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5. SHALE PEOPLE- DIBOND BANNER SERIES, , Shirley Anne Murdoch (2010) www.shirleyannemurdoch.com www.artichange.com

This series of three dibond (aluminium) printed banners are to be found on the front wall of Broxburn Library and Local History Museum in East Main Street,
Broxburn. It features over 180 images of products processed by the community working in the shale industry- including a variety of oils, the world’s first petrol,
ammonia, soap, candles, ceramics, bitumen, bricks and paraffin.

Artist Shirley-Anne Murdoch aimed to inform the ‘new generation’ of the areas rich shale mining heritage and the lives led by those who established the local
towns and villages.

She encouraged pupils from all four local primary schools to create colourful mixed media images during intensive creative workshops before using them to
create the banner series. If you look closely you will see the words ‘made by shale people’featured in each individual banner.

At the lights just below the Library, cross the street once again and then you will see in the more of the Shale People Trail figures, the ‘Laughing Boys' You will also
be in sight of the final two art works on the tour, two contemporary Grdffiti style murals. The tour ends here at the exterior of the leisure centre ‘Xcite Broxburn’
Sports Centre in Broxburn, EH52 5EL.

6. CLOCKING OFF- GALA DAY AND QUOITS MURAL by guerrilla artists DUFI (Al Mcinnes and Fin Macrae (2010))

This two-piece artwork captures the spirit of two popular forms of leisure, as the miners and the town'’s residents would have experienced them when the
Shale mines were operational.

The game of Quoits (koits, kwoits, kwaits), a traditional game which involves the throwing of metal, rope or rubber rings over a set distance, usually to land
over or near a spike (sometimes called a hob, mott or pin). It is a game of accuracy rather than distance throwing.This was an extemely popular sport for

‘only the strongest’Broxburn shale workers throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Its inclusion signifies both the positive impact of sport in
strengthening communities and the ‘boomtime’ of the early shale industry.

The Gala Day is a one day festival held in many towns over the world, especially Scotland. Annual gala days bring these areas together in celebration of history,
culture and community life. Often the day is organised by residents who form part of a voluntary committee. Historically, galas days took place in mining
communities. Gala days were and still remain to be, a chance to dress up.Bands turn out to play music for a procession of children, which ends in a park where
the rest of the day’s events take place.There are over 30 gala days in West Lothian including galas in Bathgate, Armadale and the Deans Gala in Livingston.
Many gala days remain aimed at children such as the children’s gala in Linlithgow & Linlithgow Bridge. Sometimes gala days are linked to particular aspects

of communities’ past histories. This can trace its history back to 1933 and was established to lift the spirits of children during the days of the depression.

Some local authorities offer particular assistance to gala day committees, reflecting the particular traditions in their area. As part of the cultural practice

since the early 16th century, Queens of May have been recorded in Scotland.The practice of crowning a summer Queen is still widespread and basically the
proceedings followed are similar with the ceremonious arrival of the Queen and her attendants, crowning on a decorated dais, a procession, sports and games.
Some people date it back to 1140 while others suggest 1488. By the 1950s the shale industry was struggling to survive.The use of an image of Broxburn’s
second Gala Day Queen in 1953 is used here to signify the end of the industry alongside the glorification of community celebrations which continue today.

http://dufi-art.blogspot.co.uk

Thank you for taking part in a public art walk
For more information or to share any comments about your experiences on the walk, contact us:
tel:01506 773871 email:arts@westlothian.gov.uk

http://spaceboy1966.blogspot.co.uk
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On thls walk you will see a selection of the many publlc artworks y
that are embedded in the towns of Uphall and Broxburn. .

There are a total of six sites where a series of multiple public —
artworks of different media, including, mural painting,
photography,graphic design and metal sculpture.Alltheimagery .
and themes for the artworks were developed and designed with
the input of local residents and artists working together. All of i
the artworks commemorate the Shale mining industrial past of
| thearea due to the significantimpact and loss of the industry, the &
effects of which is still being felt today. '

Five of the artwork sites were part of the Grassroots Public Art
project, the first grant project which gave funding for site specific |
community public art projects in West Lothian and was supported

by Creative Scotland. The sixth public art site was initiated and ¥_
B developed by local residents of both towns and funded by West |

~ Lothian Council. T

Uphall and Broxburn walk: 5.5km Approx. 1Thr and 45 mins (slow :—
to moderate pace).

The tour begins in Uphall at the Oatridge Hotel, 2-4 East
Main Street, Broxburn, EH52 5DA. We arrive on site at the [
first artwork on the tour, the large traditional hand painted [

| mural.
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Public Art in Uphall and Broxburn

Homage to the Shale Workers

Shale Hearts Trail

Above and Below

Shale People: Then and Now

Made by Shale People- Dibond Banner Series
Clocking Off- Gala Day and Quoits Mural



