The Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals)(Scotland) Regulations 2021

SCHEDULE 3 — SELLING ANIMALS AS PETS

Interpretation
1 In thisschedule —
“prospective owner” means aperson who seeks to purchase an animal to be keptor to be
resold as a pet,
“premises” meansthe premises specified in the licence and on which the licensable activity
describedin paragraph 1 of schedule 1iscarried on,
“purchaser” meansa person who purchases an animal to be keptor to be resold as a pet.

Records and advertisements
2. (1) Aregister must be maintained forall the animals or, in the case of fish or otheranimals

(notincluding dogs and cats) keptin groups where itis not practicable to keep individual

records, all the groups of such animals, on the premises which mustinclude —

(a) the full name of the supplier of the animal,

(b)the animal’s sex (where known),

(c) (exceptinthe case of fish) the animal’s age (where known),

(d) details of any veterinary treatment (where known),

(e) the date of birth of the animal or, if the animal was acquired by the licence holder,
the date of its acquisition,

(f) the date of the sale of the animal by the licence holder,

(g) the date of the animal’s death (if applicable), and

(h) the animal’s microchip number (if any).

(2) Where an animal is undergoing any medical treatment—

(a) this fact must be clearlyindicated—
(i) in writing nexttoit, or
(ii)(where appropriate) by labelling it accordingly, if itis on display in the premises

with the purpose of beingsold, and

(b) itmay only be sold to a prospective ownerif—

(i) a veterinary surgeon advises thatthe animalisina suitable conditiontobe
rehomed, and
(ii) details of, and the reasons for, the treatment are communicated tothe
prospective owner priorto the sale.
(3) Any advertisement forthe sale of an animal must—

(a)include the numberofthe licence holder’s licence,

(b) specify the local authority thatissued the licence,

(c)if the animal being advertisedis adogor cat, include arecognisable photograph of

the animal,

(d)(exceptinthe case of fish) display the age of the animal being advertised,

(e) state the country of residence of the animal fromwhichitis beingsold, and

(f) state the country of origin of the animal.

Prospective sales: pet care and advice
3. (1) Any equipment and accessories being sold with an animal must be suitable forthe
animal.
(2) The purchaser must be provided with information on the appropriate care of the animal
includinginrelationto—
(a) feeding,
(b) housing,
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(c) handling,

(d) husbandry,

(e) the life expectancy of its species,

(f) the provision of suitable accessories, and
(g) veterinary care.

(3) Appropriate reference materials on the care of all animals for sale must be —

(a) on display and availableto be consulted by prospective ownersinthe premises, or
(b) provided to prospectiveownersinanelectronicformat,

if the licensableactivity is conducted in away that involves persons attending the
premisestoview animals availableforsale as pets, or otherwise in relation to arranging
the purchase of animals as pets.

(4) The licence holderand all staff must have been suitablytrained to advise prospective

owners aboutthe animals beingsold.

(5) The purchaser must be informed of, where known, the country of origin, age, sex and

veterinary record of the animal being sold.

Suitable Accommodation

4.

(1) Animals must be keptin housing which minimises stressincluding from otheranimals

and the public.

(2) Where members of the publiccan view orcome into contact with the animals, signage

must be in place to deterdisturbance of the animals.

(3) Dangerous wild animals (ifany) must be keptin secure accommodation thatislockable

and appropriate forthe species.

Training and Exercise

5.

(1) For species whose welfare depends partly on exercise, opportunities to exercise which

benefitthe animals’ physical and mental health must be provided, unless advice froma
veterinary surgeon recommends otherwise.

(2) Allimmature animals must be given suitable and adequate opportunities to—

(a) learnhow to interact with people, theirown species and other animals where such
interaction benefits their welfare, and

(b) become habituated to noises, objects and activities associated with adomestic
environment.

(3) The animals must have at least daily opportunities to interact with people where such

interaction benefits their welfare.

Sale of Animals

6.

(1) No animal of any of the following descriptions may be sold as a pet, or sold witha view

to beingresold as a pet, by or on behalf of the licence holder—

(a) unweaned mammals,

(b) mammals weaned atan age at which they should nothave been weaned,
(c) non-mammals thatare incapable of feedingthemselves,

(d) puppies, kittens, ferrets orkits, aged under 8 weeks, and

(e) puppiesorkittens which werenot bred by the licence holder.

(2) The sale of a dogor a cat must be completed inthe presence of the purchaseronthe

premises.

(3) Noanimals or types of animal otherthan those animals and types of animal specified in

the licence may be sold.

(4) Noanimal may be soldin any part of a road or publicplace orat a pointofsale at a

market (unless the point of sale at the market forms part of the premises).

Animal Activities Licence 2021



Protection from suffering, injury and disease
7. (1) Allanimals forsale mustbe in good health.

(2) Any animal with a condition whichislikely to affectits quality of life must not be moved,
transferred or offered for sale but may be moved to an isolation facility orveterinary
care facility if required until the animal has recovered.

(3) When arranging for the receipt of animals, the licence holder must make reasonable
effortstoensure thatthey will be transported inasuitable manner.

(4) When an animal isto be transported or handed to a purchaserin a container, the
container must be suitable forthe species and expected duration of the journey.
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