The Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals)(Scotland) Regulations 2021

SCHEDULE 8 — BREEDING RABBITS

Interpretation
1 In thisschedule —
“adultrabbit” means a rabbitaged 3 months or more,
“nesting box” means a fully-enclosed indoorareain which a rabbit can rest and sleep.

Advertisements and sales
2. (1) Nokitaged under8 weeks may be —
(a) sold, or
(b) permanently separated fromits biological mother.
(2) Sub-paragraph (1)(b) does notapplyinrelationto akitif—
(a) separation of the kit from its biological motheris necessary forthe health or
welfare of the kit, otherkits from the same litter orits biological mother, or
(b) the kit’s biological motheris deceased.
(3) Any advertisement forthe sale of arabbit must—
(a) include the number of the licence holder’s licence, and
(b)specify the local authority thatissued the licence.

Number of breeding female rabbits

3. (1) The number of breeding femalerabbits keptin relation to the licensable activity of
breeding rabbits atany time on the premises specified in the licence and on which the
licensableactivityis carried on must not exceed the maximum number specified by the
local authority inthe licence.

Suitable environment
4, (1) Each rabbit must have accessto—
(a)aclean, dry and warm sleepingareawhichisfree from draughts, and
(b) an exercise area.
(2) Each rabbit must be provided with sufficient space inthe sleeping areato—
(a) lie down fully stretched out,
(c) hop, and
(d) turn around,
withouttouchinganother rabbit orthe walls of the sleeping area.
(3) The exercise areamust not be used as a sleepingarea unlessthe rabbit choosesto do
so.
(4) For each breeding female rabbit, there mustbe —
(i) a nesting box to give birthin and which is lined with suitable nesting material such as
dust-free wood shavings or grass hay, or
(ii) a plentiful supply of such nesting material available to the rabbit.
(5) The nestingbox must not be accessible to otherrabbits when being used by a breeding
female rabbittogive birthin.
(6) Inthis paragraph, “exercise area” means asecure areawhere rabbits can hop, scratch,
forage and stretch to theirfull height.

Training and exercise
5. (1) Opportunities to exercise which benefitthe rabbits’ physical and mental health must be
provided, unless advice from aveterinarian suggests otherwise.
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(2) All kits must be given suitable and adequate opportunitiesto—
(a) learnhow to interact with people, rabbits and otheranimals wheresuch
interaction benefits their welfare, and
(b) become habituated to noises, objects and activities associated with adomestic
environment.
(3) All rabbits must have at least daily opportunities to interact with people where such
interaction benefits their welfare.

Suitable diet

6. (1) All adult rabbits must have continuous access to clean and safe drinking water.
(2) Each adult rabbit must be provided with feed appropriate toits needs.
(3) Each kit must be provided with feed appropriate forits stage of development.

Protection from suffering, injury and disease
7. (1) All rabbits forsale must be in good health.

(2) Any rabbit with a condition which materially affects, oris likely to materially affect, its

quality of life must not be —

(a) transferredin ownership,

(b) offered forsale, or

(c) moved fromthe premises specified in the licence and on which the licensable activity
is carried on, otherthan to an isolation facility or veterinary care facility where the
animalisin needofisolation ortreatment,

until ithasrecovered, ceasedtorequire isolation or, where thereis noneedforthe

rabbitto be isolated, been certified by aveterinary surgeon as beingin acondition that

issuitable forsuch transfer, sale ormovement.

(3) The licence holder must ensure that no female rabbit—

(a) is mated or artificiallyinseminated if aged less than 5 months,
(b) gives birthto more than 4 litters of kits within 12 months,

(c) gives birth to more than 16 litters of kitsin herlifetime,

(d) is mated or artificiallyinseminated if aged 6 or more years,

(4) Norabbit may be keptfor breedingifit can reasonably be expected, on the basis of its
genotype, conformation, behaviour orstate of health, thatbreedingfromit could have a
detrimental effect onits health or welfare orthe health or welfare of its offspring.

(5) Where any otheractivity involving animals is undertaken on the premises on which the
licensable activity of breeding rabbitsis carried on, it must be kept entirely separate
from the area where that licensableactivityis carried on.

(6) No adultrabbit may be isolated orseparated from others rabbits forlongerthanis
necessary.
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