It is local to the area and has a large amount of youngsters around, especially with the Family Centre opposite this which uses the park often. I also like the fact it is enclosed! 

-It’s a wide open space  

 

GLEBE PARK: 
-Close to home. Nice location. Feel safer allowing my children to go there unsupervised compared to somewhere like Holmes Park, as tends to be more issues with older 
children there.  
-This park is local to me and my 3 year old loves it. He loves the climbing area and big slide. It's in a middle of a residential area but safe (although gates at the entrances 
would be great). It's close to primary school so a great opportunity for kids to play after a long day at school. 

- We live right next to the park and also go there straight after school for play before dinner time. It is a lovely open space and we go there so my son can practice riding his 
bike. There are x3 rubbish bins so not a great deal of rubbish around. There are some lovely older trees in the park.  
-It is a wonderful place to break up the walk home after school. Parents can chat while the children play. My son particularly loves climbing on the rope structure. 
This park is also great at the weekend as it is the closet park to our house. My son enjoys using his scooter on the path. 

-Glebe Park is great for after school as most kids play at the park on way home from school. 

-This park was where my childhood day's were of playing and growing up. Very fond memories going back year's to when the park had a putting green, where lots of families in 
the vicinity of staying close by would talk to other parents & kids would play happily using the park facilities. The putting green was fantastic for all ages & to this day would 
happily recommend. 

-Children to play 

-It is on the school run route so is used almost daily. It's a nice rest break on a walk. It also has seating. 

-Close to home. 

-The park is on route home from school and nursery for alot of children 

 

 

 
2.2  What are the biggest issues with the Park? Is there an element that just is not working out?  
 
HOLMES PARK: 

-Dog mess 

-Not enough for kids 

-Lovely area but would definitely be improved with picnic area and a play park for older kids 

-Too many dogs running about. No play equipment 

-Dog shit. many owners do not clear dog shit and became hazardous to play in the park 

-The terrain is a bit bumpy under the long grass, dog poop in the grass 

-There's nothing that appeals to me to go 

-Not enough to do for kids. 

-There's nothing for children to do in it except walk round. The path is not suitable for scooter or roller skates only bikes or on foot. 

-No park etc for kids 

-Lack of a play area is really it! 

-There is not much there to attract youngsters and keep them occupied. 

-Space could be used for play equipment while still leaving a large area for dog walking etc. 

-Dogs off lead and dog faeces left everywhere in the grass by owners, not safe to let children run around freely 



-Their is not enough things for younger than 10 kids 

-Drab, changing facility is an eyesore. No color. Poor natural surveillance in some spots that may lead to vandalism. 

-Not sure at the moment 

-Currently the park at Holmes has no play equipment at all and historically never has 

-I have never been as I was not able to park close enough as I didn’t see any disabled parking. As I am disabled I can’t walk long distances and need to be able to sit down on a 
bench and there are not enough benches around the park. 

-Too open with no activities other than playing ball. If additional play area more families would attend 

-Shame there are no leisure facilties here, although skate park and ball court is nearby. The big container is an eye sore 

-Nothing for infants while older children play on skate park 

-There is currently no play park equipment for younger children here 

-Only benefits those who play football . 

-I wouldn’t say there’s really an issue. I think car park / changing rooms look a bit crap, and there’s no play park for kids 

-Too waterlogged in winter, requires some earth mounting to add visual and physical interest from the vast flat expanse 

-Little for younger siblings to do whilst older ones skate or cycle 

-The generous size of the park is not taken advantage of. The relatively huge grassed area does not seem to be used much for sport, so there is plenty of room for a good-sized, 
fenced-off play park, or some of the excellent ideas for alternative play and learning in the preference list below. 
The trees and shrubs around the edges are great, but could be added to. Vandalisation of young trees could possibly be reduced by planting in greater numbers in fenced-off 
areas. A good example on a somewhat larger scale is Pilrig Park in Edinburgh, which has been beautifully transformed by planting begun a little over 20 years ago. 

-There isn’t a play park which the area would benefit from 

-The park would benefit from extra facilities to allow a wider community to use it. 

-Apart from the skate park there is nothing much for children to do here and they would use it much more if there was 

-The park is great but it could benefit from a play park for children 5+, currently there is nothing in place for them there other than the football court which is popular, but not 
every while likes football. There is also the skate park, again popular but it’s often unsafe due to the amount of foliage or water, and again, not every child likes skating. 

-Nothing to do 

 

PARK VIEW: 

-More aimed for little kids ie under 8 years! 

-A lot of space is wasted with trees and stumps. Children are forever falling and hurting themselves. Trees are well over grown and need taken right back 

-The climbing frame is very boring kids barely use it. There's not much for them to do there. 

-The equipment is old and has been vandalised 

-Some of the play equipment could do with being replaced. 

-There could be more for the older kids to play on 

-there’s not that much equipment for the bigger children 

-Park hasn't been updated in years & the play area at park View is suited to toddlers, only baby swings, baby slide and a stupidly designed climbing frame. That's more danger 
than fun. 

-Lack of equipment for use. 

-Not enough play equipment. 

-The slide is more for little kids and the big climbing frame is for bigger kids. There is nothing for kids inbetween. Ages 4/5/6. 

-Not enough stuff for babys 

-Park layout is fine..... 



-Outdated, play surface (bark) isn't suitable for wheelchair users. Not much choice in play equipment. This is a large area that could have a lot more potential to have areas to 
suit all the different ages 

-Nothing for the slightly older kids to do. 

-Could be more sheltered  

 

GLEBE PARK: 
-There isn't enough for older kids to do in the area. Need to look at facilities to entice and allow them to channel energy into something productive. Seems to be a lot of 
disruption in the area at the moment from teens, perhaps due to lack of facilities/entertainment for them. 

-N/a 

-I would welcome gates at entrances. Small football pitch for kids to engage in sport would be great too. 

-Not enough seating close to the actual play area. There is a bench and a picnic table but this park is so busy at times and nowhere for adults to sit close to the play area. 
Another couple of benches close to the play area (like the one that's already there next to the bin) would be good. 
 
New swings! The swings that are there are so old and not great. The kids struggle to actually swing on them. The swings at the play park next to Forrest Walk in Uphall are fab. 
Could we not get swings like that? A see saw? A basket swing? A roundabout? 
Some more things for the smaller kids. Spring riders? Just some suggestions 
 
There is a lot of space in the actual 'play park' area. It would be good to see some more bits of equipment for the kids. 
 
There was a big football target board which kids could practice their football target practice which disintegrated. It was removed and never replaced. There was a hammock 
attached to the climbing frame that was removed and never replaced. 
 
This park is so busy as it's close to Uphall Primary School but with hardly anything for the kids to actually play on sees ALL kids swinging from the same climbing frame. It's a 
shame as there could be so much more for them to play on. 
 
Thanks for considering these suggestions. 

-Perhaps it would be good to have an enclosed area for the dogs so that they aren't running into the area woth the children. Dog owners are quite good at picking up after their 
dogs but having a dedicated area way from the play area might ne good for the dogs that are more nervous of children. 

 
There are some benches but all in the same area. Perhaps more seating areas around the park would be nice. It would also be great to have more challenging areas for the 
older kids and an area for the younger toddlers. Perhaps a path for children on bikes or scooters that is not flat might be exciting. Teenagers like tonuse the park later at night 
and I think someone they could make use of would be good. 

-I think the steps at this park could get redone as they are they look like they are losing structure underneath and could cause harm to someone. 

-The biggest issues are that there is not much facilities to play on & what's there has been vandalised. 

-Very little play equipment for older children. Football goals were also removed 

-There is not enough accessible play equipment for younger children (>5 years) and the park needs to be better enclosed for safety as its surrounded by very busy roads. 
Currently there is only one gate which is often stuck or left open, and the other entry points are unsecured. 

-So much space isn't being utilised 

-Not alot of choices to play more suited for kids under 5 

 

 

 

 



2.4 We welcome any comments you have in the box below.  

 

HOLMES PARK: 

-Broxburn sports centre play park really needs done up, it doesn't really cater to toddlers at all 

-Zip slides for older children would be great as most of the parks in Broxburn cater to younger kids. Seating areas for picnics would be great as well. 

-Your grading system doesn't work, it just list them in 1 to 8. My first choice of park is Holmes Park. Big play equipment suitable for older children. Places to hang out. More 
sports and exercise features are my top three choices. 

-This should really be aimed at teenagers for a space for them to congregate and save them running a much through residential areas 

-Logs, flying fox, wooden benches with tables to have food and sit on while watching kids play football 

-Wheelchair accessible equipment would be great as there is nothing accessible 
Locally 

-Pittencrief park have an excellent play park for young and differently abled kids and also older kids. Maybe take some ideas from them 



-Holmes park is in close proximity to a cemetery, so it would be good to minimise disturbance. Would be good to remove the changing facilty, or paint it to add some colour/
character to the park. Ground graphics could also add some colour. 

-Thanks for giving people within the community, the opportunity to have their say. 

-If additional play area more families would attend 

-I think it would be nice to have a big play park, that is inclusive to all children. I think nature and sustainability should play a big park in modern developments, and it should 
incorporate natural features and play activities, like hills & trees and wooden play equipment. It shouldn’t include stuff like rubber or tarmac ground and lots of plastic. 

-Excellent to have this funding opportunity and look forward to seeing the results 

-There are far too many parks in the area aimed at nursery aged children, it would be great to have more challenging equipment for the older kids. 

 

PARK VIEW: 

-The older kids are 10-18 need somewhere to go where they can listen to music etc and have fun like kids do. I feel this park is underused at the moment. The family centre 
seem to dominate this park during school holidays which can be a big frustrating at time for regular user of the park when they can't get to use the equipment. 

-Good old fashioned swings, slides, climbing frames with a running wheel, monkey bars, knots n crosses. Also Exercise equipment for all ages. Make the parks more exciting. 
Like back in the 90s. One big swing is not enough for multiple kids who want to play 

-This park is also used by the family centre facility. Definitely needs more equipment 

-Made suitable for children and parents in wheelchairs 

-With the Family Centre and Primary school close to the Park View playpark - this definitely needs updating. Maybe with a couple of bigger things for the older kids as this is 
mainly for very young kids at the moment. There is already the skate park at Holmes Park - which attracts the not-so-nice kids/adults. Updating this would only attract more of 
them. Glebe Park already has plenty for that area of mixed ages. 

 

GLEBE PARK: 

-As much as I welcome the natural play opportunities we have to be mindful of how these will be treated/ Used by teens in the area. 

-This park is used by so many children before and after school. Its proximity to the housing scheme means its busy but would be so much better to see more pieces of play 
equipment that the kids could use. 

-A chargeable putting green, would be very good for all ages & families. Not only that but if someone is looking & situated in the park, it may result in less vandalism. 

-This is one of the most used and busiest parks in the area, and it desperately needs a upgrade so it can accommodate all children. 

-We were sad to see the goal removed because the goals were put in the new park and winford, now they are gated off and unusable 







Appendix 3 – Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play requirements 


