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This guide provides advice for
developers about how to get rid of
waste building materials properly to
protect the environment of West

Lothian.

Why is this guidance
needed?

Every year in West Lothian,
thousands of tonnes of waste
material are produced as a
result of building and

demolition work. Development Why is it
ranging from removing parts important
of a house to demolishing to get rid

large factories and other
buildings all produce waste
that must be removed from
the development site. We are
becoming more concerned
about getting rid of this type of
waste material, which in many
cases is dumped illegally. We
also realise that it is becoming
more important to recycle
waste products for the general
benefit of the environment.
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Waste material from building work
can contain a variety of different
materials. If you do not get rid of it
properly, there is a risk of
pollution. Waste tipped away from
proper sites looks unsightly and
spoils the appearance of roadside
verges and the countryside. It also
encourages more people to dump
rubbish which, in turn, makes the
problem worse. It costs us money
to remove rubbish that has been
dumped illegally, which has to be
passed on to residents and
businesses. It is also an offence to
get rid of waste material without
the permission you need from us
and, possibly, the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency.

The waste that is dumped could
very often be reused if it is
recycled. Bricks and concrete can
be crushed and used instead of
stone, so less quarrying is
needed. Wood can be chipped
and used for a variety of
purposes. Glass and metal can be
recycled and reused. All this helps
to protect the environment locally
and globally.

Dangerous substances such as
asbestos are sometimes
contained in building waste. These
substances are harmful and need

We have a wide range of
legal responsibilities to
control how waste is
removed and to take action
against those who demolition
materials in unauthorised
places. We also have powers
to monitor developments to
make sure that you get rid of
waste. If you have recently
received planning permission
for a development that
involves will create waste,
that permission will contain
conditions about getting rid of
the waste. You must follow
those conditions. If you do
not we may take legal action
against you.
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