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to open these safe links.

Welcome to your
West Lothian Libraries & Museums Newsletter
Inside this newsletter:
New cloudLibrary app
New self-service kiosks
Summer Reading Challenge
Bookbug West Lothian
Activities in your local library
Almondbank Library Open Day
Tea n' Tablet sessions in partnership with WLC Adult Learning Team
Books and Reading
Digital Resources
Library projects
Museums updates
Livingston at 60
Library and Museums contact details
All 14 Community Libraries, the Local History Reference Library and
Community Museums housed in libraries are fully open.
For more information including opening times please visit the library
or museum webpage or enquire in any West Lothian library.
Your Library - West Lothian Council
Museums - West Lothian Council

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/libraries

Introducing West Lothian Libraries cloudLibrary app
A fantastic, modern way to check out books
from the library via your smartphone or tablet.
Download the cloudLibrary by bibliotheca app
from your app store and register using your
library membership number and PIN. When
you visit the library and have selected the
books you wish to borrow, simply scan their
barcodes using your smartphone or tablet,
finish the checkout process in the app, then
pack your books and go!
Key features of the cloudLibrary app include:
scan and check out physical library books using your smartphone or
tablet
search the online library catalogue
reserve and renew physical book loans
receive interactive receipts for physical items borrowed
provides a clear list of borrowed items and return due dates
view your borrowing history
receive notifications of return dates
view and cancel reservations
add multiple library memberships to your account e.g. parents can add
their children's accounts.
customise your app using engaging genre-based avatars and colour
themes

Please note, the BookMyne app is no longer available.
If you require any assistance downloading or using cloudLibrary
please ask a member of staff in any West Lothian library or
email: library.info@westlothian.gov.uk

New Self-Service Kiosks

All 14 West Lothian libraries now
have new state of the art
self-service kiosks to make
borrowing and returning books
from your local library even
easier.

Self-service kiosks are an
essential resource for the
modern library in the 21st
Century.

Our intuitive self-service kiosks
deliver an engaging experience
for people of all ages and
abilities, making borrowing and
returning library items a breeze.

The kiosks are really easy to use, with simple, jargon free instructions
displayed on the large screens.

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/your-library

Summer Reading Challenge 2022

The Summer Reading Challenge is run by the Reading Agency for
children across the UK and is delivered in partnership with public
libraries. It has been running for the past 22 years and aims to
foster a lifelong love of reading and tackle the drop off in reading
that happens over the school summer holidays.
The Summer Reading Challenge is open to all primary school aged
children and is designed for all reading abilities. Children can read
whatever they like - comic books, fact books, joke books, picture
books - just as long as they are borrowed from the library. Children
receive special rewards each time they finish a book and there's a
certificate and medal for everyone who completes the Challenge.
Find out more about this year's Challenge in your local library or
sign up to take part online on the Summer Reading Challenge
website
Look out for Summer Reading Challenge events and activities in
your local library throughout the summer. For more information
please check the library's webpages: westlothian.gov.uk/yourlibrary

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

Bookbug West Lothian
Bookbug encourages all parents and carers to enjoy books with their
children from as young an age as possible, developing a lifelong love of
books.
To find Bookbug sessions in a library near you please check the Bookbug
Monthly Programme
Gaelic Bookbug sessions
We are delighted to announce that
Kirsteen Murray from Comann nam Pàrant
has agreed to host regular Gaelic Bookbug
sessions Armadale, Carmondean, Linlithgow
and Simpson libraries from September 2022.
Booking is essential for all sessions, please contact the library you wish to visit to book a place

Bookbug's Library Challenge
This is a free programme that encourages children up
to four years old to discover and enjoy their local
library. Children are given a collector's card and can
collect a selection of beautifully illustrated certificates
along the way.
How fast can you climb Bookbug's Library
Challenge Ladder?
Children will be offered their own Bookbug avatar to
place on the Bookbug's Library Challenge Ladder
poster in the library, then move it up one rung every
time they borrow books from the library.
For more information please visit Bookbug West Lothian webpage
Please follow us on Facebook @BookbugWestLothian-Community

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/bookbug

Face to Face Activities in Your Local Library
Your local libraries offer lots of FREE activities to suit all ages and abilities,
with many new activities recently introduced.
Calming colouring club - Family fun at
Simpson Library, Bathgate every Tuesday,
10am to 11am. Light refreshments provided.
Jigsaw clubs - new members welcome.
Adult groups at Blackburn, Fauldhouse,
Linlithgow, and Whitburn libraries.
Junior group at Fauldhouse library
Book clubs - New members always welcome.
Adult groups at - Almondbank, Lanthorn and
Linlithgow libraries.
Junior group available in Whitburn library
Code club - Almondbank Library, every
Monday and Wednesday from 4pm - 5pm.
suitable for primary school age children.
Board games club - Monthly at Carmondean
library - Suitable for primary school aged
children. Please check with the library for
session dates.
Lego clubs - Available at Almondbank,
Blackburn, Carmondean, Fauldhouse,
Lanthorn and Whitburn libraries. Suitable for
primary school age children.

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/your-library

Coming soon
Almondbank Library - Open Day
Friday 12th August 10am-3pm
Showcasing all the wonderful services,
resources and activities available at
Almondbank library, Craigshill.
FREE light refreshments for all visitors
and a FREE Goody Bag for every child!
Open Day Activity Programme
10am Bookbug Session
11am – Ghosts in the body: just my imagination? Workshop
12pm - 12.45pm – Robot building
1pm – Badge Making
2pm – Crafts & Lego
Storytime sessions throughout the day
3D printing demonstration - Throughout the day
Puzzles and colouring-in available all day
Treasure Hunt with sweets for the Children
WLC & Partners information stalls available throughout the day
Boardmaker demonstration
More activities still to be confirmed, please visit Almondbank library
webpage for updates.

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/33620
/Almondbank-Library-Craigshill

Digital Help
Tea n' Tablet sessions
Learn all about using a tablet, iPad,
smartphone, Chromebook or laptop this
summer with the council's Adult Learning
team.
You can bring along your own device or use
one of ours and we’ll even bring the biscuits
and get the kettle on!
Tea n' Tablet sessions available in:

Whitburn library - Monday 25th July, 1pm - 3pm
Blackburn Library - Tuesday 26th July, 10am - 12noon
Armadale library - Tuesday 26th July, 1pm - 3pm
Linlithgow library - Wednesday 27th July, 10am - 12noon
Almondbank library - Wednesday 27th Jul, 1pm - 3pm
Lanthorn Library @ Torridon House - Thursday 28th July, 10am 12noon
The Lex Davidson Library (Broxburn) - Thursday July,1pm - 3pm

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/your-library

Book Reviews & Recommendations
Calling all budding book critics, write a
book review about books you've borrowed
from our library collections.
You can either complete the online form or
paper copies can be collected and handed
in at any West Lothian library. We will
publish as many reviews as we can.
To read other people's reviews or write one of your own, please visit:
https://bit.ly/WLlReviewsRecommendations

New titles are added to our library catalogue
each month, you can reserve these using our
New titles reservation form. Simply provide
your details, tick the box next to the books you
wish to reserve and hand the form into your local
library. Paper copies are available in all of our
libraries too. A member of library staff will
contact you when your selections are ready for
collection.

Click/Phone & Collect services remain available at all 14 local libraries due
to popular demand. Library members can reserve up to 20 items from our
library catalogue and a member of staff will contact you to let you know
when they are ready to be collected from your chosen library.

Access Your Library Account & Search, Reserve and Renew

Virtual book displays

On the front page of our online catalogue, we now have virtual
displays of various book collections we have available to borrow
from our catalogue. We update this regularly, often to reflect a
relevant subject of the time e.g. we have just set a collection which
reflects the ‘Women's prize for fiction shortlist’. You can search
the different collections to view using the dropdown tab.
If you have any suggestions for collections to display using books
from our library catalogue please email us:
library.info@westlothian.gov.uk

West Lothian Libraries - Online library catalogue

Libby - FREE e-Magazines
Choose from our vast
range of popular
magazines and download
them to a number of
devices, giving you access
wherever you choose,
24/7.
The registration process is really simple, all you need is your library
membership number and PIN to get start browsing and borrowing:
https://bit.ly/WLle-Magazines

BorrowBox - Free e-Book & e-Talking Book downloads
Experience the world of e-Books and e-Talking books with BorrowBox
Borrow or reserve up to six e-Books or ten e-Talking books for free from
BorrowBox and download them to a wide variety of devices.
New titles added every month, plus.....
Digital books of the month
We now offer 2 ‘Digital Books of the month
with unlimited copies available for 90 days,
one for adults and another for young adults
aged 12+. The latest e-Book and e-Talking book
of the month can be downloaded here:
http://bit.ly/DigBookofMonth

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/eLibrary

Library Projects
West Lothian libraries regularly work with external partners and
agencies to deliver projects that are progressive, relevant,
interesting and in the best interest of our communities. Here are
some of the current projects:
Eco-Ableism
The Eco-Ableism project aims to identify the
challenges and barriers that people with
disabilities in West Lothian face in trying to live
greener, more sustainable, lifestyles.
The Library service and project partners will work
with disabled groups to identify the difficulties
disabled people face in their daily life choices,
exploring how this impacts their ability to engage
with policy and process changes as councils and
other government organisations seek to align
with post-COP26 agendas.
If you live in West Lothian and have a disability or a long-term health
condition we want to hear from your experiences! Contact us by email:
eco-ableism@hw.ac.uk
The study has received full ethical approval from Heriot-Watt University.
Participation is voluntary and participants may withdraw from the study
without providing an explanation.
This project is supported by the Scottish Government Public Library Quality
Improvement Fund.

https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/research/engage
/case-studies/ecoableism.htm

Year of Stories 2022 - Object of My Desire
In 2022, Scotland celebrates the Year of Stories
Do you have a treasured object or item?
Something that you hold dear because of the
special memories it has for you and the feelings it
evokes?
The 'Object of My Desire' project has been supported by the Year of Stories
2022 Community Stories Fund. This fund is being delivered in partnership
between Visit Scotland and Museums Galleries Scotland with support from
National Lottery Heritage Fund thanks to National Lottery players.
Come along to your local library and share your story with other
people sharing theirs.
Bring your item along to your library
(or a photo of it, if it's too large to bring).
The story-telling & writing sessions will be led by
writer Andy Manders and will aim to help
participants develop their story, capture its
significance and explore ways, including writing,
to share it.
Good craic, a blether and refreshments guaranteed.
Sessions should last around an hour but you can blether for as long as
you like.
To find your nearest session and how to book your place, please visit our
webpage: Year-of-Stories-2022-Object-of-My-Desire

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/336
42/Libraries-News

Libraries Can Do IT
West Lothian Libraries are developing a new and
exciting project called ‘Libraries Can Do It’,
supported by the Scottish Government's
Covid Relief fund.
The project aims are to develop and deliver fun, focussed and
meaningful activity programme initially in Armadale, Almondbank,
Blackburn and Whitburn libraries.
Through consultation with the local communities and community
survey feedback we have begun to develop activities to reflect the
interests of local people and delivery will begin soon.
You can view the survey results at: Libraries Can Do It-Your
Voice Matters
To showcase the project and promote
existing library activities, we joined
forces with SPARK Craigshill Storytelling
Festival on Saturday 18th June at
Almondbank library.
Over 200 people visited the library and
enjoyed the free activities; crafts & games,
digital device help, Bookbug session and
live music from local artist Megan Black.

Singer/Songwriter Megan
Black presents a signed copy
of her debut album 'Deadly is
the Woman' to prize draw
winner Lynn Donnelly MacKay

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/336
42/Libraries-News

Engaging Libraries 2 - Lothian Lugs
The collaboration between West Lothian Council Libraries and Heriot-watt
University has been recognised at the University’s inaugural Celebrating
our People Awards. The Lothian Lugs project and Borrow A Researcher
event were awarded a Societal Engagement Award as part of the
University’s Celebration Week ceremony.
The community-based project brought together communities from across
West Lothian with researchers from the university to discuss cutting-edge
research and explore how West Lothian communities could shape future
research. The project was funded by the Carnegie Trust UK as part of the
broader Engaging Libraries programme, focused on public engagement
with research, with public libraries partnering with universities to deliver a
range of public engagement activities.
Researchers from the university heard from/spoke with more than 1000
people across the region, through surveys, focus groups and workshops.
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic disrupting plans, the library and university
teams worked together to ensure voices could be heard, moving events
online for a period before physical events could resume.
The libraries have provided an exciting
entry point into the local community and
although the project funding under Lothian
Lugs has concluded, the University-Library
collaboration actively continues and many
more events will take place in West Lothian
libraries in 2022.
Photograph courtesy of Heriot-Watt University. L to R - Professor Alan Gow, Professor Anna Sedda,
Principal and Vice Chancellor Professor Richard Williams, Camilla Irvine-Fortescue (Heriot-Watt
University, Responsible Impact Specialist), Helene Rennie (West Lothian Council Library Service),
Professor Mary Stewart, PhD researcher Angus Addlesee.

Engaging Libraries – Case Studies

Gift o’ the Gab

Coming
soon to
Fauldhouse
library
‘Gift o’ the Gab is a storytelling project which invites local adults who
experience communication barriers, to join our small group in Fauldhouse
library for a couple of hours each week.
We believe that everyone has stories of interest to share and Gift o' the
Gab participants will be encouraged and assisted by our professional story
teller, to share theirs in a safe, inclusive, relaxed and fun environment.
At the end of the project the stories will be professionally produced into
both book & e-book formats to keep. With participant approval books will
be made available to borrow from West Lothian Council - BorrowBox
If you are interested in joining us at Fauldhouse library for 'Gift o’ the Gab'
please email us: library.info@westlothian.gov.uk
Gift o’ the Gab is supported by the Scottish Government Public Library
Quality Improvement Fund.

https://scottishlibraries.org/funding/publiclibrary-improvement-fund/

Museums
West Lothian is home to many museums.
Museums are educational, entertaining and inspirational. Museums
collect interesting objects and keep them safe for the future. Museums
bring the objects to life by telling the stories of the people who used them
to help you to understand the past and present of your community. West
Lothian Council Museums Service's motto is "Preserving the Past for the
Future"
Our mission is to enhance the quality of life by providing a Museums
Service that focuses on the heritage, educational and leisure needs of the
community - now and in the future.
West Lothian's Community Museums in libraries are open.
Armadale, Blackridge, Broxburn and Whitburn Community Museums
are open to visit during library opening hours.
Our new schooldays exhibition is available online at Flickr and you can
visit Facebook to see regular postings from our collections.
West Lothian is also home to a wide variety of independent heritage
attractions at:
Almond Valley Heritage Centre
Bennie Museum
Hopetoun House
Linlithgow Canal Centre
Linlithgow Museum

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/44854/
Museums

Museums
Livingston at 60
Sixty years ago, the town that we now know as Livingston was little more
than three villages with a combined population of around only 2,000. The
designation of 86,692 acres of Midlothian and West Lothian as this site of
Scotland’s fourth new town in April 1962, set the area on a path of
permanent change.
What was the purpose of the new town?
The new town of Livingston had two key aims. Firstly, the town would help
solve problems of overcrowded slum housing in Glasgow by providing
homes for the “Overspill” population. The town was also to become a new
focus for industrial activity in Scotland, creating economic growth in West
Lothian and beyond.
Why was Livingston chosen as a site for Scotland’s fourth new town?
Livingston was able to tick several boxes for the planners. It had a vast
amount of land suitable for building houses and factories. The area also
had a pleasant, rural appearance which would be attractive to both
prospective residents and companies. It was also handily located for east
access to both Glasgow and Edinburgh airports and the docks at
Grangemouth. Importantly, it was reasonably close to Glasgow meaning
that families arriving were still within easy reach of their loved ones.

Livingston c1962
This image shows the area set
aside for the new town of
Livingston.

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/44854/
Museums

Museums
Livingston at 60 cont...
Who was responsible for creating the town?
The Livingston Development Corporation (LDC) was set up in April 1962 to
oversee the building and the development of the town. Its members were
appointed from the government and it included individuals with
experience of industry and knowledge of the local area.
How do you plan a new town like Livingston?
A Master Plan was created in 1963. This document would inform the
development of the town. The plan was revised many times over the
years but it firmly guided the development of the town until the wind up
of the LDC. The original Master Plan projected that Livingston would have
a population of 100,000. This target was reduced over time. Today
Livingston has a population of 56,570.

Livingston station
The first LDC houses were
built at Livingston Station.
This image shows the old
and new communities
sitting side by side.

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/44854/
Museums

Museums
Livingston at 60 cont...
Make it in Livingston
LDC needed to attract companies to the new town. An impressive
marketing campaign was used to attract companies across the globe to
new town. The slogan “Make it in Livingston” appeared at trade fairs, in
magazines and even on the London underground! One of the first
companies to locate to the town was the Cameron Iron Work, with their
impressive forging press – the largest in Europe!
Livingston quickly became a centre of industry, hosting Kirkton Campus –
Scotland’s first high technology business park.

Cameron Iron
Works
Cameron Iron Works
under construction,
1965
How is Livingston’s 60th birthday being celebrated?
This is where you come in. The Council is planning a programme of events
to mark Livingston’s 60th birthday. The includes the “Livingston At 60”
heritage project which is being delivered in partnership with the Living
Memory Association and Almond Valley Heritage Trust.
A key part of this project is recording memories of local people about the
new town. Did you family move to Livingston from Glasgow? Or perhaps
you watched Livingston develop from one of West Lothian’s existing
towns. Whatever your story, we would love to speak to you. If you think
you can help please email museums@westlothian.gov.uk

https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/article/44854/
Museums

The Wee Museum of Memory

An assortment of vintage electronics - Do you
recognise any?

The Wee Museum of Memory at The Centre, Livingston is operated
as a partnership between the Living Memory Association and the
Council’s Museums Service and is full of objects and memorabilia
designed to encourage reminiscence.
We are We are normally open Monday to Friday 11am - 3pm.
Why not drop in the next time you visit the centre?

https://www.livingmemory.org.uk/westLothian
.php

Libraries & Museums contact details and useful links
Almondbank Library - email: almondbank.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 283133
Armadale & Library - email: armadale.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 282282
Blackburn Library - email: blackburn.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 283990/1
Blackridge Library - email: blackridge.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01501 752396
Carmondean Library - email: carmondean.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 280080
East Calder Library - email: eastcalder.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 284020
Fauldhouse Library - email: fauldhouse.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01501 773000
Lanthorn Library - email: lanthorn.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 284940
Linlithgow Library - email: linlithgow.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 283880
Local History Library – Please contact Linlithgow Library
Pumpherston Library - email: pumpherston.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 280996
Simpson Library - email: bathgate.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 282910
The Lex Davidson Library - email: broxburn.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 284294
West Calder Library - email: westcalder.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01506 283550
Whitburn Library - email: whitburn.lib@westlothian.gov.uk - Tel: 01501 678050

Museums - email: museums@westlothian.gov.uk – Tel: 01506 283652
PC & Click & Collect - online appointment booking system
Online membership applications – Join the library 24/7 by completing our online
membership application which can be found on our Library Membership
webpage
Please read the Library Membership Regulations and Data Protection and GDPR
before completing the online application.

Contact us by email: library.info@westlothian.gov.uk
or telephone your local library

