
Introduction

1. GENERAL INFORMATION

THE WEST LOTHIAN LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (LDP)

CONSULTATION RESPONSE PORTAL

Have Your Say on the Proposed Plan

West Lothian Council has published its Proposed Plan together with supporting documents including an Environmental Report (SEA), Habitats Regulation Appraisal, 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and Equalities & Human Rights Impact Assessment. These can be viewed on the West Lothian Council website at 
www.westlothian.gov.uk/proposedplan. 

If you wish to make representations on the Proposed Plan or associated documents you are encouraged to use this online consultation portal. It’s quick and easy 
and will help us to process representations more efficiently, reducing the overall cost and environmental impact of the exercise. 

You do not need to complete this questionnaire in a single visit. Just simply put your Survey Reference Number (CODE) in the top right corner of the screen to 
allow you to continue with your submission at a later date.

If you need assistance with completing or submitting your representation online please call the Customer Service Centre (CSC) on 01506 280000. Please advise the 
Customer Service Centre that your enquiry relates specifically to the Local Development Plan and ask for it to be logged and directed to the Development Plan 
and Environment Team. Someone will contact you. Alternatively you can email us at wlldp@westlothian.gov.uk We will endeavour to respond as quickly as 
possible but in any event within 3 working days of receiving your enquiry. 

It is important that all representations are submitted no later than midnight on Sunday 22 November 2015. Representations received after that time will not be 
considered. 

Your comments should be concise, having regard to paragraph 84 of Scottish Government Circular 6/2013: Development Planning which states that representations 
should be no more than 2,000 words plus any limited supporting productions. 

Data Protection Statement

Please be aware that when you make representations on the Proposed Plan through the consultation portal (and/or in a conventional written format) personal 
information provided as part of a representation cannot be treated as confidential. Representations require to be made available online and for public 
inspection at the council’s office (this would include your name but would exclude any information which would be subject to the Data Protection Act 1998 i.e. 
signature, postal address, telephone number, email). 

We are also required to pass these details to the Scottish Government's Directorate of Planning and Environmental Appeals (DPEA). This is because they may at a 
later date wish to invite you to an Examination in Public of the Proposed Plan to discuss your representation. 

Before using the consultation portal you should also note that any information posted may be subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) 
Act 2002. West Lothian Council will not be liable for any loss or damage arising from or in connection with the disclosure of any information including the 
disclosure of user generated content. 

Your Details

Please indicate in what capacity you are making this submission: *

Please note that this is a mandatory field

��� as an individual (and representing your own views)

��� as a representative of a private or commercial organisation (and representing the views of that organisation)

��� as a representative of a public organisation (and representing the views of that organisation)

���� as an agent (and making comments on behalf of other individuals that you represent or third parties)

��� other

Please comp ete the following contact information: *

Please note that this is a mandatory field
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��� Economic Development and Growth (page 12, paragraphs 5.11-5.22 )

��� Flexibility within traditional industrial estates (page 14, paragraphs 5.24-5.25)

��� Enterprise Areas (page 17, paragraphs 5.24-5.25)

��� Local business opportunities, small business start-ups and working from home (page 17, paragraph 5.26)

��� Tourism (page 17, paragraphs 5.27-5.28)

��� Promoting community regeneration (page 19, paragraphs 5.29-5.35)

��� Housing land requirements for the LDP (page 20, paragraphs 5.36-5.49)

��� Effective Housing Land and Generous Supply (page 23, paragraphs 5.50-5.53)

��� New Housing Sites and Design (page 24, paragraphs 5.4-5.56)

��� Strategic Allocations (including previously identified Core Development Area Allocations) (page 25, paragraphs 5.57-5.61)

��� Whitburn/Charette (page 26, paragraph 5.62)

��� Linlithgow and Linlithgow Bridge (page 26-27)

��� Deans South, Livingston; Area for Comprehensive Re-development (page 27, paragraph 5.68)

��� Affordable Housing (page 27, paragraphs 5.69-5.74)

��� Accommodation for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Show People (page 29, paragraph 5.75)

��� Residential Care and Supported Accommodation (page 29, paragraphs 5.76-5.77)

��� Infrastructure Requirements and Delivery (page 30, paragraphs 5.78-5.84)

��� Providing for Community Needs (page 32, paragraphs 5.85-5.88)

��� Education (page 32, paragraphs 5.89-5.92)

��� Healthcare Provision (page 33, paragraphs 5.93-5.96)

��� Sports Facilities (page 33, paragraphs 5.97-5.101)

��� Green Infrastructure and Green Networks (page 34, paragraphs 5.102-5.105)

��� Water and Drainage (page 34, paragraphs 5.106-5.107)

��� Travel in and around West Lothian (page 34, paragraphs 5.108-5.112)

��� Roads (page 35, paragraph 5.113)

��� A71 Corridor (page 35, paragraphs 5.114-5.115)

��� A801 Corridor (page 35, paragraphs 5.116-5.117)

��� A89/A8 (page 35, paragraphs 5.118-5.126)

��� Rail (page 37, paragraphs 5.127-5.130)

��� Walking and Cycling (page 37, paragraphs 5.131-5.132)

��� Town Centres and Retailing (page 39, paragraphs 5.133-5.138)

��� Landscape Character and Local Landscape Designations (page 41, paragraphs 5.139-5.143)

��� Countryside Belts (page 42, paragraph 5.144)

��� Development in the Countryside (page 42, paragraphs 5.145-5.147)

��� Lowland Crofting (page 44, paragraphs 5.148-5.152)

��� Green Networks, Local Biodiversity Sites and Geodiversity Sites (page 45, paragraphs 5.153-5.155)

��� Forestry (page 46, paragraphs 5.156-5.163)

��� Union Canal (p.49 paragraphs 5.164-5.165)

��� Pentland Hills Regional Park (page 49, paragraphs 5.164-5.165)

��� Country Parks (page 50, paragraph 5.169)

��� Allotments/Community Growing (page 51, paragraphs 5.170-5.171)

��� Temporary/Advance Greening (page 51, paragraphs 5.172-5.174)

��� Biodiversity (page 52, paragraphs 5.175-5.180)

��� Geodiversity (page 53, paragraph 5.181)

��� West Lothian Open Space Strategy (page 53, paragraphs 5.182-5.184)

��� Historic and Cultural Environment (page 54, paragraphs 5.185-5.187)

��� Conservation Areas (page 55, paragraphs 5.185-5.188)
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��� Former Bangour Village Hospital, Dechmont (page 56, paragraph 5.189)

��� Conservation Area at Abercorn/Hopetoun Estate (page 56, paragraph 5.190)

��� Other Areas of Built Heritage and Townscape Value (page 57, paragraphs 5.191-5.199)

��� Listed Buildings (page 58, paragraphs 5.185-5.187)

��� Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes (page 59, paragraphs 5.200-5.201)

��� Historic Battlefields (page 60, paragraph 5.202)

��� Archaeology (page 60, paragraph 5.203)

��� Scheduled Monuments (page 60, paragraphs 5.204-5.206)

��� Public Art (page 61, paragraphs 5.207-5.208)

��� Climate Change Measures (page 62, paragraphs 5.209-5.214)

��� Low Carbon Development and Renewable Energy (page 63, paragraphs 5.215-5.221)

��� Wind Farms and Wind Turbines (page 65, paragraphs 5.222-5.225)

��� Energy and Heat Networks (page 66, paragraphs 5.226-5.229)

��� Off-gas Grid Areas and Renewable Heat Requirement for New-build Housing (page 67, paragraphs 5.230-5.232)

��� The Water Environment and Flood Risk Management (page 67, paragraphs 5.233-5.239)

��� Air Quality and Noise (page 70, paragraphs 5.240-5.242)

��� Edinburgh Airport (page 71, paragraph 5.243)

��� Noise (page 71, paragraph 5.244)

��� Contaminated Land (page 71, paragraphs 5.245-5.246)

��� Vacant and Derelict Land (page 72, paragraphs 5.249-5.250)

��� Minerals and Waste (page 73, paragraphs 5.251-5.256)

��� Site Restoration (page 75, paragraphs 5.257-5.238)

��� Unconventional Gas Extraction including Hydraulic Fracking (page 75, paragraph 5.259)

��� Waste (page 76, paragraph 5.260)

Please use the text box below for your comments.

Your comments should be concise and limited to no more than 2,000 words  You should fully explain the issues you wish to be considered when the Proposed Plan
is presented to Scottish Ministers for Examination  Please indicate whether you are seeking a change to the Proposed Plan (i e  your representation is an objection) or if your representation 
supports the Proposed Plan as written
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Response :

The retention of the renamed HKn4 housing site at Station Road (south extension) is supported. The site 
was previously known as the HKn10 in the West Lothian Local Plan. 

The site owner is actively seeking development of the site, having submitted a planning application for 
the development of 35 retirement homes in 2014.  Although the planning application was refused at 
committee earlier this year, it had been recommended for approval by planning officers. The outcome of 
a planning appeal is pending. 

The planning application has con"rmed that the principle of retirement housing is acceptable as a means 
of overcoming the lack of primary school capacity in the short term. However, the site owners would be 
happy to develop either family housing or housing for older people should primary school capacity 
become available. 

The planning application has clari"ed the requirement for additional land to facilitate the primary school 
extension. The Council’s Education Services has stated there is a need for an additional 0.2432 hectares of 
land to meet open space ratios for the expanded school. 

The planning application also facilitated transfer of the land required for the school extension to the 
Council at zero value by offsetting charges for affordable housing provision. This presents good value for 
the Council at a time of budgetary constraint. The arrangement will be secured if the planning appeal is 
successful and can be incorporated into any new planning application if necessary. Without allocation of 
the site, there is no option for the Council to acquire the land at no cost.  

It is noted that the Proposed LDP suggests the site has sufficient capacity to accommodate 30 houses on  
site area of 2.1 hectares. The site area currently includes a narrow strip of land at the north west boundary 
which is in other ownership and unlikely to be available for development. Other land at the north east of 
the site is also in other ownership, although access could conceivably be provided to enable 
development of a small number of houses. 

The site is considered to have a capacity greater than 30 units should smaller houses or retirement houses 
be proposed. This matter is currently being tested through the planning appeal.

The LDP requires $ood risk and drainage impact assessment for the site. These studies were undertaken 
in conjunction with the planning application and no signi"cant issues were identi"ed.

It is noted that the Council expresses a commitment in the LDP to address local school capacity issues. 
This matter has been the subject of lengthy discussion between the Council and the site owners over a 
number of years and it has not appeared to be a priority for the Council in recent times. The Proposed 
LDP has presented the Council with an opportunity to resolve this issue directly by revising its housing 
land allocations for Kirknewton. Unfortunately, the council has not chosen to do so. The site owners 
would encourage the Council to revisit this issue and use its development planning powers to enable 
land owners to deliver the primary school extension.

It would be helpful to clarify the true extent of remaining housing land at the HKN1 site. Development at 
this site began perhaps 25 years ago but is not yet complete. The allocation could more accurately 
indicate the land available for further housing at this site.  

Whilst it is noted that the Council has established commitments to Comprehensive Development Areas 
elsewhere in the district, it is important that the quality and viability of existing settlements is also fully 
supported. Enabling housing development to proceed at Kirknewton is a sustainable means of 
accommodating the signi"cant housing completion targets for West Lothian required by SESplan.

As well as contributing towards housing completion targets, development of this site will help to support 
local services at Kirknewton, which are easily accessible. In addition, it is well located for access to regular 



train services to Edinburgh, Glasgow, Livingston and local stations. The site is within a hundred metres of 
Station Road, where local bus services run.
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