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Dear Sir / Madam,  

 
West Lothian Local Development Plan (LDP: Proposed Plan  
 
Representation Submitted on Behalf of Oracle UK In Respect of Land at Blackness Road, 
Linlithgow  
 
The following representation is submitted on behalf of Oracle UK and objects to the failure of the 
Proposed LDP to allocate the existing Oracle site at Blackness Road, Linlithgow as a mixed use 
development opportunity with support for business uses and residential development. 
 
Oracle, Blackness Road, Linlithgow 
 
As explained in our MIR submission, Oracle is fully committed to the Blackness Road site, however 
the nature of our client’s business has changed and their business has moved away from 
manufacturing and distribution and is now focused on office based and data centre activities. 
 
Manufacturing operations at Blackness Road ceased in 2010/2011 and the large production and 
distribution building has been vacant ever since.  Oracle has extensively marketed these premises 
and it has been proven that there is no occupier demand. This position is unlikely to change, 
something confirmed in the attached marketing report prepared by Cushman & Wakefield. 
 
Consequently, Oracle wish to reconfigure their site to allow the business to focus on activities 
within a high amenity and predominantly office based environment.  As part of this approach, there 
is an opportunity to deliver a new residential development as part of a reconfigured site, allowing 
for surplus brownfield land to come back into use and allowing our client to upscale their business 
operations. 
 
Oracle has commissioned EMA Architects to prepare an indicative masterplan for the Blackness 
Road site and this illustrates how the site can be successfully reconfigured with the surplus 
operational land being redeveloped for residential use.  The masterplan illustrates how the site can 
accommodate up to 200 new residential units in a high amenity setting and with strong pedestrian 
linkages with Linlithgow town centre. 
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Housing 
 
It is evident from the MIR and the Proposed LDP that West Lothian Council are seeking to address 
a shortage of allocated housing sites in Linlithgow and the Proposed Plan allocates sites which 
could deliver 569 new homes in the forthcoming plan period (page 89). 
 
Having reviewed the draft allocations it is evident that the Council’s current proposals for Linlithgow 
rely heavily on greenfield releases and the loss of prime agricultural land. Indeed, of the 12 draft 
housing allocations (page 89), seven of these are greenfield sites and these greenfield sites are 
expected to deliver 88% of all the proposed new homes in Linlithgow. 
 
This reliance on greenfield land is completely at odds with the LDP’s vision of promoting 
development on brownfield sites and also runs contrary to Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) which 
requires development plans to promote sustainable patterns of development and for local planning 
authorities to promote brownfield land before new development takes place on greenfield sites 
(SPP, para 40). 
 
Introducing housing as part of a reconfigured Oracle site is supported by Scottish Planning Policy 
with ‘Designing Streets’ (page 20) acknowledging that in recent decades, the dominant patterns of 
development have been those in which housing, employment, retail and other facilities have been 
developed in a segmentary fashion or zoned in separate areas, which are often poorly connected 
with one another.    
 
The Proposed LDP simply follows this segregated approach to land use planning and does not 
allow for the creation of mixed use neighbourhoods. The opportunity at Oracle allows for the 
creation of a mixed use neighbourhood in line with Scottish Government policy, something that will 
lead to lower car use, contributing to wider transportation and environmental objectives.  Integrating 
housing with employment uses in this way has been successful in other locations, for example at 
Edinburgh Park, Edinburgh, and Buchanan Business Park, Stepps. 
 
Effectiveness 
 
Our client has commissioned a suite of investigations which consider the suitability of the Oracle 
site for residential development and these investigations have considered matters relating to 
master planning, ground conditions, drainage, flooding, transport, employment land supply, noise 
impact and services.   
 
These submissions are enclosed and demonstrate that the Oracle site is an effective development 
opportunity and there are no constraints which would prevent the site coming forward for 
development during the forthcoming plan period. 
 
In terms of effectiveness, paragraphs 55 and 60 of Planning Advice Note 2/2010 set out criteria 
against which individual sites can be assessed to establish whether they could add to the available 
effective housing land supply.  The Oracle site has been tested against each of these criteria as 
follows: 
 
Ownership 
 

 The site is in the single ownership of Oracle who will make the site available for residential 
development upon it being allocated for residential development in the Local Development 
Plan. 
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Physical 
 

 Investigations undertaken by WSP have demonstrated that there are no physical constraints 
to the surplus land within the Oracle site from being developed for residential use. These 
investigations have considered matters relating to ground conditions, drainage, flooding, site 
services, noise and access.  

 

 Partial redevelopment of the site for residential development will reduce the amount of 
existing impermeable surfaces, bringing benefits from a flooding and drainage perspective.  
This is a significant advantage which the site has over greenfield releases elsewhere in 
Linlithgow. 

 
Contamination 
 

 Investigations undertaken by WSP have indicated that the site is likely to be free of 
contamination and that its previous use is not a barrier to the site coming forward for 
residential development in the forthcoming plan period to provide marketable housing 

 
Deficit funding 
 

 No public funding is required to make residential development economically viable on the 
site 

 
Marketability 
 

 The site, or a relevant part of it, can be developed in the period under consideration and 
there is considerable confirmed market interest in Linlithgow from house builders. 

 
Infrastructure 
 

 The Oracle site benefits from having existing infrastructure provision which will allow for the 
site to come forward for development.  

 
Land Use 
 

 Housing is the sole preferred use of the surplus land in planning terms and the integration of 
employment uses and residential development is supported by Government policy in 
Designing Places. 

 
Linlithgow Housing Allocations (Proposed LDP Page 89) 
 
As explained above, the Oracle site at Blackness Road presents an opportunity to accommodate 
new residential development on a brownfield site and it should be regarded as being preferable to 
many of the proposed greenfield housing allocations presented at Page 89 of the Proposed LDP.   
 
There are a number of draft allocations that we are concerned with and which are discussed below. 
 
Firstly, included in the draft allocations is a site at 81-87 High Street (REF: HLL 1) that has already 
been developed as retirement living accommodation.  As this is a completed development it should 
not be included as an opportunity for the forthcoming plan period. 
 
Secondly, there are a series of other sites allocated for housing development in Linlithgow which 
are less well placed than the land at Oracle in terms of delivering new housing. Their allocation 
ahead of our client’s brownfield site is contrary to Scottish Planning Policy and we are of the view 
that the Proposed LDP has not given due priority to directing housing to previously developed land. 
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In particular, the Proposed LDP allocates sites at Clarendon Farm (REF H-LL 10), Preston Farm 
(H-LL 12), Wilcoxholm (H-LL 11), H-LL 6 Mill Road and land east of Manse Road (H-LL 4) for new 
housing development. These sites are all less well placed than the land at Oracle to provide new 
housing in Linlithgow, either requiring the loss of prime agricultural land or located a significant 
distance from key services. 

Analysis by ECS (attached) has demonstrated how the aforementioned sites are no better placed 
than the Oracle site in terms of their access to public transport and proximity to key services such 
as healthcare, schools and Linlithgow town centre.  Indeed, those sites on the southern side of 
Linlithgow (Clarendon Farm (REF H-LL 10), Preston Farm (H-LL 12) and land east of Manse Road 
(H-LL 4)) are all positioned at a significantly higher elevation than the Oracle site, something that is 
likely to act as a disincentive to some walking trips. The sites at Clarendon are also of questionable 
effectiveness with significant uncertainty attached to issues of site access. 
 
The presumption in favour of sustainable development is a significant material consideration and 
we consider that it supports reconfiguration of the Oracle site by way of a masterplan to allow for 
residential development on surplus brownfield land.  Consequently, in sequential terms, the Oracle 
site should be preferred to the aforementioned allocations and although greenfield releases will be 
required to meet housing need in Linlithgow, these should not be brought forward at the expense of 
more sustainable brownfield opportunities. 
 
Employment Land 
 
In terms of employment land, the reconfiguration of the Oracle site would not have an impact on 
employment land supply as the existing vacant premises at Oracle have been the subject of 
extensive marketing and the enclosed employment land report confirms there is no market demand 
for their occupation.   
 
Demand for the quantum of space provided at Oracle is exceedingly rare and demand for this type 
of space can be met in other more strategic locations such as at Livingston and Newbridge. 
Furthermore, it can be seen from Figure 2 (page 12) of the Proposed LDP that the total 
employment land allocations in West Lothian far exceed the SDP requirements and reconfiguring 
the Oracle site to allow for an element of housing would have no bearing on employment land 
supply in Linlithgow or West Lothian. 
 
The Blackness Road site is a single user site and the current and future needs of our client’s 
business can be met within a consolidated site.  Moreover, Oracle is progressing with an ongoing 
programme of investment and employment within the Blackness Road site could rise from 100 
existing employees to 300, delivering a net economic benefit for the town. 
 
However, as part of their investment strategy, our clients do need to address the longstanding 
issue of the redundant manufacturing facility and reconfiguring the site to include an element of 
residential development would address this issue whilst offering the Council the opportunity to 
deliver housing on a brownfield site.  The enclosed masterplan prepared by EMA, illustrates how 
residential development can be accommodated on the Blackness Road site and how this can be 
successfully integrated with Oracle’s operational business.    
 
Allocation EL18  
 
The Proposed LDP identifies land to the east of Oracle for employment use (Ref EL 18), an 
allocation which is carried over from the existing adopted Local Plan. The EL 18 allocation is not 
required for any future expansion of Oracle, however our client’s proposals would not prevent this 
site from coming forward if the Council wished to see it developed for other uses.  It could certainly 
accommodate or Class 4 business uses if there were ever demand for such uses in the future. 
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ORACLE, LINLITHGOW 
PROPOSED HOUSING SITE 
ACCESSIBILITY COMPARISON 
 
 
Introduction 

ECS Transport Planning Limited (ECS) has been commissioned by Oracle Corporation Ltd to consider 
the accessibility of the site at Blackness Road, Linlithgow when compared to the preferred housing 
allocations in the emerging Local Development Plan process.  
 
Methodology  

The review of accessibility will consider the main forms of transport in order of priority, as defined by 
National Policy, as follows: 

 Walking; 

 Cycling 

 Public Transport; 

 Vehicle 

The aforementioned mode priority is aimed at ensuring that accessibility and sustainable transport are 

at the core of development proposals.  A review of accessibility for each mode will be undertaken taking 

cognisance of Planning Advice Note 75- Planning for Transport and the best practice contained therein. 

 

Oracle, Blackness Road  

Walking 

The Oracle site is located adjacent to Blackness Road, approximately 1km from the town centre 
boundary.  Adjacent to the site, the A803 Blackness Road hosts 2m wide footways on both sides of the 
carriageway which are segregated by grass verges.   

The footway provision on the southern side of Blackness Road is of a good standard, benefits from 
street lighting and provides direct connections to bus stop facilities and access to the town centre in 
the west.  The route is generally flat and does not present any constraints to walking. 

The site boundary is within 400m of Core Path WL3 Linlithgow Loch Circular which provides an 
excellent recreational walking route or alternative route in to the town. 

The site is within the recommended walking distance of 1,600m to local facilities given the proximity to 
the town centre boundary.  

Cycling 

The A803 Blackness Road, which forms the southern boundary of the site is subject to a 40mph speed 
restriction, however, with a width of approximately 7m it is considered suitable to accommodate cyclists.  
To the west of the development site the A803 Blackness Road forms part of the local cycle network 
and connects National Cycle Route 754 in the south of Linlithgow to National Cycle Route 76 in the 
north.   

 



 

Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Street, Glasgow  G1 3DX 
       

 
 

ECS Transport Planning Ltd -   
Registered Number  SC457688    Registered Office  38 Queen Street, Glasgow, G1 3DX 

 

 

Public Transport 

The site is positioned adjacent to an existing bus corridor with bus stops located at regular intervals on 
either side of Blackness Road.  The nearest stop is situated directly south of the development site, 
approximately 30m west of the main Oracle site entrance via Blackness Road.  The aforementioned 
stop serves the E&M Horsburgh Linlithgow town loop service, as such, although located on the 
eastbound carriageway, it serves the main town centre to the west. 

The site is outwith the recognised walking distance of 800m to a railway station. 

Vehicle  

The site can accommodate two vehicle access points direct from the public road which ensures a 
porous design in compliance with current policy.  There are no congestion or road safety issues with 
the proposed access locations. 

 

H-LL1 – High Street 

We are aware that this site is being developed by a retirement home developer, as such, it is not 
available for mainstream housing.  On this basis, no comparison is required.    

H-LL 2 – Westerlea Court, Friars Brae  

Walking  

The site is located adjacent to Friars Brae, some 1.2km from the town centre boundary.  The site is 
located further from the town centre boundary than the proposed site and on a steep gradient which 
would be a significant barrier to pedestrians.  Although within the 1,600m walking distance to amenities, 
the gradient would likely result in the site being too distant for even the ablest pedestrians and therefore 
walking would not likely be a viable mode choice. 

There are no Core Paths directly accessible from the site. 

Cycling 

The site is located adjacent to the residential streets which are subject to 30mph speed limit, therefore, 
are likely to be safe for cyclists.  However, the gradient form the town centre would again impact on the 
attractiveness of this mode. 

Public Transport  

The site is located within 400m of a bus stop. 

The site is outwith the recognised walking distance of 800m to a railway station. 

Vehicle  

The access from Friars Brae could only accommodate a minor allocation of residential units given it is 
constrained and visibility is poor. 

 

H-LL 3 – Boghall East 

Walking 

The site is located adjacent to the A803, some 1.4km from the town centre boundary.  The site benefits 
from existing infrastructure on Blackness Road, however, the footway is narrower along the site 
frontage. 

The site is further east than the proposed site, therefore, it is further from the town centre and local 
facilitates, however, it is within the 1,600m walking distance.  
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The site is not located adjacent to any Core Paths and is some 800m from the nearest, WL3 Linlithgow 
Loch Circular. 

Cycling      

The site has similar characteristic to the proposed site with respect to cycling accessibility. 

Public Transport 

The site is located within 400m of bus stops on Blackness Road and Springfield Road, however, these 
are further away than the proposed site. 

The site is outwith the recognised walking distance of 800m to a railway station. 

Vehicle 

Vehicle access can be promoted direct from Blackness Road, however, there would only be sufficient 
junction spacing for one access which may limit permeability. 

 

H-LL 4 – Land East of Manse Road 

Walking 

The site is located adjacent to Manse Road, some 1.2km from the town centre boundary.  There are 
no footways on the east side of Manse Road adjacent to the site which may be problematic given the 
considerable stone wall and mature trees which would have to be removed to create appropriate 
linkage. 

The site is located further from the town centre boundary than the proposed site and on a steep gradient 
which would be a significant barrier to pedestrians.  Although within the 1,600m walking distance to 
amenities, the gradient would likely result in the site being too distant for even the ablest pedestrians 
and therefore walking would not likely be a viable mode choice. 

The site is located adjacent to Core Paths WL4 Linlithgow to Beecraigs Link which utilises the existing 
infrastructure on Manse Road. 

Cycling 

The site is located adjacent to the residential streets surrounding Manse Road which are subject to 
30mph speed limit, therefore, are likely to be safe for cyclists.  However, the gradient form the town 
centre would again impact on the attractiveness of this mode. 

Public Transport  

The site is located within 400m of a bus stop on Manse Road.   

The site is outwith the recognised walking distance of 800m to a railway station. 

Vehicle   

Vehicle access from Manse Road could be problematic given the mature trees and stone wall which 
will be within the visibility splay of any access junction.  The proposed site frontage is located on a 
slight bend which would require additional trees and wall to be removed which may not be permissible 
in planning / land ownership terms. 

  

H-LL 5 – Falkirk Road 

Walking  

The site is located approximately 700m from the town centre boundary and within a reasonable walking 
distance of retail offer on Falkirk Road.   
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Cycling  

The site is located adjacent to Falkirk Road which incorporates dedicated cycle lanes, providing good 
access to the town centre and beyond. 

Public Transport  

The site is located within 400m of bus stop on Falkirk Road which benefits from various services with 
a regular frequency. 

The site is outwith the recognised walking distance of 800m to a railway station. 

Vehicle 

The site benefits form an existing access on to Falkirk Road which could be utilised for a housing 
development.   

 

H-LL 6 – Mill Road 

Walking 

The site is located adjacent to Mill Road, some 1.9km from the town centre boundary.  Mill Road does 
not accommodate footways or street lighting for much of the frontage of the proposed allocation. 

The site is approximately 800m from the existing retail stores on Falkirk Road, however, these don’t 
represent all necessary amenities and trips to the town centre will still be required. 

There are no Core Paths directly accessible from the site. 

Cycling 

Traffic calming has been introduced on Mill Road which is due to the speed of vehicles approaching 
the town limit from the north, as such, it is likely that the road network adjacent to the site would not be 
attractive to cyclists. 

Public Transport  

The site is within 400m of a bus service. 

The site is outwith the recognised walking distance of 800m to a railway station. 

Vehicle 

Access from Mill Road may be achievable but the vertical alignment of the carriageway as it rises to 
cross the M9 would have to be considered in detail.  The road is also a 60mph speed limit which would 
introduce safety concerns. 

 

H-LL 7 – Clarendon House  

Walking 

The site is located adjacent to Manse Road, some 800m from the town centre boundary.  The site is 
marginally closer than the Oracle site, however, the steep gradient is likely to be a considerable barrier 
to pedestrians.   Although within the 1,600m walking distance to amenities, the gradient would likely 
result in the site being too distant for even the ablest pedestrians and therefore walking would not likely 
be a viable mode choice. 

The site is located adjacent to Core Paths WL4 Linlithgow to Beecraigs Link which utilises the existing 
infrastructure on Manse Road. 
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Cycling  

The site is located adjacent to the residential streets surrounding Manse Road which are subject to 
30mph speed limit, therefore, are likely to be safe for cyclists.  However, the gradient form the town 
centre would again impact on the attractiveness of this mode. 

Public Transport 

The site is located within 400m of a bus stop. 

The site is approximately 600m from Linlithgow train station which is within the recognised walk 
distance of 800m, however, in reality, given the gradient on Manse Road it is unlikely that this would 
be an attractive route.  

Vehicle  

The existing access from Manse Road has been identified as the means of access for the site which is 
considered to be unsafe for intensification of use in its current form.  The visibility splays at the junction 
are significantly restricted due to the large stone wall which make exiting the site virtually a blind 
manoeuvre.   

The existing stone wall and mature trees would likely have to be removed to facilitate access which 
may not be permissible in planning terms.    

 

H-LL 10 – Clarendon Farm 

Walking 

The site is located to the east of Oatlands Park residential area and to the south of H-LL 7.  The site 
has no direct frontage on to any public adopted footway or infrastructure, as such, it is wholly dependent 
on land outwith the boundary of the site to facilitate access for all modes. 

It would appear that the site is dependent on the delivery of H-LL 7 to create any access to Manse 
Road and, due to existing properties, access to Clarendon Road is not readily available, however, in 
an effort to make a comparison with the proposed site a direct link to Manse Road will be assumed.  

H-LL 10 is some 1km from the town centre boundary which is similar to the Oracle site, however, the 
steep gradient is likely to be a considerable barrier to pedestrians.   Although within the 1,600m walking 
distance to amenities, the gradient would likely result in the site being too distant for even the ablest 
pedestrians and therefore walking would not likely be a viable mode choice. 

The site has no direct frontage on to the Core Path network. 

Cycling  

The residential streets surrounding the site are subject to 30mph speed limit, therefore, are likely to be 
safe for cyclists.  However, the gradient form the town centre would again impact on the attractiveness 
of this mode. 

Public Transport 

The site is located outhwith 400m of a bus stop even assuming a direct link can be created to Manse 
Road.  The closest bus stop is approximately 600m from the site boundary and would require residents 
to travel south, up the Manse Road gradient, to reach the nearest bus stop.  

The site is outwith the recognised walking distance of 800m to a railway station. 

Vehicle 

The site has no direct access to the adopted road network.  The proposed plan indicates that the site 
could take access from the St Michael’s Hospital access, however, this has limited capacity.  The St 
Michael’s Hospital takes access form the B9080 Edinburgh Road to the east of H-LL 10, south of the 
canal and outwith the town boundary.  St Michael’s Hospital is some distance to the east of H-LL 10 
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and is separated by Clarendon Farm, as such, it is not clear how this site could feasibly be accessed  
from the hospital access road. 

The proposed plan also mentions access to Clarendon Road but that this has level challenges.  Again, 
there is no direct access to Clarendon Road within the adopted site boundary so the feasibility of access 
is unclear. 

The proposed site has been identified for a capacity of 120 units which will require a high standard 
residential core road which, from the available evidence, does not appear to be deliverable within the 
boundary of the proposed site. 

 

H-LL 11 – Wilcoxholm Farm / Pilgrims Hill 

Walking       

The site is located adjacent to Edinburgh Road, some 900m from the town centre boundary.  The site 
is marginally closer than the Oracle site, however, the route does suffer from a gradient which, coupled 
with the distance, is likely to be a considerable barrier to pedestrians.   Although within the 1,600m 
walking distance to amenities, the gradient would likely result in the site being too distant for even the 
ablest pedestrians and therefore walking would not likely be a viable mode choice. 

Edinburgh Road does benefit from footways on the north side of carriageway adjacent to the site, 
however, they lead to the canal underbridge adjacent to the St Michael’s Hospital access which is traffic 
signal controlled due to the narrow width.  The carriageway can only accommodate one-way traffic and 
the existing footway is not wide enough to safely accommodate a pushchair or wheelchair.    

The site appears to be landlocked to the north by the railway line and to the west by existing residential 
properties, as such, it is not clear how an adopted standard footway link can be created to the site.  
The site is in essence detached from the existing settlement. 

The proposed plan indicates that a “canal bridge crossing on to Edinburgh Road” is required, however, 
it is not clear how this can be delivered given the allocated site does not appear to have direct frontage 
on to land on the north side of the canal adjacent to Edinburgh Road.  

The proposed plan also indicates that the site should provide pedestrian access from the canal to the 
railway station.  Again, it is not clear if this is deliverable as the canal is likely to be in separate ownership 
and even if it was within the gift of the site promoter to improve the canal it is still unlikely to be an 
attractive or safe walking route at many times of the day given large areas are unfronted. 

It is evident that pedestrian connection is a considerable issue for this site and given it is the primary 
mode of travel and should be considered first in term of priority, it is clear that the effectiveness of this 
site is doubtful.     

Cycling 

The streets surrounding the site are subject to 40mph speed limit, therefore, are likely to be safe for 
cyclists.  However, the gradient form the town centre would again impact on the attractiveness of this 
mode. 

Public Transport 

The site is within 400m of existing bus stops. 

The site is outwith the recognised walking distance of 800m to a railway station. 

Vehicle  

It is likely that suitable access junctions can be formed on Edinburgh Road to support the proposed 
allocation. 

The proposed plan recognises that junction capacity issues are likely to arise given the existing capacity 
issues at the signalised canal underbridge. 

 



 

Centrum Offices, 38 Queen Street, Glasgow  G1 3DX 
       

 
 

ECS Transport Planning Ltd -   
Registered Number  SC457688    Registered Office  38 Queen Street, Glasgow, G1 3DX 

 

H-LL 12 – Preston Farm 

Walking 

The site is located adjacent to Deanburn Road, some 1.3km from the town centre boundary.  The site 
is further from the town centre than the Oracle site and suffers from a gradient which, coupled with the 
distance, is likely to be a considerable barrier to pedestrians.   Although within the 1,600m walking 
distance to amenities, the gradient would likely result in the site being too distant for even the ablest 
pedestrians and therefore walking would not likely be a viable mode choice. 

Cycling 

The residential streets surrounding the site are subject to 30mph speed limit, therefore, are likely to be 
safe for cyclists.  However, the gradient form the town centre would again impact on the attractiveness 
of this mode. 

Public Transport 

The site is approximately within 400m of an existing bus stop. 

The site is outwith the recognised walking distance of 800m to a railway station. 

Vehicle 

The council indicated that access will be proposed from Deanburn Road, however, the proposed 
allocation has very limited frontage with the aforementioned road.  An adoptable vehicle access could 
not be constructed with Deamburn Raod within the land identified in the proposed plan, therefore, the 
effectiveness of this allocation has to be questioned.   

 

Summary 

This report has considered the accessibility of each of the proposed housing sites in the Linlithgow 
area with respect to the main modes of travel and recognised acceptable criteria from national policy.  
The following is provides a comparison with the Oracle site: 

Walking  

Only sites H-LL 1 and H-LL 5 can be considered to be better located with respect to walking.  All other 
sites are located further from local amenities or on considerable gradients which will limit walking as a 
viable mode. 

Sites H-LL 6, H-LL 10, H-LL 11 have serious doubts on their effectiveness given their lack of connection 
to the exiting footway network and distance from the core of the town centre. 

Cycling 

Only sites H-LL 1 and H-LL 5 could be considered as preferential for cycling. 

Public Transport  

All sites, with the exception of H-LL 10, are within 400m of a bus stop.  All sites, with the exception of 
H-LL 1 and H-LL 7 are outwith the 800m to a train station.  Due to the gradient on Manse Road, the 
effective distance of H-LL 7 will result in the walk being unattractive for most. 

Vehicle  

The majority of the sites can provide an adoptable standard vehicle access, however, sites H-LL 10 
and H-LL 12 have limited or no boundary with the public road, therefore, the ability to create an 
adoptable access has to be in doubt.  The exiting access to H-LL 7 is unsafe and should not be 
promoted for additional development given the visibility constraints. 
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Conclusions  

When considering all modes of transport only sites H-LL 1 and H-LL 5 are more accessible than the 
proposed Oracle residential site on Blackness Road.     

The site is located closer to the town centre than the majority of the sites and is not affected by 
gradients.  It has comparable access to public transport facilities and has existing adoptable standard 
vehicle access junctions. 

The site is complaint with national policy on accessibility and is preferential to the following sites with 
respect to accessibility - H-LL 2, H-LL 3, H-LL 4, H-LL 6, H-LL 7, H-LL 10, H-LL 11 and H-LL 12. 
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