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What is a conservation area?

“An area of special architectural or historic interest, of
which its character or appearance is desirable to preserve
or enhance" Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation
Areas) {Scotland) Act 1997,

There are over 600 conservation areas (CA) in Scotland,
which are critical to the conservation of our built heritage.

Torphichen was designated a conservation area in 1976 and
Woest Lothian currently has nine others; Bangour Village
Hospital, Broxburn, Uphall, Kirknewton, Linlithgow Palace &
High Street, Upper Linlithgow & Union Canal, Livingston
Village and Gowanbank.

Jubilee Well, The Square:

What works are permitted within conservation areas?
Alterations to the exterior or structure of a building, even
non-listed buildings, requires planning permission.

For example: alterations to a roof; erection of a satellite dish
(which is visible from the road); replacing windows; stone
cleaning; painting the exterior of a building; installing a dor-
mer window; and illuminated signage all require planning
permission.

To carry out total, or substantial, demolition of an
unlisted building in a conservation area consent is needed.
This application form is available from:

Building-and-Conservation-Area-Consent

Tarphichen Precoptory

Tree felling and lopping

To obtain permission to lop or fell trees a ‘tree works’ form
needs to be submitted to West Lothian Council, six weeks
prior to the work commencing. This is available from:
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/3087/Tree-Works

Trees under 75mm in diameter, or 100mm in woodland, are
however exempt.

Felling or lopping protected trees without permission can
result in prosecution and a fine of £20,000 (as of 2017).

Rose Cottage (The Old Smiddy), The Loan

Advice for householders in conservation areas

The character of conservation areas {CA) can be compro-
mised over time by numerous small alterations leading to a
loss of historic character.

Understanding the features which make an area character-
ful, is important to sympathetically maintain and restore.

Advice overleaf brings in to focus some features that con-
tribute to the character of CAs.

v«ouom.mn_.,._.os_.__n_am: Conservation Area Boundary

¥

Lo ! % 4 o 2
€ Crown copyright 2022 05 100037194, Yau are permritted to use this data sofely to enable you to respond to, or

nteract with, the crganisation that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to copy, sub-ficence,

For further advice
If you are unsure what permission you require or you

would like advice on maintaining built heritage, please,
contact West Lothian Council at:
Planning@westlothian.gov.uk
or write to
Development Management
Civic Centre
Howden South Road
Livingston
EH54 6FF

Front cover image: Torphichen Precepyory



