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INTRODUCTION

A new toddler play area has been allocated adjacent to the Kirkhill
housing development in Broxburn. The housing development was
originally built without a play area, and it has been recognised
through previous public consultation that the residents would
benefit from a toddler play area closeby.

Although the development is within the required 500m walking
distance from the Wilson Terrace Play Area, the topography of the
area could make it difficult for small children, elderly carers, parents
with buggies or other users to access a play area for their daily
needs. The requirement for the Kirkhill Toddler Play Area aims to
ensure young children in the estate are not restricted from outdoor

play.

Various locations around the estate were considered, however due
to a range of external constraints the chosen location was the only
found suitable. West Lothian Council is aware that some residents
may have concerns about the noise / view impacts of a new Play
Area located near their house. Please note that the proposal will be
for a small local play area aimed at toddlers only. This age group
generates the least noise during social hours only. The Area will be
fully fenced and secure, to clearly mark the extents of the play
space and separate children from dogs and pedestrians. The Area
will also be located as far as practicable from the existing housing.
The Open Space Plan requires a LAP type play area to be located a
minimum 10m from the nearest dwelling, which will be
accommodated.

The Kirkhill Toddler Play Area site is not currently designated as an
Open Space Asset, however it is safeguarded for open space in the
West Lothian Local Plan (2018). A Core Path runs N-S between the
housing estate and the proposed site. The Core Path was recently
upgraded to tarmac, creating a good access point and is a walking
route home from Kirkhill Primary School. The site currently consists
of self seeded scrubland and unmanaged grassland.

INFORMATION GATHERING

Feedback from local stakeholders was gathered via an online
survey. The survey period ran from 6th June to 1st July 2023.

Emails were sent to all known stakeholders, including council
officers, local Community Council, local schools, relevant
businesses & community groups and local Councillors. Fliers
advertising the survey were put through neighbours’ doors around
the proposed location and posters were displayed in and around
the space. The survey was also advertised through the council’s
Media team. A total of 25 consultees gave their feedback
altogether.



FEEDBACK

FROM WLC OFFICERS

Officers noted no issues with the proposed plans.

FROM SURVEY
Q1. Play Area Vote

The public were asked to vote on what equipment they
would like to see in the Play Area. The top 3-5 responses will
be included in the new play space, depending on budgets
available. The results of the vote are as follows:

SWINGS

TODDLER TOWER WITH CLIMBING ELEMENTS

SEESAW

SPRINGER

NATURAL PLAY ELEMENTS

BALANCING TRIM TRAIL

GAMES PANELS

0000000

Summary of additional comments and suggestions

. Toddler only equipment to discourage youth using the space

. Include some older age range equipment

. No bin to prevent dog walkers leaving dog foul near play area

o Ensure the space is accessible for wheelchair users (both carer and
child)

0 A concern was raised about off road bikes in the area

. A noise / view concern was raised about installing a play area in
proximity to existing housing

NEXT STEPS

This report will be posted on the parks webpage www.westlothian.gov.uk/
parkinfo

Based on the feedback and recommendations in this report, designs will
be drawn up and a play area constructed to represent these as best as
possible. West Lothian Council aims to have to project completed by
Spring 2024.


http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/parkinfo

Appendix 2 - All survey answers

1.1 Please vote on the preferred play equipment you would like to see in the new play area below (1 = most preferred, § = least

preferred).

The top 3-5 responses will be included in the new play space, depending on budgets available. The new play area will be fenced and
accessible. Please note all play equipment will be chosen to suit toddlers and young children.

Humber of participants: 24
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1.2 We welcome any comments you have in the box below.

Mumber of participants: &

- The play areas should be designed to discourage youth gathering i.e. nothing for older kids to sit on, particularly at night. The play area will be directly on a
popular dog walking route, so there should not be a bin

- There are lots of families that are here for life and it would be good to have things that grow with them. Things but just aimed at todlers like a bigger slide and
swings. Also a swing for wheelchair users

- Great idea

- Play area with a smooth ground for wheelchair users.
hl'm often faced with not being able to play with her as | can get over the bark on

the ground or the equipment isn't suitable.
Ramps upto the slides would be great.

- Important for wheelchair accessibility is smooth ground not bark and wheelchair accessible climbing frames for adults with toddlers and children in wheelchairs
which is very important for safety and inclusion.

- It's a shame the council don’t maintain the play parks. The one 100 metres away from this planned one was great but left to go to ruin. The off-road bikes and
buggies won't stop for little kids so be warned.

- More for toddlers needed! Fab parks near by but more designed for older children

- — at the moment is lovely and quiet and | don't get disturb/EEEE—E
is all this going to change with this playground.need assurance.well it probably will not matter about my concern as you have made you decision already.

Ps you asked for our opinion on a playground not far from this point straight away the fledgling trees which were growing nicely were destroyed a waste of council
money.



